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LEARA flies into Holidays Tuesday, Nov. 28th - Purchase Dinner by Nov 21st
Take I-480 to
Brookpark Road,
turn north onto
Old Greyton Road
and park behind
the restaurant.

The following is a direct quotation from Bryan’s email of November 8th:

This year's LEARA Holiday Party meeting will
be a very special event at a special location.
The 2017 LEARA Holiday Party will be
on November 28th at
The 100th Bomb Group Restaurant
(https://www.100thbgrestaurant.com),
located at 20920 Brookpark Road in
Cleveland, Ohio 44135.
Advance reservations, entrée selections,
and payment are required.
As always, dinner will begin at 6:30 pm. The
cost of the dinner will be $25 per person.
You have a choice of Pot Roast, Bourbon
Chicken, or Vegetable Primavera. All entrées
include garlic mashed potatoes, seasonal
vegetables, and warm rolls with butter.
A salad is also included with a choice of Ranch
or Italian dressing. Water, coffee, tea, and soft
drinks are also included. Alcoholic beverages
may be purchased from the bar.
Reservations must be submitted by

11:00 P.M. on November 21st.

.

Those making reservations on or after November 22nd will be charged $35 per person.

You may make your reservation at the link
below or by going to LEARA.org and clicking
on "Holiday Dinner Reservation" in the
menu on the left side of page.

Once on the reservation page, use the drop-down
menu to select the number of people in your party,
then use the form boxes to enter your
entrée choice(s) and names/callsigns.
When you have completed this,
click on the Pay Now button.
Once you click on the Pay Now button,
you will be taken to PayPal where you may
make payment with your PayPal account
or use a major credit/debit card.
Because LEARA must pay for the
number of meals reserved,
reservation payments are
not refundable.

https://www.leara.org/meetings-and-events/
holiday-dinner-reservation
We hope to see you there!
Bryan Torok, N8OOF
President LEARA
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Meetings
The October meeting was held at
Teamz Restaurant & Bar in Middleby Bryan Torok, N8OOF
burg Hts. While we had been to this
location before, this time we were in their recently
remodeled and enlarged meeting room. This room
can comfortably accommodate 88 persons with a
high ceiling and three large screen monitors on the
walls. A real plus is doors that close off the room
from the rest of the facility. The sirloin steak I had
was about 1½ inches thick, cooked to my order, by
far the best steak I’ve ever had a LEARA meeting.
I’m looking forward to eating there again.

The Prez Says

This Month’s Holiday Meeting at the 100th Bomb Group follows a
long-standing LEARA tradition promoting amateur radio fellowship
through breaking bread together. This dinner meeting promises to be
something special. Details are on the cover.
If you are reading this and have not made your reservation, go make
your reservation right now! Eddie, KD8FTS was able to get us an
extra seven days, so you still have time. As usual, we will have entertainment provided by Bingo Bryan (yep, that’s me) giving away
LEARA bucks. Our grand door prize will be a Yaesu FT-70 Dual
Band Handheld Radio with System Fusion capability. This is a
nifty radio which will allow the lucky winner to access the digital/
internet features of the 444.700 repeater as well as analog repeaters.
Trustee and Officer Elections
This month we welcome newly elected Trustee Andrew Kahn,
WA8LIV. We also welcome back reelected Trustees Eric Jessen,
N8AUC; and Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK.
Trustee Jim Ozello, N8XDO, was up for reelection this year and
declined to run for another term. Jim ran for election in October
1999 and was appointed to a vacant position in November 1999.
We thank him for seventeen years of exemplary service to
LEARA.
(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications
for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be
downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s
address is: LEARA, P.O. Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits
monetarily if you do so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to LEARA, P.O.
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823. Make the check payable to LEARA, not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings ar e held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and
June) at a Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The
LEARA newsletter usually arrives near the middle of the month. Locations for dinner may
vary and often require a reservation. Those interested in dinner should arrive around 6 p.m.
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend
without eating.
Trustees’ Meetings ar e on the second Satur day of odd number ed months. Meetings ar e
open to all current members of LEARA. Locations are subject to change. In the next few coming months, meetings are planned at the Maple Heights branch of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library, 5225 Library Lane. Contact a trustee or check the website at www.leara.org for
details.
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Prez
cont.

