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Party with LEARA at

Massimo da Milano
West 25th & Detroit

6:30 PM November 29, 2016
Your post-election sighs of relief may
need reinforcement by Tuesday, November
29, 6:30 PM, when it becomes time for us
all to PARTY!
We’re back at Massimo’s again for the
annual club Holiday observance. Bring your
spouse or guest to West 25th where LEARA
will help you celebrate.
The plan calls for bingo provided by
“Bingo Bob,” W2THU, for LEARA bucks
(free dinner next meeting) and a new Yaesu
FT-60 HT as a handsome door prize!
For dinner you will need only $20, for
which the full Italian Buffet will unfold, including beef, chicken and pasta offerings, soft
drinks, and coffee, all included. The cash bar
nearby will be ready to provide any supplementary adult beverages you might desire!

Please remember that, while specific
entrée requests are NOT necessary, reservations are due by NOON on the FRIDAY before, i.e., on November 25th. Tell us the
total number of dinners you will need.
Reservations may be made either by
using the “dinner reservation” section at
www.leara.org, or by leaving a message
with Marv Grossman at 440-248-0031.
There is parking available south of the
building and nearby. Massimo da Milano’s
Restaurant is at 1400 West 25th Street in
Cleveland, near the west end of the Detroit
-Superior bridge.
Don’t miss this annual bash! Pick up a
brand new HT or a future free dinner, and enjoy a great evening with friends.
See you there, Tuesday, November 29!
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Meetings
Last month’s meeting was at Teamz in
Middleburg Heights with a presentation by
by Bryan Torok, N8OOF
John Comella, N8AA, on the DXpedition to
St. Paul Island, Nova Scotia. The food and
room were good and the program was excellent. Several of us stuck around after the meeting and watched
the Indians play in the World Series on the big screen.

The Prez Says

This month’s meeting will be at Massimo da Milano.
I can’t say enough nice things about Massimo da Milano. It has been well liked by nearly all members who
have tried it. Yet for some reason, many of you have
yet to attend a meeting there.
Now, I have to admit, when Massimo was proposed 2 or 3 years ago as a
meeting location, I was put off by the area of town, perceived as being somewhat seedy. I was also concerned about distance and travel time.
But I gave it a chance and was so pleasantly surprised by the absence of
seedy elements. By contrast, I am far more concerned traveling to the Cleveland Clinic and by Sara’s (KC8KSU) daily travels to and from the CWRU area.
There is far more crime in those areas. As for the distance and travel time, I
found the drive went much quicker than I thought it would.
Massimo has much to recommend it. It has a lighted, fenced, free parking lot
and lots of extra parking across the street. Their main room is spacious and
on the main floor. It could easily accommodate 4 or 5 times as many people
as our usual meeting. The buffet typically has salad, meat, fish, chicken, pasta, potatoes, rolls, beverages, and deserts. All you can eat and no excuses if
you leave hungry.
Still need more incentive? We are also giving away a ham radio and playing
bingo for LEARA bucks. Make the reservation now. Please join us for the
holiday meeting.
Elections
LEARA’s annual election of Trustees was last month; details are in the
Minutes of the Trustees’ meeting on page 8. Congratulations to newly elected
Trustee David Andrzejewski, KD8TWG, and incumbents Jeff Garvas, N8YNR,
and Ken Kane, KG8DN.

NEWSLETTER
The Spirit of ’76 & ’88
is published monthly
except in December.

Contributions must be received by the
2nd Sunday of the month
except on months with
5 Sundays and 5 Tuesdays
when the 3rd Sunday
will be sufficient.

Editor:
Ken Kane, KG8DN
E-mail: editor@leara.org
Proofreading: TNX to
W8AZO & N8YNR

(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications
for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be
downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s
address is: LEARA, P.O. Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits
monetarily if you do so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to LEARA, P.O.
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823. Make the check payable to LEARA, not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings ar e held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and
June) at a Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The
LEARA newsletter usually arrives near the middle of the month. Locations for dinner may
vary and often require a reservation. Those interested in dinner should arrive around 6 p.m.
The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend
without eating.
Trustees’ Meetings ar e on the second Satur day of odd number ed months. Meetings ar e
open to all current members of LEARA. Locations are subject to change. In the next few coming months, meetings are planned at the Maple Heights branch of the Cuyahoga County Public
Library, 5225 Library Lane. Contact a trustee or check the website at www.leara.org for
details.
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Prez
cont.

