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On March 26th, LEARA returns once again to

Harry’s Steakhouse
5664 Brecksville Road in Independence - Link
LEARA’s Program at Harry’s on March 26th

DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS
AKA

“What’s That Strange Noise on ’76?”

By Eric Jessen, N8AUC
Nothing beats a live demonstration
when you want to learn all about a
new radio mode! At the LEARA
meeting our own Eric N8AUC will
bring his radio, Fldigi (“fast light
digital”) software and his Signalink
USB interface to show us the fun
N8AUC
the ARES guys have been having.
What we will learn, as this software’s “Op Mode” column shows, is that dozens of digital modes are available,
from old time ones like CW and RTTY, to some of the
newer, low-power ways to “get the message there with
perfect copy,” like MT63 and Olivia. Dinner is at 6:30
and Eric’s program will start near 7:30 PM.
The meeting returns us to the site of our holiday party,
back in November, i.e., the banquet room at Harry’s
Steakhouse on Brecksville Road in Independence.
Since our attendance has been up recently, we’ve told
the restaurant to expect 35 people at this meeting, so as
Eric says, “Be There or Be Square.” Come and watch
Eric click on the waterfall and create his own RF “chat
room” in the receive-transmit fields of Fldigi.

The dinner will be buffet-style, including Chicken
Marsala, Baked Lemon Pepper Scrod, Baked Au
Gratin Potatoes, Rice Pilaf, salad & rolls, vegetable of
the day, assorted pastries, coffee, decaf, tea & iced
tea. No need to state menu preference—we just need
your RSVP with how many are coming by SUNDAY
NIGHT, March 24. Please state the number of reservations you are making in the dinner reservation page at
the leara.org website, or call Marv Grossman: 440248-0031. Cost: $22 (includes gratuity). Fizzy drinks
and alcoholic beverages will be available downstairs at
the bar. Note: The meeting room is upstairs from the
main restaurant. If you have problems with navigating
stairways, there is a ramp / short set of stairs at the back
of the building.
The restaurant location is at 5664 Brecksville Road
(Route 21), Independence, OH 44131. Harry’s
Steakhouse is on Route 21 just north of the I-77/I-480
interchange.
From the north, take I-77 S to exit #157 (Route 21)
and go south. Harry's will be on the right (west) side
of the street.
From the south, get off I-77 at exit 155 (Rockside
Road), turn right on Rockside, and then left on Route
21. Harry's will be one mile north of Rockside, on the
left (west) side of the street.
From the east, take I-480 to exit 21 (Transportation
Blvd), go north on Transportation Blvd. to Granger,
take the ramp to I-77 south/OH-21, then immediately
exit on OH-21 S. Harry's will be ~1/2 mi south, on the
right side of the road.
From the west, Take I-480 E to I-77 S, take exit #156
(Rockside Road), turn left (east) on Rockside, then left
on Route 21. Harry's will be 1 mile north of Rockside,
on the left (west) side of Route 21.
(Thanks to Sara and Bryan Torok for information!)

-AR-
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The Prez Says

Winter is still with us here in Ohio, but
the days are getting longer! I habitually
by Gary Zimmet, WA8TJL
defer many little projects that may require
work bench time and test equipment to the
winter months, and I still have a few winter projects
on the bench.
At the last LEARA meeting Dave, W8KFJ, showed
us his winter project…a new SDR (Software Defined Radio) HF transceiver that sells for $129.00!
Dave’s program showed us some of the new SDR
related products out there now available, and some
of the things that they can do. Dave also showed us
his current project, an RF amplifier to be used with
the $129 SDR transceiver.

