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LEARA at MiMi’s, Tuesday, April 29, presents Bill Chaikin, KA8VIT on 

USS COD SS-224 RADIO OPERATIONS 
Radios and General Operations aboard a World War II Fleet Submarine 

It’s 1943, the USA is heavily embroiled in the 

Second World War, and the USS Cod has just 

been commissioned!  Use your imagination to fill 

in the rest of the picture! 

 

Join LEARA on Tuesday, April 29, at MiMi’s 

Family Restaurant in Parma, when Bill Chaikin, 

KA8VIT, will virtually invite you into this subma-

rine’s radio room. 

 

Bill will explain the design and statistics in-

volved, the character of  the radios inside the Cod 

then and now, as well as the living and working 

quarters.  He’ll have some great pictures to share, 

and explanations of the SONAR navigation and 

ranging system.  (Did you know that in seven pa-

trols, the Cod fired 122 torpedoes scoring thirty-

nine hits?) 

 

Whet your appetite for Field Day with LEARA 

and/or the Cod during this April meeting! 

         For the meeting at 6:30pm on Tuesday, April 29, your $15. 

at Mi Mi’s, 7528 Broadview Road, Parma on the southwest corner 

of Broadview and Pleasant Valley Roads, will get you your choice 

among four items: Marinated Chicken Breast, Roast Beef, Baked 

White Fish or Rigatoni & Meat Balls! Your meal will include 

soup, the salad bar, beverage and dessert. Tax and gratuity are cov-

ered as well!  Your reservation for one of the four entrées is  

DUE NO LATER THAN 9:00 PM LOCAL Eastern Time ON  

SUNDAY NIGHT, APRIL 27.   

You may reserve the number of dinners and each entrée chosen by 

using the dinner reservation section of the LEARA website, 

www.leara.org, or telephone Marv Grossman, W8AZO, using his 

automated LEARA voice line:  440-248-0031.  Also, please let him 

know promptly if you must cancel so that the club can notify the 

restaurant.                                                                -AR- 

http://www.leara.org/
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The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedi-

cated to Amateur Radio and  Public Service.  Club information packets and applications for member-

ship are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our 

web site at www.leara.org.  Annual membership is $25.00.  LEARA’s address is:  LEARA, PO 

Box 22823, Beachwood, OH  44122-0823. 

LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetar-

ily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to  Club Treasurer Dave Foran, 

WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA, 

not the ARRL. 

Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a 

Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter.  The LEARA newsletter 

usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting begins at 

7:30 p.m.  Meetings are open to all interested persons.  You may attend without eating, but reserva-

tions are typically required if you do wish to eat.  Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-248-

0031 to leave a message. 

Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor 

room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road.   Meetings are open to all current 

members of LEARA.  

 
Our snow is gone, even the piles in the 

parking lots.  Spring flowers are starting to 

show themselves.  It is about time!   

 

I am still enjoying some very good propagation on the 

HF bands with Ole Sol’s approval.  Our sun, our source 

of sustenance, pulses with energy at 11 year intervals 

(The Sunspot Cycle).  Most scientists believe that we 

have just passed the peak in this sunspot cycle.  Howev-

er, predicting and measuring the solar peak is not abso-

lute … we will not really know until sometime after it 

passes when the energy levels that impact us here on 

earth are clearly falling.  The sunspots are like volcanic 

eruptions, some are much stronger than others.  They 

spew unimaginable amounts of energy away from the sun.   

 

If the sunspot happens to be facing the earth, its energy wave-front will impact 

us.  That energy normally collects at the earth’s poles where the magnetic lines-of

-force converge.  The energy levels become so high that gasses in our atmosphere 

will ionize giving off light.  People in the Northern and Southern latitudes will 

visibly see Aurora Borealis (North), and Aurora Australis (South) during peri-

ods of high energy levels from our sun.  

 

The periods of high solar radiation and activity that gives us the very good propa-

gation on the high HF bands and turn-on the 6 meters (the magic band) can also 

disrupt the lower frequencies rendering them nearly unusable.  I have heard recent 

reports of aurora occurring.  Did you know that we can detect the presence of au-

rora on a radio long before it reaches the energy levels to become visible?   