(Continued from page 2)

Bill Hess, K8SGX, had previously declined to run for reelection to the Trustees. The Trustees and
I thank Bill for his years of service to LEARA and his promise to be around to help Dave and me with
maintaining the repeaters. Bill pretty much single-handedly built the 146.76 repeater system and his help
in fixing it this year has been invaluable. Bill’s decision not to run for reelection made room for us to get
some new participation on the board.

At the November Trustees’ Meeting, the current officers were unanimously reelected to serve in the upcoming
term. Speaking of Trustees’ Meetings, all LEARA members are welcome to attend and see how the Trustees conduct the club’s business.
I thank the nomination and election committees for their efforts in seeking out suitable candidates and running the election. Lastly, I thank the candidates for running. To those not elected, we still want you around participating and giving
your input.
Repeater News
There is not much new to report on the repeaters. For what there is, please the Technical Committee Report in the
Minutes of the Trustees’ meeting on page 8
Until next month, talk on the radio, and use the repeaters. Remember, we need to use them or we will lose
them. And, come out and see us at the meeting. I look forward to seeing you.
Bryan Torok, N8OOF
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information

by Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

November / December
2016 Newsletter
Net Report

The Thursday Club Net
is held 8PM on our 146.760 (or 146.880) MHz
(- 600 kHz offset, PL 110.9) repeater.
For the month of October, 25 people checked in
to the Net.
AC8CO
K8EHP
K8JTK
K8SHB
KA8VIT
KB8VXE
KC8ESG
KC8FQV
KC8MNW

Bill
Mike
Jeff
Joel
Bill
Carl
Mark
Mark
Jeannie

KC8NOV
KC8NZJ
KD8ACO
KD8SYG
KD8ZMN
KE8FAT
KG8DN
N8AGM
N8AUC

Marty
Mat
David
James
Mike
Eric
Ken
Tom
Eric

N8UPZ
W8IE
W8TAB
WA8DHQ
WA8LIV
WA8TPP
WA8ZHN

Bill
Ed
Tom
John
Andrew
Dick
Jim

Remember if you missed a net, check out the web
page for a recap of the trivia and discussion questions.

For December, January and February, the tentatively scheduled NCOs are:
11/24/16
12/01/16
12/08/16
12/15/16
12/22/16
12/29/16
01/05/17
01/12/17

Megan
David
Eric
Megan
Ken
Jeanne
Carl
Eric

WB8IXZ
KD8ACO
N8AUC
WB8IXZ
KG8DN
KC8TJH
KB8VXE
N8AUC

01/19/17
01/26/17
02/02/17
02/09/17
02/16/17
02/23/17
03/02/17

Megan
Ken
Andrew
Jeanne
David
Carl
Eric

WB8IXZ
KG8DN
WA8LIV
KC8TJH
KD8ACO
KB8VXE
N8AUC

The Digital Communications Net is held every
Thursday on LEARA’s 146.880
(-600 kHz offset, PL 110.9) repeater.
The Wednesday Skywarn Net
Skywarn season runs from March through
September. The Skywarn practice nets are now
on hiatus and will start up again in March 2017.
Should the National Weather Service issue a
severe weather alert, a Skywarn net will be
started on the 146.76 repeater.
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If you would like to give us a hand, please
contact us at info@ccskywarn.org
Be sure to visit the web page at
www.ccskywarn.org
for more information and training sessions
for next year.
Thursday Net NCOs

KB8VXE
KC8TJH
KD8ACO
KG8DN

CARL
JEANNE
DAVID
KEN

N8AUC ERIC
WA8LIV ANDREW
WB8IXZ MEGAN

We can always use more LEARA members to
become Net Control Operators (NCOs). It’s not
that difficult to do. It’s a GREAT way to learn the
voices and call signs of the members of the club
as well as the visitors of the ham community.
Why not give the NCO slot a try? It’s an
easy-to-learn job that is very important in
emergencies (see also the Skywarn Net).
Your help is really needed!
So, if you are a LEARA member, please consider
joining us as an NCO. We meet every Thursday,
we learn to lead and test our radio skills, and
we all want to help you be the best!
Contact Carl (KB8VXE@arrl.net) via email to join
us and get started.
We look forward to your participation!
Carl, KB8VXE
—
CELEBRATING
SKYWARN RECOGNITION DAY
SPECIAL EVENT
December 2nd & 3rd
You may operate from the
NWS Cleveland Office during the period:
7pm Friday, December 2nd
to 7pm Saturday, December 3rd
Email Mat KC8NZJ at
info@ccskywarn.org
in order to sign up!
There is no ARES meeting for December.
For January, please check the website below:
For more information, go to www.ccares.us.
Sunshine Report
Our condolences to Robin Jessen, KC8AWO,
whose uncle passed at the end of October.
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Upcoming Hamfests