Last week, the March issues of my amateur radio
magazines (QST and CQ) arrived. While looking them over, I observed a brief
article discussing “Raspberry Pi” and some ideas for applications for amateur radio that got my attention. I Googled “Raspberry Pi” and discovered a wealth of
information about this credit-card-sized single-board computer developed in the
UK by the Raspberry Pi Foundation about one year ago, with the intention of promoting the teaching of basic computer science in schools. Two models are available at $25 and $35 (I did not leave off any zero’s) fully assembled. This computer
board will not compete with the fine laptops and desktops that are available out
there, but is apparently quite capable of performing many applications for amateur
radio. My Google search found articles using this computer for APRS, PACKET,
Repeater Controllers, Rig control, etc. With its power consumption under 5 watts
at 5 volts, I immediately thought of an application; logging and dupe checking at
field day where we use battery power. I even found an article on logging with
Raspberry Pi from a German ham. Then thinking about last month’s program at
the LEARA meeting, could “Raspberry Pi” be configured to work with the SDR
transceiver that Dave, W8KFJ showed us at the meeting? WOW!
Look for a future program at LEARA about “Raspberry Pi”. You too might have a
new winter project –if you can wait that long.
73, Gary, WA8TJL -ARThe Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran,
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a
Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The LEARA newsletter
usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are typically required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-2480031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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Yaesu FT-1000 Mark-V Field Transceiver
For Sale—Mint Condition
HF 100-Watt All Mode Transceiver
with built-in power supply.
Frequency range: 160 through 10 Meters
This transceiver is in good operating condition and
has been owned by W1HEO exclusively since it
was purchased. It has served primarily as a
backup unit in recent years.

The unit has never been operated mobile or used
outside the radio shack and has been kept
under dust cover when not in use.
—

For details, contact D.E. (Dee) Logan, W1HEO
at (440) 352-8292

deverelogan@gmail.com
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Dave Kennett, W8KFJ, with SDR Updated
at Massimo da Milano’s on February 26th
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Dave Kennett, W8KFJ, with SDR Updated
at Massimo da Milano’s on February 26th
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information
by Bill Schultz, AC8CO, and Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

March 2013

The software used for this net, FLDIGI, is available for
download at http://www.w1hkj.com. FLDIGI, FLWRAP,
and FLMSG are the primary components needed to participate. Since LEARA's Friday SSTV Net has been suspended, please consider joining the Thursday ARES Digital Net
until the SSTV Net resumes. David Schultz (ad8ws@arrl.net)
can be contacted for further information concerning the
ARES Digital Net.
The Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
This year, the National Weather Service will be giving it's
annual Spotter Training Class on Thursday, April 4 starting at
6:00 PM ET. Spotter Training must be updated at least once
every two years. The location for this training is:
The Mayfield Village Civic Center
6622 Wilson Mills Road
Mayfield Village, Ohio 44143

The Thursday Club Net is held on our 146.760 MHz (- 600
kHz offset, PL 110.9) Repeater.
This past month (February), the following persons have
checked in to the Net:
AC8CO
AD8WS
K8ARP
K8EHP
K8ISY
K8JTK
K8SAS
K8WHB
K8WLF
KA8VIT
KB8MHZ
KB8TGT
KB8VBR
KB8VXE
KC8FQV
KC8MNW
KC8NZJ
KC8TJH
KD8ACO

BILL
DAVID
ARP
MIKE
JOHN
JEFF
STEVE
BILL
FRITZ
BILL
LILLIE
DOUG
LEONE
CARL
MARK
JEANNIE
MATT
JEANNE
DAVID

KD8FTS
KD8MBJ
KD8QWJ
KD8TWG
KD8TYZ
KG8DN
N8AUC
N8DOA
N8OOF
N8UAZ
N8UPZ
NK3J
W2THU
WA8LGM
WA8TJL
WB8QLT
WB8ROK
WB8SDA
WD8GEO

EDDIE
LAURA
BILL
DAVE
JIM
KEN
ERIC
BILL
BRIAN
TOM
BILL
KEN
BOB
JOHN
GARY
LINDA
ED
CARMEN
GEORGE

For the months of March and April the scheduled NCOs are:
03-07
03-14
03-21
03-28
04-04
04-11
04-18
04-25

KB8VXE
W2THU
AC8CO
KG8DN
N8AUC
KC8TJH
KD8ACO
KC8TJH

Carl
Bob
Bill
Ken
Eric
Jeanne
David
Jeanne

The Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net is held
on the 146.760 MHz
(- 600 kHz offset, PL 110.9)
on
the second Thursday of every month at 9:00 PM ET.