 

During evening hours on 20 meters, SSB signals from Japan or Asiatic Russia 

(Siberia) coming over the pole (330 degrees or so) will often have a “Flutter 

Sound” to them.  Like someone talking through a fan on slow speed. 

 

On 6 meters or 2 meters CW or SSB, amateurs can use the Aurora by turning 

your antenna to the North and listening on popular frequencies.  A SSB signal will 

sound like someone whispering, and a CW signal will often sound like steam 

coming out of a tea kettle, little or no tone.     

Continued on page 3 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

13   14 15  ARES®: 
7pm OHHF 

3850/7240 LSB 
8pm Cuya. ’41 
8pm OHDN 

16 
8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

Simplex Net 

146.475 

17 

8pm  

LEARA  

NET  ’76 

18 19 

20 Easter   

    Sunday 

21 22  ARES®: 
7pm OHHF 

3850/7240 LSB 
8pm OHDEN 

3585/7072 Olivia 

23 
8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

Simplex Net 

146.475 

24 

8pm  

LEARA  

NET  ’76 

25 26 

27  Gilmour 

Special Event  

...See April  

QST, p. 94 

28 29  LEARA 

Meets at 

6:30pm  

MiMi’s  

Parma 

30 
8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

Simplex Net 

146.475 

1 

8pm  

LEARA  

NET  ’76 

2 3 

4 5 6   ARES®: 

7pm OHHF 

3850/7240 LSB 

8pm Cuya. ’41 
8pm OHDN 

7 

8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

Simplex Net 

146.475 

8 

8pm LEARA  

NET  ’76 

9pm Digital 

Net ’76 

9 10 

11 Mother’s  

         Day 

12 13   ARES®: 
7pm OHHF 

3850/7240 LSB 
8pm OHDEN 

3585/7072 Olivia 

14 

7pm Dist.10 

ARES®’7.015 

8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

15   
8pm  

LEARA  

NET  ’76 

16 Dayton 

  Hamvention 

17  Dayton 

Hamvention 

18  Dayton 

 Hamvention 

19 20   ARES®: 

7pm OHHF 

3850/7240 LSB 

8pm Cuya. ’41 
8pm OHDN 

21 

8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

Simplex Net 

146.475 

22 

8pm  

LEARA  

NET  ’76 

23 24 

25 26 27  LEARA 

Meets at 

6:30pm  

MiMi’s  

Parma 

28 

8pm Skywarn 

Practice ’76  

Simplex Net 

146.475 

29 

8pm  

LEARA  

NET  ’76 

30 31 

 

I can recall more than one ham has brought their radio to me in the past to “check out”.  They thought 

that their radio had developed a problem.  In reality they had just experienced the “Aurora” phenomena 

for the first time and did not recognize it.   

 

Most developed countries study and monitor the sun’s activities, understanding its potential impact upon us.  A large, 

high energy flare impacting earth has the potential to do massive damage to anything electrical.  An event of large 

magnitude would take years to recover from, even alter our way of life.   

 
Gary Zimmet WA8TJL 

 

For more information Google: Spaceweather.com, or 50 Mhz Propagation Logger 

 

(Continued from page 2)  Prez 

cont. 

May 

April 

http://www.Spaceweather.com
http://dxworld.com/50prop.html
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LEARA MEETING MARCH 25 

The Odyssey of the Argonauts 

Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 
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The Odyssey of the Argonauts 

Anthony Luscre, K8ZT 
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LEARA “On The Air” 
Club Net Information    

by Bill Schultz, AC8CO, and Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE 

The Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net is 
held on the 146.760 MHz (- 600 kHz offset, PL 110.9) 
on the second Thursday of every month at 9:00 PM ET.  
The software used for this net, FLDIGI, is available for 
download at http://www.w1hkj.com.  FLDIGI, FLWRAP, 
and FLMSG are the primary components needed to 
participate.  Consider joining the Thursday ARES Digi-
tal Net on the 2

nd
 Thursday of the month.  David Schultz 

(ad8ws@arrl.net) and Carl Gedeon (kb8vxe@arrl.net) 
can be contacted for further information concerning the 
ARES Digital Net. 

The Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net 

The Practice Net is scheduled each Wednesday at 8:00 
PM on LEARA's 146.76 repeater. The Simplex net con-
tinues after the regular net on 146.475.  Test you ability 
and develop your skills to talk to others without the use 
of a repeater.  If you would like to give us a hand please 
contact us at info@ccskywarn.org.  Be sure to visit 

the web page at www.ccskywarn.org. 

The Thursday Club Net (continued): 

The LEARA Net operations committee is com-
posed of the Net Control Operators (NCOs), Bill 
(AC8CO and Carl (KB8VXE) are the present com-
mittee co-chairs: 

 

 

 

 

We can always use more LEARA Members to be-
come Net Control Operators (NCOs).  It’s not that 
difficult to do.  It’s a GREAT way to learn the voic-
es and call signs of the members of the club as 
well as the visitors of the ham community.  Why 
not give the NCO slot a try?  It's an easy to learn 
job that is very important in emergencies (see also 
the Skywarn Net).  Your help is really needed! 

So, if you are a LEARA member, please consider 
joining us as an NCO.  We meet every Thursday, 
we learn to lead and test our radio skills, and we 
all want to help you be the best!  Contact Carl 
(kb8vxe@arrl.net) via email to join us and get 
started. 

Carl and I look forward to participating with you! 

Bill AC8CO / Carl KB8VXE 

The Thursday Club Net is held on our 146.760 MHz  
(- 600 kHz offset, PL 110.9) Repeater. 

For the month of March, 43 persons have checked 
in to the Net:  

 

 

For the months April thru June, the scheduled NCOs are: 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AC8CO Bill KD8VHP Will 

KB8VXE Carl KG8DN Ken 

KC8TJH Jeanne N8AUC Eric 

KD8ACO David W2THU Bob 

KD8TWG David   

AB8RZ Tom KD8FTS Eddie N8QAB Jason 

K8ARP Arp KD8MRC Bob N8TCK Dan 

K8EHP Mike KD8NEO Darrell N8UAY Jim 

K8GIL George KD8QJK Mark N8UAZ Tom 

K8JTK Jeff KD8RTF Mike N8UPZ Bill 

K8SAS Steve KD8SST Doug NF8O Dave 

K8WHB Bill KD8TWG Dave W2THU Bob 

K8WLF Fritz KD8VHP Will W8DEC Matt 

KA8VIT Bill KD8VIQ Gary W8EBB Matt 

KB8TGT Doug KD8WID Joel W8IE Ed 

KB8VXE Carl KE8ZZ Ed W8TWL Tracy 

KB8WUA Leon KG8DN Ken WA8TJL Gary 

KC8FQV Mark N8JQL Jim WB8QLT Linda 

KC8TJH Jeanne N8LEO Leon WB8ROK Ed 

KD8FHY Jim         

4/17/14 Eric N8AUC 

4/24/14 David KD8ACO 

5/1/14 David KD8TWG 

5/8/14 Jeanne KC8TJH 

5/15/14 Carl KB8VXE 

5/22/14 Bob W2THU 

5/29/14 Ken KG8DN 

6/5/14 Will KD8VHP 

6/12/14 Eric N8AUC 

6/19/14 David KD8ACO 

6/26/14     

mailto:ad8ws@arrl.net
mailto:kb8vxe@arrl.net
mailto:kb8vxe@arrl.net
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Upcoming Hamfests  
and Conventions 

 
04/20/2014  
Elyria OH 44035-1343 
Sponsor: American Red Cross 
Location: American Red Cross 
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  
Learn More 

 
05/08/2014  
Stow OH 44224-4097 

Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls ARC 
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library 
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  

Learn More 

 
05/10/2014  
Canton OH 44705-4374 

Sponsor: Stark County Area VE Team 
Location: Stark County EMA/EOC 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)  

Learn More 

 
05/11/2014  
Independence OH 44131-4841 

Sponsor: Cuyahoca ARS 
Location: Independence Old Town Hall 
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)  