(Continued from page 2)

We also thank outgoing Trustee Mike Cegelski, K8EHP. Mike ran for election in October
of 2005 and was appointed to a vacant position on January 14, 2006. We thank him for
twelve years of fine service to LEARA. With Jim Ozello leaving the Board, LEARA is
now down to nine trustees, our minimum per the Bylaws. If a vacancy occurs in 2018, Mike will be
first in line to fill it.

LEARA Officers are elected from among the trustees, by the trustees. All of the current officers were
elected to continue in office for 2018.

More Thanks
I thank those who served on or assisted the Election and Teller committees. I thank Ken, KG8DN, for
chairing the committee and Eddie, KD8FTS for the hours he spent with the assistance Jeff, K8JTK, in getting VotingPlace up and running. What is more remarkable is Eddie did this while on the road in his new
career as a truck driver.
Last, but not least, I thank all of my fellow trustees for the great job they have done in contributing to the
running of LEARA. It is truly a team effort. Space prevents me from mentioning each and lauding their
contributions and accomplishments, but without them and their efforts, there would not be a LEARA. I am
truly proud and humbled to be associated with such a fine group of people.
Until next month, talk on the radio, and use the repeaters. And, come out and see us at a meeting.
We look forward to seeing you.
Bryan Torok, N8OOF
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information

by Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

November 2017 Newsletter
Net Report
The Thursday Club Net is
held 8PM on our 146.760 (or
146.880 backup) MHz (- 600
kHz offset, PL 110.9) repeater.
Checkins for the month of October:

Checkins for October 2017
AC8CO Bill
KB8VXE Carl
N8AUC
AD8WS David
KC8FQV Mark
N8UPZ
K2WJS BILL
KD8ACO David
N8UUC
K8ARP Arp
KD8FTS Eddie
W8AMQ
K8EHP Mike
KD8TWG Dave
W8BBL
K8JTK Jeff
KD8VIQ Gary
W8IE
K8RJH Ron
KE8GKO Jodi
WA8LIV
K8SAS Steve
KE8ZZ Ed
WA8ZHN
K8SHB Joel
KG8DN Ken
WB8ROK
K8WDS BILL
KG8WJ Jenny
KB8VBR Leone
N8AGM Tom

The Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn season runs from March through
September. The Skywarn practice nets are on
hiatus until March. Skywarn nets are held on
LEARA's 146.760 repeater.
Should the National Weather Service issue a
severe weather alert, a Skywarn net will be
started 146.760 repeater.
Be sure to visit the web page at
www.ccskywarn.org for more information
and training sessions.
Thursday Net NCOs

Eric
Bill
Dave
Bob
Bill
Ed
Andrew
Jim
Ed

Remember if you missed a net, check out the web page
for a recap of the trivia and discussion questions.

K8SAS
KB8VXE
KD8ACO
KG8DN

STEVE
CARL
DAVID
KEN

We can always use more LEARA Members to
become Net Control Operators (NCOs). It’s
not that difficult to do. It’s a GREAT way to
learn the voices and call signs of the members
of the club as well as the visitors of the ham
community. Why not give the NCO slot a try?
It's an easy to learn job that is very important
in emergencies. Your help is really needed!
We look forward to your participation!

For December and January, the tentatively scheduled NCOs are:

Net Control Schedule
11/30/17
David
KD8ACO
12/07/17
Jeff
K8JTK
12/14/17
Ken
KG8DN
12/21/17
Eric
N8AUC
12/28/17
Carl
KB8VXE
01/04/18
Eric
N8AUC
01/11/18
Tom
N8AGM
01/18/18
Ken
KG8DN
01/25/18
Steve
K8SAS

The Digital Communications Net is held every
Thursday on LEARA’s 146.880 (-600 kHz offset,
PL 110.9) repeater at 9PM.

N8AGM TOM
N8AUC ERIC
WA8LIV ANDREW

—————

Carl, KB8VXE

ARES meetings are suspended for November
and December. The next ARES meeting is 2PM
Sunday, January (TBD), 2018, at the Independence branch of the Cuyahoga County Library
system. You do not have to be a member to
attend.
For more information go to www.ccares.us.

Sunshine report
We wish a speedy return to full health for Finley
Stay, WD8ARM.
If you hear of a member who is in need of Cheerme-up, please let me know by sending me an
email at kb8vxe@leara.org.
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LEARA Elects Three to
Serve for Three Years
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Joel, K8SHB, will Launch
Code Practice Net
Joel, K8SHB, is putting
together a CW class to
start in January, 2018.
It will be on Thursday
nights at 9:00 PM.

