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LEARA meets at Mi Mi’s, Tuesday, January 29, 2013

Ham Radio at Pan Ohio Hope Ride
By Scott Phillips, N8SX, ARES OH ASEC
A four-day summer fund-raiser spanning the State from top to bottom,
this cycling event is described by Eric, N8AUC, as “MS-150 on Steroids.” After our dinner on January 29, we will hear first-hand reports about this remarkaScott Phillips, N8SX ble ride from the Ohio ARES assistant emergency coordinator, Scott Phillips,
N8SX. POHR begins at CWRU in Cleveland, winds through rural Ohio (with
stops for lodging at the College of Wooster, Otterbein University and Wittenberg University) and ends at
Great American Ballpark (hope of the Cincinnati Reds). Proceeds from the ride benefit the American Cancer
Society.
Amateur radio operators provide specific tactical and strategic support throughout the event, coordinating medical services, safety services, equipment transportation and recovery, and general logistics and
materials support for event staff and their evolving needs. Due to the demanding nature of the course and
wide range of participant ability, Safety and Gear, or SAG, volunteers are critical for maintaining course
visibility and rider safety throughout the event, as event staff do not have nearly sufficient resources to
achieve that visibility or rapid emergency communication if limited to using cell phones and text messages.
A highly motivated and specialized group of public service volunteers, Team SAGCOMM was formed
in 2012 with a simple mission: Absolute excellence in amateur radio public service, and to set the standard
for that excellence to which all others ought be
For Round Ten in the Tour, we meet at
held. As many operators consider Dayton and Field
Mi Mi’s Family Restaurant in Parma!
Day to be the peak of their amateur radio involvement
each year, Team SAGCOMM is much more at home
Your $15. at Mi Mi’s, 7528 Broadview Road, Parma on
in service to others at major events such as the Pan
the southwest corner of Broadview and Pleasant Valley
Roads, will get you Marinated Chicken Breast, Roast Ohio Hope Ride, MS150 Pedal to the Point, & Pelo-ARBeef, Spaghetti or White Fish and your meal will in- tonia, also a cancer benefit ride."
clude soup, the salad bar, beverage, dessert, tax and gratuity!
Your reservation for one of the four entrées is
DUE NO LATER THAN 9:00 PM LOCAL TIME
ON SUNDAY NIGHT, JANUARY 27. You may reserve the number of dinners and each entrée chosen by
using the dinner reservation section of the LEARA website, www.leara.org, or telephone Marv Grossman,
W8AZO, at his automated LEARA voice line: 440-2480031. See you on the 29th for a great time!
-AR-
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The Prez Says
“Reflecting upon the recent
holiday season.”

by Gary Zimmet, WA8TJL

I usually take some time off from work during
the Holiday Season. My wife and I had the opportunity to spend some quality time with
friends, family and with each other. These are
things that everyone looks forward to, every
holiday season.
Then, there are the seasonal chores. Some of
my time was required for the repair of the snow
-blower and keeping the driveway cleared.
There were some projects around the house that needed some attention; my
workbench in the shack needed lots of attention. Then there is our dog, Toby! Of course, he wanted some of my attention too! The walks in the park
did me some good also.
I did spend much of my time in my shack, on the radio. I was mostly on the
HF bands, not much different than when I was a teenager on a week end, or
holiday, not allowing my usual bedtime to interfere with the pursuit of answers to the questions on my mind. That was before computers, and the
internet with DX spots and propagation predictions. As a teenager, I had a
very used ARRL Handbook, and an old used shortwave radio. I read a lot
about how various components and circuits worked and looked at the drawings. I also saw the diagrams depicting DX propagation. I soon realized that
you actually had to turn your radio on, and listen to determine information
about DX propagation.
My questions? ...

(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran,
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a
Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The LEARA newsletter
usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are typically required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-2480031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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Prez,

(Continued from page 2)

cont.

How does that work? When is the best time to try from this area of the country? What is
the best frequency to use? What DX country will I hear? -- You have to listen and be there
on the radio to find out.

I did make many interesting QSO’s on several bands during this holiday season on both SSB and CW, the
old fashioned way. I discovered some nice openings on 10 meters and one opening on “The Magic
Band” (6 meters) also. Yes, the questions are much the same as when I was a teenager. Answering the
questions is still part of the fun.
I will be looking forward to these activities next year also. Now we can proceed with the balance of Winter!
Do you have questions?
Gary Zimmet, WA8TJL
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LEARA HOLIDAY PARTY
At Harry’s Steakhouse
November 27, 2012
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information
by Bill Schultz, AC8CO, and Carl Gedeon, KB8VXE