Learn More 

 
05/18/2014  
Elyria OH 44035-1343 

Sponsor: American Red Cross 
Location: American Red Cross 
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  

Learn More 

 
05/20/2014  
Akron OH 44314-3614 

Sponsor: Pioneer AR Fellowship 
Location: Akron Baptist Temple 
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)  

Learn More 

Volunteer Exam Dates  
and Locations 
from www.arrl.org 

 

 

04/27/2014  
Athens Hamfest 
Location: Athens, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio As-
sociation 
Website: http://ac-ara.org/ 
Learn More 
 
05/16/2014  
Dayton Hamvention -  
"REGIONAL ARRL CENTENNIAL EVENT" 
Location: Trotwood, OH 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association 
Website: http://hamvention.org 

Learn More 

06/01/2014  
Breeze Shooters Hamfest and  
Computer Show 
Location: Butler, PA 
Type: ARRL Hamfest 
Sponsor: Breeze Shooters ARC 
Website: http://www.breezeshooters.net 
Learn More 
 

BUS TO DAYTON FOR 
HAMVENTION MAY 17 

The Pioneer Amateur Radio Fellowship, Inc., is 

offering bus transportation to the Hamvention 

from the Akron Baptist Temple starting 5:30 AM.  

 

Prior to April 15 the cost of the bus ride and the 

Hamvention ticket combined is $65.   

 

After April 15,  a “bus ride ONLY” for $50. is 

offered based on available space. 

 

For further information and reservations, contact: 

                    Joy Spencer, KA8TDF  

   330-745-5115 or KA8TDF@arrl.net 

http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/elyria-oh-44035-1343-64
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/elyria-oh-44035-1343-64
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/stow-oh-44224-4097-26
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/stow-oh-44224-4097-26
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/canton-oh-44705-4374-13
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/canton-oh-44705-4374-13
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-39
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/independence-oh-44131-4841-39
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/elyria-oh-44035-1343-65
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/elyria-oh-44035-1343-65
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/akron-oh-44314-3614-21
http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/akron-oh-44314-3614-21
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/athens-hamfest-3
http://ac-ara.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/athens-hamfest-3
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/dayton-hamvention-regional-arrl-centennial-event
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/dayton-hamvention-regional-arrl-centennial-event
http://hamvention.org/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/dayton-hamvention-regional-arrl-centennial-event
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/breeze-shooters-hamfest-and-computer-show
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/breeze-shooters-hamfest-and-computer-show
http://www.breezeshooters.net/
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/breeze-shooters-hamfest-and-computer-show
mailto:KA8TDF@arrl.net
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 One of the questions I was 

asked about the Raspberry 

PI was “why would I want 

to get one of these?”  I can 

say with absolute certainty: the answer isn't going 

to be the same for everyone.  My recommenda-

tion is to find a project that really gets you excit-

ed!  Go out and do it.  Then do it better.  Make it 

a learning tool as it was intended.  The hardware, 

operating system, and many projects are pub-

lished under the Open Source model.  The con-

cept of Open Source is something that can be 

freely used, changed, and shared.  This means 

YOU can download a project and “hack” it your-

self.  From there, explore other projects or prototype 

one of your own!............................................................. 

 

In my previous article, I mentioned two ways to find 

projects.  For an initial project, I suggest finding some-

thing that has a good amount of detail in the instruc-

tions.  This way you won't be frustrated if they are 

vague or unclear.  Projects with videos and screen-

shots are always helpful for me to visualize what is 

taking place and I'm able to check my settings with 

theirs.  On the other hand, if the project doesn’t work, 

it’s a great opportunity to sharpen troubleshooting 

skills. 

 

After finding out about the Raspberry Pi and seeing 

projects appearing in blogs and podcasts, the project 

that got me excited was the “DVAP Pi Hotspot.”  If 

you're on D-STAR, you probably know about a couple 

dongles that make D-STAR available to you if there is 

not a repeater nearby.  These dongles traditionally need 

a PC computer, USB connection, and Internet connec-

tion to access the D-STAR network. 