Practice Nets are scheduled each Wednesday at 8:00 PM on
LEARA's 146.76 repeater. The backup repeater is our 146.88
repeater. A third repeater that is used and monitored for local
traffic is the 442.125 repeater (+ 600 PL 82.5). This year we
will be exercising techniques for running a net on simplex, in
case all repeaters should be inoperable. As always, there can
never be enough net control operators. During a storm, we
need net control operators and liaisons for District 2 and
NWS information relays. If you would like to give us a hand
please contact us at cuyahogaskywarn@gmail.com. Be sure
to visit the web page at www.ccskywarn.org.
The Thursday Club Net (continued):
The LEARA Net operations committee is composed of the
Net Control Operators (NCOs), Bill (AC8CO and Carl
(KB8VXE) are the present committee co-chairs:
AC8CO
KB8VXE
KC8TJH
KD8ACO

Bill
Carl
Jeanne
David

KG8DN
N8AUC
W2THU
W8DEC

Ken
Eric
Bob
Matt

We need more LEARA Members to become Net Control Operators (NCOs). Okay, we said the same thing last month!
But, we hear many more than us check-in to the net each
week! Why not give the NCO slot a try? It's an easy to learn
job that is very important in emergencies.
So, if you are a LEARA member, please consider joining us
as an NCO. We meet every Thursday, we learn to lead and
test our radio skills, and we all want to help you be the best!
Contact Bill (ac8co@arrl.net) or Carl (kb8vxe@arrl.net) via
email to join us and get started.
This year "on-the-net" is off to a great start. Carl and I hope
to talk to each of you soon!
Bill — AC8CO

-AR-
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Need a RIDE to Dayton May 18th?

The CARS club (Independence) and
the PARF club (Akron) are offering
one-day rides to and from the Dayton Hamvention
starting in the wee hours on Saturday morning. Space is
limited and prices & terms differ, so you may wish to
check on these options soon. (Hamvention admission
ticket is NOT included..)
CARS bus: Leaves at 3:30 am from Kmart at Engle and
Bagley in Middleburg Hts. and then picks up riders at
4:00 am from the Kmart lot at I-71 and Rt. 303 on the
way. CARS:...www.2cars.org
PARF bus: Leaves 5:30 am from the Akron Baptist
Temple, 2324 Manchester Road. Email or call Joy
Spencer: KA8TDF@arrl.net, or 330-745-5115.
PARF:...http://www.qsl.net/w8ctt/2013%20Dayton%
20Application.htm
-AR-

Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions
from www.arrl.org
03/17/2013
TMRA Radio/Comp/Electronics Hamfest
Location: Perrysburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio Association
Website: http://www.tmrahamradio.org
Learn More
04/13/2013
59th Annual Hamfest
Location: Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.cfarc.org/hamfest2013.html
Learn More
05/17/2013
Dayton Hamvention
Location: Trotwood, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Assn. (DARA)
Website: http://hamvention.org
Learn More
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Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations
from www.arrl.org

03/17/2013 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
03/24/2013 | Newton Falls OH 44444-1639
Sponsor: Warren ARA
Location: Newton Falls Community Center
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
04/06/2013 | Kirtland OH 44094-8500
Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
04/06/2013 | Ravenna OH 44266-2191
Sponsor: Portage County ARS Inc.
Location: PCARS
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
04/19/2013 | Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
04/21/2013 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
04/30/2013 | Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
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MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
09 March 2013 at the Highland Hills Village Hall,
Highland Hills, Ohio
(Subject to Revision)