Andrew
WA8LIV

Jeff
K8JTK

Eric
N8AUC

In accordance with LEARA’s by-laws, the annual election of trustees to the club’s board
concluded with the meeting of the corporation
on October 31st at TEAMZ Restaurant.

Fifty-nine ballots were cast. The candidates
elected were Andrew Kahn, WA8LIV, Jeff
Kopcak, K8JTK, and Eric Jessen, N8AUC.

You can check out his
website:
www.cwslow.com
for more information.

Joel, K8SHB

A conference call will be available for the
group to participate. Joel suggests using
paddles but a straight key is OK as well.

Joel Chaney, K8SHB

Minutes of the November board meeting
appear on pp. 8-9 of this issue.
Ken Kane, KG8DN, for the Election Committee

Upcoming Hamfests

Volunteer Exam Dates

from www.arrl.org

from www.arrl.org

and Conventions

11/18/2017 | Indiana State Convention
(Fort Wayne Hamfest and Computer Expo)
Location: Fort Wayne, IN
Type: ARRL Convention
Sponsor: Allen County Amateur Radio
Technical Society
Website: http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com
Learn More
12/03/2017 | LCARC Swap/Hamfest
Location: Madison Heights, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: L'Anse Creuse Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.n8lc.org
Learn More

and Locations

11/19/2017 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
12/02/2017 | Kirtland OH 44094-8500
Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
12/02/2017 | Ravenna OH 44266-2191
Sponsor: Portage County ARS Inc.
Location: PCARS Club Site
(Rear of complex, under BIG tower)
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
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Tuesday, October 31, 2017

Annual Corporation Meeting and
Elections to the LEARA Board
ARRL Night with Scott, N8SY
,

In newly-constructed space at TEAMZ Restaurant
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LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES’ MEETING
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
11 November 2017, at the Parma-Snow Branch of the Cuyahoga County Library
(Subject to Revision)

Present: K8JTK, N8OOF, KG8DN, K8EHP
(outgoing trustee), W8AZO; KD8FTS (remotely
as truck-mobile from the Ohio-Indiana border),
KD8TWG, WA8LIV (incoming trustee),
N8AUC and N8YNR

Treasurer’s Report: N8YNR r epor ted that
LEARA currently holds a balance in the club accounts that is adequate, including funds in the
PayPal account, some of which are from holiday
dinner reservations. Accepted.

Excused: N8XDO

Membership Report: W8AZO r epor ted that
LEARA currently has 159 members total, 26 of
whom have paid dues through next year, and
three of whom have paid dues through 2019. Accepted.

Guest: KB8VXE (“On the Air”)
Call to Order: N8OOF called the meeting to
order near 9:20 AM.
October Election by the Membership –
KD8FTS and KG8DN
KG8DN reported that the election was decisive
and that the results will be published in the November newsletter. In all, fifty-nine ballots were
cast, verified and tabulated (counting all electronic and paper).
Steve, K8SAS, and Jeff,
WA8SAJ, served as tellers for the committee.
KD8FTS reported that our VotingPlace account
was renewed, and that the online voting procedure had been conducted smoothly and securely.
Seating of Board – N8OOF: Br yan thanked
Mike Cegelski, K8EHP, for his years of service
as a member of the Board of Trustees. Bryan
then congratulated and welcomed newly-elected
Board member, Andrew Kahn, WA8LIV, as well
as re-elected board members, Eric Jessen,
N8AUC, and Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK.
Corrections to September Minutes: N8AUC
moved and KD8TWG seconded that the minutes
of the September Board meeting be approved as
published. Passed.
Board Officers: In the absence of alter native
candidates, W8AZO moved and N8AUC seconded that the current officers on the Board be reelected to continue in office for the coming year.
Passed.