 

The blue box is called the “DV Dongle.”  It is D-

STAR in a box.  It uses your computer speakers and 

microphone for sending and receiving Digital Voice 

(DV).  This dongle does the encoding and decoding 

internally.  I don’t know of any Raspberry Pi projects 

using the DV Dongle yet.  The second is the red box 

called the “DV Access Point Dongle” or DVAP.  This 

device has a low power, 10 mW 2m or 440 transceiver 

that works with a D-STAR radio.  It passes the bits 

from the Internet & D-STAR network over the air to 

your D-STAR radio and vice versa.  The radio does the 

encoding and decoding.  These devices are great for 

traveling as they can be hooked to a laptop and used in 

a hotel room to link back to your home repeater or fa-

vorite reflector. 

 

I had been hearing about this DVAP Pi Hotspot on D-

STAR nets.  Two advantages were the unit was self-

contained, making it no longer necessary to keep a 

desktop computer running with the DVAP connected.  

Since the Raspberry Pi draws far less power than a 

desktop, some were leaving their DVAP Pi running all 

the time.  The second advantage was it could be easily 

converted into a mobile setup. 

 

I follow the guys over at AmateurLogic.TV.  They’re 

the longest running podcast dedicated to Amateur Ra-

dio and technology.  In episode 60, Tommy, N5ZNO, 

did a segment on how he setup his DVAP Pi.  The pro-

ject seemed easy enough and the setup was just like 

Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK, Provides Article #2 in his Series 

Dongle Bits 
(What you’ve always wanted to know about those new microprocessors  

but were afraid to ask…) 

K8JTK 

2. Your First Project? 

http://www.amateurlogic.tv/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WHGzJCW28oI&t=37m52s


April 2014__             _     The Spirit of ’76 and ’88  ~  44 Years of Service to the Community               Page 9  

how I wanted mine to 

operate: “headless” 

where the app starts 

automatically so a 

video monitor is not 

required, has SSH 

(Linux Secure Shell) 

enabled, and connects 

to a mobile hotspot.  

Soon after seeing the 

segment, I ordered 

my Raspberry Pi. 

 

I completed the pro-

ject and got it up and 

running in short order.  

Wow!  I was so 

amazed I got to exper-

iment with this small, 

but powerful comput-

er and have a portable D-STAR hotspot I can take with 

me anywhere.  Using a cell phone for the Internet con-

nection, I am limited to the coverage area of my cell 

phone provider, big red.  Their coverage is very good 

and I don't have many disconnects.  I use a portable 

charging station (fancy word for “battery pack”) as the 

power source.  The pack has 2 USB ports so I can run 

the Raspberry Pi and charge my cell phone at the same 

time.  I've also used my 1A micro-USB car charger to 

power the Raspberry Pi.  If the setup is on a home net-

work, there is no need to worry about cell coverage or a 

portable power source. 

 

I'll leave the video tutorial to Tommy.  I did a detailed 

post on my site that shows, step-by-step, how I set mine 

up.  It’s a little more advanced than Tommy’s setup but 

it fixed an issue I was having. 

When I booted the Raspberry Pi and tried to link the 

DVAP to a gateway, I frequently got a “gateway un-

known” error message.  This error means the remote D-

STAR system doesn't exist or is offline.  However, nei-

ther was the case.  The problem was the DVAP soft-

ware was not able to authenticate my callsign with the 

D-STAR authentication servers.  This happened be-

cause the WiFi interface wasn't fully operational before 

the DVAP software tried to log me in.  I was running 

into this error enough for it to be frustrating.  Usually a 

reboot would work, however a few times I had to re-

boot 3 or 4 times.  I fixed the issue with a Linux shell 

script (like a DOS batch file) to make sure the Internet 

was accessible before the DVAP software is started.  