Trustees present: N8XDO, K8SGX, W8AZO,
WB8APD, WA8TJL, K8EHP, KG8DN, K8JTK,
N8AUC, KD8FTS, N8OOF
Trustees excused:
W2THU,
AC8CO,
WD8JMM,
N8YNR
1. The meeting was called to order by WA8TJL
at 0900 hrs.
2. The minutes of the previous meeting, with
the supplement as published in the February newsletter, were accepted.
3. WB8APD as club treasurer announced that
our current club funds are adequate and bills are
paid.
4. Membership by W8AZO: 128 paid up for
2013, 72 un-renewed so far following 2012, and 33
un-renewed from the previous year.
5. KD8FTS for venue committee: Eddie reminded us of the sudden closure of JB Milano’s and
the quick switch to Massimo da Milano’s for the
February 26th meeting. The committee has committed us to Harry’s for March, Stancato’s for April
(using the downstairs larger room), and probably
for Mi Mi’s in May. A similar sequence is planned
for fall. They plan a survey of the membership to
take place at the November meeting, and they wonder if the club members would like an east side location (which might replace the closed JB Milano’s). He indicated that the membership seemed
to like about three different restaurant locations (on
the average).
6. N8XDO asked if there should be any changes in the 50-50 raffle procedure. The consensus
was that the current practice is working and should
be continued.
7. N8AUC on programs: No one else has offered to take the lead as chair, so he will continue.
The program for March will feature Eric N8AUC as

March 2013

speaker (perhaps with a colleague) on “Digital
Communications – What’s that strange noise on
’76?” He plans a live demo at the meeting using
the Signalink USB interface. Bill, WB9LBI, an
entertaining and engaging speaker, is the speaker
for April on “Traffic Handling.” After the field
day and picnic meetings, he hopes to get ARRL
officers as speakers for fall meetings. Eddie
KD8FTS offered to do a program on Amateur Radio on the International Space Station, and Eric invited Bill K8SGX to consider a program on the repeater upgrades. Gary WA8TJL commented on a
possible need for a topic to review protocols and
safety practices for the various kinds of radio
equipment and operating modes.
8. K8SGX for the technical committee: Both
repeaters are now using the same software program
for making adjustments. There is a problem with
the phone patch at both sites, and Bill plans to get
these working but normally “turned off” (but available as a backup option for each). There is an antenna issue related to the ’76 input at the’88 site,
and sometime this summer he will check it out.
There was some discussion (and clarifications by
Bill) of other technical-related issues.
9. N8AUC on Field Day: He reviewed the status of Lakefront State Park and its supervision history as related to the vote coming up April 1st regarding State vs. Cleveland oversight. He believes
we may eventually need to look for a new site,
something appropriate (altitude) and publicly accessible with adequate bathroom facilities. Eric
asked us to begin looking for alternatives. Eddie
KD8FTS mentioned a possible location in Bay Village on Wolf Road. Harper Ridge in Solon was
mentioned. N8OOF suggested that we try to get a
permit secured for Cleveland Lakefront State Park
before the end of this month, and N8AUC mentioned that through ARES they have worked on improved relations with the city of Cleveland through
use of the county EOC site. The consensus was that
our current site at CLSP is worth saving if possible.
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Trustees
cont.

The Spirit of ’76 and ’88 ~ 43 Years of Service to the Community
(Continued from page 8)

10. Old Business:

a) N8OOF said N8YNR
apologized for not being here, and that Jeff had a
list of non-LEARA members he thought we could
invite to the club via postcard. Marv mentioned
his unproductive effort on this previously, but had
no objection to Jeff’s effort if he wanted to go forward.
Eddie
KD8FTS
mentioned
using
“callsign@arrl” as an email recruitment method.
Bryan also mentioned N8YNR’s “small computer”
option for repeater control, but Bill K8SGX thought
that there was no longer such a need. There was further related discussion, but no action considered.
b) WA8TJL raised the issue of whether we can
allow our repeaters to be used by a conference
group for a few days when they are here using a
Carnegie Road hotel for a meeting this spring.
Bryan may also consider offering his own repeater
for their use. Gary and Eric concluded that the option to use our repeaters is still available on request.
c) Marv W8AZO formalized a resolution about
our obsolete packet equipment. Bryan N800F
mentioned that we would need to read the proposal
at the next meeting. The membership will be aware
of this consideration via this item in the minutes,
and we determined that the resolution be read.