Volunteer Exam Dates

from www.arrl.org

from www.arrl.org

and Conventions

Page 5

and Locations

12/03/2016 | Fulton County Winter Fest
Location: Delta, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://k8bxq.org/hamfest
Learn More

11/20/2016 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

12/04/2016 | LCARC Amateur Radio Swap/
Hamfest
Location: Madison Heights, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: L'Anse Creuse Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.n8lc.org
Learn More

12/03/2016 | Kirtland OH 44094-8500
Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

01/15/2017 | Sunday Creek Amateur Radio
Federation Hamfest
Location: Nelsonville, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Sunday Creek Amateur Radio Federation
Website: http://www.scarfarc.com
Learn More

12/03/2016 | Ravenna OH 44266-2191
Sponsor: Portage County ARS Inc.
Location: PCARS Club Site
(Rear of complex, under BIG tower)
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

01/28/2017 | Lockport Amateur Radio Hamfest
Location: Lockport, NY
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Lockport Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://www.lockportara.us/
Learn More

12/03/2016 | Rittman OH 44270-1431
Sponsor: Silvercreek ARA
Location: Rittman Public Library
Time: 9:45 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

01/29/2017 | HPARC Swap
Location: Madison Heights, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Hazel Park Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://hparc.org
Learn More

12/18/2016 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

01/29/2017 | TUSCO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
HAMFEST
Location: Strasburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Tusco Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://tuscoarc.org
Learn More

01/18/2017 | Stow OH 44224-4097
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
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CY9C DXpedition
To St. Paul Island, NS
by John Comella, N8AA
at TEAMZ
October 25, 2016
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LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION TRUSTEES’ MEETING
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
12 November 2016, at the Maple Heights Branch of the Cuyahoga County Library
(Subject to Revision)

Present: N8OOF, K8JTK, N8AUC, W8AZO,
K8SGX (outgoing Trustee), KG8DN, K8EHP,
N8XDO, N8YNR, KD8FTS
KD8TWG, Radio Officer (and incoming
candidate)
KB8VXE, Guest (“On the Air”)
Call to Order: N8OOF called the meeting to order at 0920.
Corrections to September Trustee
minutes: N8XDO moved that the September minutes be accepted as published.
W8AZO seconded. Approved unanimously.
Membership Report: W8AZO reported
that we have 171 current members, with
some dozen or so who will be dropped because they have not renewed.

Treasurer’s Report: N8YNR stated that
our balance was currently adequate as the
meeting began.
Venue Report: KD8FTS plans to arrange
a tentative venue schedule for 2017 based
largely on the restaurants we engaged for our
meetings over the past year. He has received anecdotal reports indicating that many
people like “moving around.” Recently, several new places have been suggested. Eddie
accepted several more suggestions from the
group during discussion. He will continue to
work toward keeping the cost at $20 or less
per person. Some venues being considered
will require a deposit to hold the meeting
date.

Technical Committee Report: KD8TWG
reported that there has been a “shutdown”
issue with the power supply on the hill for
’76. He has replaced the cooling fan in the
power supply, and believes that the issue is
resolved, or nearly so. There is still an intermittent buzz that he plans to investigate. The
repeater seems to be otherwise working well.
There has been progress with the development of a new southeast input location; it is
not quite ready for prime time. K8SGX and
KD8TWG accepted suggestions for providing
a floated battery to support ’76, and this was
acceptable. The group thanked Dave for his
extensive work with the repeaters.