Volá, fixed my problem! :) 

(Continued from page 8)  

Public Service Opportunities 
TNX, Carl, KB8VXE 

Date: Event Contact 

May 18 Rite Aide Cleveland Marathon KC8PD 

July 24 Day One, Pan Ohio Hope Ride (TBD) 

July 24-27 Four-Day Pan Ohio Hope Ride N8SX 

July 27 Cleveland Triathlon AD8WS 

August 2-3 MS Pedal-to-the-Point N8YNR 

August 10 Gay Games Triathlon KB8VXE 

August 24 Bellefaire JCB Biathlon KC8NZJ 

September 7 (Rocky) River Run N8AUC 

September 13 Susan B. Komen Race for Cure KB8VBR 

Additionally, I added to the setup by installing VNC.  

VNC (Virtual Network Computing) is a way to view 

and control the graphical desktop of the Raspberry Pi 

(or any computer) over a network connection.  Since 

there are SSH and VNC applications for smartphones, I 

am able to fully control the Raspberry Pi from my 

phone with it connected to the WiFi hotspot applica-

tion. 

 

That’s the first project I did with my Raspberry Pi.  I’ve 

done a couple other projects and see some other ones I 

would like to try out.  Right now, I mostly use my 

Raspberry Pi as a DVAP hotspot. 

 

Next time, we'll take a look at how other hams are us-

ing microcomputers in their projects.  If you have any 

projects using the Raspberry Pi, Arduino, Galileo, Bea-

gleBoard/Bone, or any others, let me know: 

K8JTK@ARRL.Net                                             -AR- 

Where’s your Dongle? 

(TNX to WA8ZHN) 

Photo by Tom N8ETP 

http://www.k8jtk.org/2014/03/25/dvap-pi-hotspot/
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mailto:sahphillips@gmail.com
mailto:AD8WS@arrl.net
mailto:jeff@cia.net
mailto:KB8VXE@arrl.net
mailto:KC8NZJ@gmail.com
mailto:N8AUC@yahoo.com
mailto:KB8VBR@yahoo.com
mailto:K8JTK@ARRL.Net


LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association 
44 Years of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969 - 

 

VOICE REPEATERS:  

  

146.76/R- Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone) 

146.88/R– IRLP Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz  tone)  IRLP Node 4282 

224.90/R- Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone) 

444.40/R+ Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone) 

444.70/R+ Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)     

        

 

INTERNET:     

●  www.leara.org  
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to:  spirit76-request@leara.org 

 Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body. 

 Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy. 

10,000+ police officers entrust their lives to Amateur Radio  

 

More than 10,000 law enforcement personnel from around the world have assembled on Death Valley Road 

in the Mojave Desert outside of Baker, California to begin this (March 22-23, 2013) weekend's 30th annual 

running of what is known as 'The World's Longest Police Foot Pursuit'. 

 

The Baker to Vegas Challenge Cup Relay Race, a grueling, 120 mile ordeal, has become the premier com-

petitive event among the world’s law enforcement agencies. 

 

The race begins outside of Baker, California at the gateway to Death Valley. Death Valley holds the record 

as the hottest location on earth, with an officially recorded temperature of 134.0 F (57.6C). Ground tempera-

tures in this area can exceed 200 F. This land truly belongs to the rattlesnakes and coyotes. The race winds 

through the Mojave Desert before crossing the Spring Mountains at Mountain Springs Pass (5,530 Ft Elv) 

and then descending into the glitter gulch, Las Vegas, Nevada, some 120 miles from the Start Line. 

 

Humans do not fare well in this extreme environment. Severe medical incidents, as well as deaths occur in 

this event. There is no telephone service or medical facilities in this desolate part of the world. The event 

must carry in all of their own emergency medical personnel and equipment. They must also build their own 

communications infrastructure. 

 

The communication system needs to cover an area of 8,100 square miles, roughly the same area as the states 

of Connecticut, Delaware, and Rhode Island combined. Entering the picture is Joy Matlack KD6FJV and 

her 650 amateur radio volunteers. Matlack, the long serving Communications Director oversees a multi-

tiered infra-structure of ham radio, business band, aeronautical, and public safety communication systems.    

... 

John-N7UR        
                           Excerpt from  Nevada Amateur Radio Newswire       

                                                                                                      Original story: http://nevadahamradio.com  

http://www.leara.org
mailto:spirit76-request@leara.org?subject=subscribe
http://nevadahamradio.com/