effort in this regard, and Eddie asked whether or not
we wanted to support this effort. They are looking
at next winter (2013-2014) about January, to offer a
district-wide class for five or six weeks on a weekday evening at a central venue.
Public service
groups and hospital staffs are potential target audiences. Gary will contact Mike Voleski, KD8JUF,
current DEC for ARES District 10, to offer our support, including that we would provide books for up
to five applicants.
11. New Business. (none proposed)
12. K8SGX moved that we adjourn and N8OOF
seconded. We adjourned the meeting near 1100
hrs.
Respectfully submitted,
Ken Kane, KG8DN
for Secretary Bob Winston, W2THU

LEARA OFFERS CONDOLENCES
to the family of
John C. Gibbons, N8OBJ
On the passing of his father …

d) Marv W8AZO returned to the issue of reducing the number of board members in
LEARA. He proposed to allow such a reduction to
occur through attrition, and he re-read a detailed
proposal providing for a board of nine to fifteen
members, adjusted relative to the number of total
club members. This idea met with general approval.
(Bryan N8OOF studied our history on this; see the
January board minutes for further details.) Eddie
KD8FTS pointed out that our large board also produces a good level of productive interaction.
e) Eddie KD8FTS and the issue of providing a
Technician license class. He mentioned that there
are small pockets of folks who could be served. The
ARES District 10 group is considering a regional
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John H. Gibbons, K8BGV

Last Man Standing
to Feature Amateur Radio Story Line
-

- Airs Tentatively on Friday, March 15
from ARRL.org
In an episode tentatively scheduled to air Friday, March
15, the hit ABC comedy Last Man Standing -- starring
Tim Allen as Mike Baxter, KA0XTT -- will feature a
secondary ham radio storyline. This is the first time that
the show will highlight Amateur Radio in its plot,
showing various cast members on the air and communicating via ham radio.
In Episode 217 -- called “The Fight” -- Mike’s daughter
Mandy (played by Molly Ephraim), gets her cell phone
taken away as punishment. She discovers Mike’s home
shack in the basement and uses ham radio to make faraway friends. According to Last Man Standing Producer
John Amodeo, NN6JA, the home shack is a brand new
set built just for this episode. The ARRL provided many
of the awards and certificates -- including 5 Band DXCC,
5 Band Worked All States, 5 Band Worked All Continents, VUCC (for 50 MHz), the Diamond DXCC Challenge and the Morse Code Proficiency Certificate -- seen
on Mike Baxter’s home shack wall.
Two other regular cast members -- Mike’s boss Ed
Alzate (played by Hector Elizondo) and Mike’s coworker Kyle Anderson (played by Christoph Sanders) -will also have Amateur Radio call signs and be shown on
the radio.

“As a ham, I am very excited to be able to have an episode that presents our hobby in an upbeat and positive
way,” Amodeo told the ARRL. “As a television producer, I am pleased to present a very funny episode for our
more than 7 million viewers. This episode will feature
more ham gear than seen in mainstream movies such
as Frequency, Contact and Super 8 -- all great films that
had Amateur Radio in them.
It’s worth noting that although hams will enjoy the episode, it was written with our 7 million non-ham viewers
in mind. Please be prepared for some inconsistencies
related to Amateur Radio, but enjoy the show nevertheless.”
Last Man Standing is produced by 20th Century Fox for
the ABC Television Network and airs on Friday nights at
8 PM Eastern and Pacific and 7 PM Central.
-AR-

LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
- 43 Years of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969 VOICE REPEATERS:
146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone) IRLP Node 4282
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

LAST
CALL:
PAY
YOUR
DUES!