Venue Chair’s Report: KD8FTS r efer r ed to a
hardcopy list that he and Bryan had made available to the Board members present. It contained
the names of restaurants that we have used for
monthly club meetings over the past year, as well
as the names of seven other restaurants in the
Cleveland area which had been recommended to
Eddie over time by the membership. Since some
members have complained that too many of our
venues have been on the west side of town, Eddie
will work toward evaluating and selecting a more
balanced east vs. west assembly of venues for the
coming year.
Programs for 2018: N8AUC r epor ted that
meeting programs for next year have not yet been
determined.
Technical Committee Report: KD8TWG,
K8JTK, N8YNR and others engaged in a lively
discussion of the current state of club repeaters.
Re-installation of the newly-upgraded Yaesu Fusion repeater (and its controlling PC) is still
pending at the ’88 site in Lakewood, but work on
this is planned for the coming winter months.
There is as yet no new Lake County input in the
plans.
The antenna and feed line at the new Warrensville input site are in place, but the equipment
installation was delayed by modifications of the
space. Our 444.4 MHz repeater is on the air at
the southeast in limited profile, and there was
some consideration of Summit County as a possible future site for this unit. N8OOF posed that
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perhaps the club should think about heading in
the direction of DMR.
The consensus seemed to be that, for now, we
will continue to support the Fusion repeater installation and its related modifications toward
some future access by users of other digital
modes.
November Holiday Meeting – N8OOF and
KD8FTS: At this point, reservations for dinner
at the November 28th site (100th Bomb Group
Restaurant near Hopkins Airport) are just beginning to come in. There seems to be continued
palpable enthusiasm for this choice despite the
west side location and slight increase in cost.
The deadline for online reservation and payment
has been extended to Tuesday, November 21st at
11:00 PM, for members who wish to take advantage of the $25 club-subsidized rate.
Much discussion ensued about the idea of continuing to use such an online reservation scheme
for our regular meetings in 2018, and about accommodating those who like to pay in cash at the
door. Meeting the various challenges was also
discussed about using PayPal, cash, credit or debit cards, etc., when it comes to closing out payment with the respective venues (as each evening
ends). We determined that an evaluation following the results of this November holiday dinner
would be in order.

In the end, KD8FTS moved and KD8TWG seconded that offering online payment by PayPal or
credit card be continued for 2018 dinner meetings, at least as an option. Eight in favor, one
opposed. Passed.
Door Prize and 50-50 Tickets: W8AZO volunteered to manage the door prize tickets and
KB8VXE volunteered to manage the 50-50 tickets for the next few meetings.

Old Business: None
New Business:: None
Adjournment:
Near 11:15 AM, N8YNR
moved and WA8LIV seconded that we adjourn.
Passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Kane, KG8DN, Secretary
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Thanks to Mike & Jim!

K8EHP

N8XDO

New Digital Modes Changing Complexion
of Bands and Perhaps of Ham Radio
Full Story at

http://www.arrl.org/news/new-digital-modes-changing-complexion-of-bands-and-perhaps-of-ham-radio

11/02/2017 The wave of software-based digital modes over the past several years has altered
the atmosphere of the HF bands. Some suggest the popularity of modes that make it possible to
contact stations neither operator can even hear has resulted in fewer CW and SSB signals on
bands like 6 meters and 160 meters. Traditional modes require far more interaction and effort on
the part of the operator; the newer digital modes not so much. The recent advent of the still-beta
“quick” FT8 mode, developed by Steve Franke, K9AN, and Joe Taylor, K1JT — the “F” and the
“T” in the mode’s moniker — has brought this to a head. Some now wonder if FT8 marks the end
of an era and the start of a new, more minimalist age.
“We’ve been as surprised as anyone about the rapid uptake of FT8 for making QSOs on the HF
bands,” Taylor told ARRL this week. Rather than viewing FT8 as a total game-changer, he sees
a dividing line between such digital modes and more traditional modes.
“SSB and CW are general-purpose modes,” Taylor asserted. “They are good for ragchewing,
DXing, contesting, emergency communications, or whatever.
FT8 and the other modes
in WSJT-X are special-purpose modes. They are designed for making reliable, error-free contacts using very weak signals — in particular, signals that may be too weak for the more traditional modes to be usable, or even too weak to hear.” …
Radio amateurs recently commented in response to a Top Band Reflector post, in which Steve
Ireland, VK6VZ, averred that because of FT8, “160-meter DXing has changed, perhaps forever”
in recent weeks. Ireland said he downloaded FT8 but just couldn’t bring himself to use it on the
air. “My heart isn’t in it,” he wrote. “My computer will be talking to someone else’s computer,
and there will be no sense of either a particular person’s way of sending CW or the tone of their
voice. The human in radio has somehow been lost.” ...
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