Election Results: N8OOF reported, with
five candidates running for three positions,
the election committee found that the final
tally showed a #1 and a #2 and then a tie for
#3 once all the ballots, hardcopy and electronic, had been counted. (The rankings of
these candidates were not revealed by name
to the group during this discussion.) There
were many suggestions made.
N8AUC
moved and N8YNR seconded that candidates with the top two ballot tallies in the
election be endorsed as elected Trustees,
that the Trustees present then vote to elect
one of the two members who had tied, and
that if another tie within this Trustee vote
were to occur a coin flip would decide the results. This motion passed 8 to 1. Jeff Garvas,
N8YNR and David Andrzejewski, KD8TWG,
were announced as the first two elected
Trustees. The “runoff” was then conducted
with a paper ballot, K8SGX serving as teller.
Ken Kane, KG8DN, was elected as the third
Trustee.
Continued on p. 9
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(Continued from page 8)

Board Officers Election: KD8TWG moved
and W8AZO seconded that the current officers be re-elected to serve in the upcoming
term. In the discussion, N8OOF asked if
there were any new officer candidates, alternative requests, or any nominations from the
floor, and none emerged. The current slate
of officers was then re-elected unanimously.
Old Business: K8JTK reported on HTs
that he has investigated, one of which could
be a give-away for the holiday party door
prize.
There was discussion.
N8AUC
moved and KD8FTS seconded that the club
select a Yaesu FT-60 HT to buy as the door
prize give-away and that we use LEARA
bucks (each for a future dinner) as bingo
prizes.
Passed unanimously. N8AUC
moved and KD8TWG seconded that we run
three rounds of bingo at the party. Passed.
New Business: N8AUC moved and
N8YNR seconded that the club purchase a
Yaesu Fusion handheld radio to be raffled off
at a club meeting during 2017, with the date
and procedure yet to be determined.
Passed. KD8FTS moved and K8JTK seconded that if an unlicensed person were to
win this prize, the cash value of the radio be
awarded instead and the radio then retained
by the club for the future. After discussion,
this motion was defeated 3-7. N8AUC then
moved and N8YNR seconded that the radio
be awarded to the winner regardless of that
person’s license status. Passed 9-1.

DMR in Amateur Radio

David Andrzejewski, KD8TWG
—“There is a lot of confusion on whether
Digital Mobile Radio is legal to use in amateur
bands. The short answer is an unequivocal
YES.” For more, check Dave’s blog:
https://kd8twg.net/2016/11/06/the-legality-ofdmr-in-amateur-radio/

New Business, cont.:
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Trustee
Minutes,
Cont.

KD8TWG and others commended and
thanked Bill Hess, K8SGX, for his years of
service as Trustee throughout LEARA’s history.
K8SGX expressed his thanks to
KD8TWG as Radio Officer, and renewed his
pledge to continue supporting Dave and the
club with his technical expertise.
KB8VXE provided a brief report on the
LEARA Net, indicating that there are currently seven active net control operators, each
receiving about 15 check-ins per week. He
has set up a tentative NCO schedule for the
coming year. K8JTK and W2THU are also
available as “sub NCOs” when needed.
Adjournment: At 11:21 hours, N8XDO
moved and K8JTK seconded that the meeting be adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,
Ken Kane, KG8DN, Secretary

Want your ARES® shirt?
Mat Nickoson, KC8NZJ

If you are a member of the
Cuyahoga County
“Amateur Radio Emergency Service”
be advised that you may
send your shirt size and quantity
to info@ccares.us
or inquire for
further information from Mat
at the same email address.
Your $15.25 for each shirt
is due to Mat no later than Dec. 5th.

St. Petersburg Digital Comms
Conference Signals
Ham Radio’s Likely
Return to Innovation
Excerpts from ARRL Letter

The dawn of so-called "smart" -- or cognitive -- radio
has presented Amateur Radio with an opportunity to
regain the leading edge in radio technology in
the near future. It will also alter our view of spectrum
as a limited resource. Those points and others were
part of a forward-looking, tag-team Sunday Seminar
presentation, "Spectrum (It's the frequency crunch
for real)," by Michelle Thompson W5NYV and Bob McGwier N4HY at
the 2016 ARRL and TAPR Digital Communications Conference
(DCC), September 16-18, St. Petersburg, Florida. …

Thompson, W5NYV, (above) and
McGwier, N4HY, featured speakers at the
recent ARRL & TAPR conference alert participants to a coming paradigm shift in radio
technology that will attract “a younger generation of hams.”

"[I]t hasn't been until fairly recently that we've been able to inexpensively and quickly reconfigure a radio," she said. Thompson's Phase
4B project will take maximum advantage of cognitive radio technology,
which can -- among other things -- determine an optimal clear frequency, mode, and path on the fly, transparently, and without human
intervention. …
Predicted McGwier: "You will not recognize your world in 10
years." The HamRadioNow presentation also is available
in audio format, and a highly condensed 11-minute synopsis is
available on YouTube. -- Thanks to Gary Pearce, KN4AQ/
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