The Thursday Club Net is held on our 146.760 MHz
(- 600 kHz offset, PL 110.9) Repeater.
Our Club Net is beginning the new year with a big
Thank You to David Noeth who has ably managed the
organization of this net for the past several years, continues to participate as a capable and innovative Net
Control Operator, and has volunteered to continue to
help with organization as a member of our newly
formed LEARA Club Net Committee.
Your new
leaders are: Bill Schultz (AC8CO) and Carl Gideon
(KB8VXE) as co-chairs of a committee of LEARA
members interested in the promotion and improvement
of LEARA through its Thursday (Weekly) Club Net.
At present there are 8 members of our committee,
the Net Control Operators (NCOs):
AC8CO
Bill
KB8VXE Carl
KC8TJH
Jeanne
KD8ACO David
KG8DN
Ken
N8AUC
Eric
W2THU
Bob
W8DEC
Matt
For the months of January and February
the scheduled NCOs are:
01-03
KD8ACO
David
01-10
KC8TJH
Jeanne
01-17
W2THU
Bob
01-24
KG8DN
Ken
01-31
W8DEC
Matt
02-07
AC8CO
Bill
02-14
N8AUC
Eric
02-21
KD8ACO
David
02-28
KB8VXE
Carl

January 2013

We need more Net Control Operators (NCOs)
for several reasons:
- more NCOs, a lighter load for all!
- more NCOs makes it easy to find a replacement when a scheduled NCO needs one.
- more experienced NCOs means the better
prepared we are for emergencies should
such a nasty situation occur.
So, if you are a LEARA member, please consider
joining the fun as an NCO. We meet every Thursday, we learn to lead and test our radio skills, and
we meet interesting people. It's not hard, and we
all want to help you be the best! Contact Bill
(ac8co@arrl.net) or Carl (kb8vxe@arrl.net) via
email to join us and get started.
The Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net is
held on the 146.760 MHz (- 600 kHz offset, PL 110.9)
on the second Thursday of every month at 9:00 PM ET.
The software used for this net, FLDIGI, is available for
download at http://www.w1hkj.com.
FLDIGI,
FLWRAP, and FLMSG are the primary components
needed to participate. David Schultz (ad8ws@arrl.net)
can be contacted for further information concerning this
net.
LEARA's Friday SSTV Net has been suspended.
Please consider joining the Thursday ARES Digital Net
until the SSTV Net resumes. (Heck, we might even
recruit some of the digital net folks to do SSTV!)
The Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net starts
Wednesday, February 20th at 8pm on LEARA's
146.760 MHz repeater. NWS training scheduled for
April 4, 2013, but the location remains to be determined. So, stand by and keep checking the revitalized
web page with training, schedules, and other information at http://ccskywarn.org. The NWS has is changing their web pages, so ccskywarn.org is in the process
of implementing these updates., Cuyahoga County Skywarn can use additional NCOs. If you would like to try
your hand at it, please contact:
cuyahogaskywarn@gmail.com.
Carl and I look forward to this new year
"on-the-net". We hope to talk to each of
you soon!
Bill — AC8CO
-AR-
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Websites for Your Audio Feeds on ’76 & ’88
(Photo TNX Joanne, KB8TGX) by Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK, Webmaster
.

If you're not
familiar
with
RadioReference
(www.radioreference.com) and the website Broadcastify (www.broadcastify.com), these are two websites that provide information about radio communication largely to scanner enthusiasts.
RadioReference
includes a frequency database, trunked radio system
information, and FCC license data. The wiki and forums are the place for public safety communication
professionals and hobbyists to discuss radio communication, details of programming and operating radio
communication equipment, and related information.
Broadcastify hosts over 3,000 live audio broadcasts
that include Police, Fire, EMS, Amateur Radio, and
other associated communications. These feeds are provided for free and by volunteers using their own equipment and Internet connection. Live feeds were part of
RadioReference but are in the process of being spunoff to Broadcastify.
Last year, both of LEARA's 2 meter machines were made available on Broadcastify. Each
repeater has its own feed allowing anyone the ability
listen to one or both repeaters online. Having these
feeds on an enthusiast site like RadioReference and
Broadcastify can help us all in the following ways:
 It gives LEARA greater exposure to the public and
potential hams to Amateur Radio, nets, or IRLP.
 It makes the Skywarn nets available anywhere during severe weather season.
 It provides a way to monitor the repeaters from
home, work, or anywhere.
 It gives a way to test your signal into the repeater.

The 146.760 feed is made available by Dave Foran
(WB8APD). He is using a Kenwood TM-241A in PL
and a Windows XP machine with the RadioReference
ScannerCast application to encode audio. The 146.880
feed is made available by Jeffrey (K8JTK) & Tom
(N8ETP) Kopcak. This setup includes an Icom IC25A and a Ubuntu Server 10.04 machine with the
Darkice streaming application to encode audio.
To listen to the feeds on a desktop computer, all
you need is a web browser and Adobe Flash Player
plug-in (which most systems already have). Point your
browser to www.leara.org and look for the Streaming
page. Additionally, they can be found on the Broadcastify website by browsing to the Cuyahoga county/
Cleveland listings. On Broadcastify, additional player options can be found including: Windows Media
Player, Real Player, iTunes, Winamp, and 2 web players (either Flash or Java).
To listen on mobile smartphones and tablets, an
application will need to be downloaded. ScannerRadio is recommended for Android; 5-0Radio for iOS
devices. A complete list of available applications
and platforms can be found on the LEARA streaming
page and clicking the 'Mobile Devices' link. When the
application is installed, browse to the Cuyahoga county/Cleveland listings or many have a 'near me' function
to locate nearby feeds.
Thank you for listening and enjoy!
Jeff – K8JTK
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MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
12 January 2013 at the Highland Hills Village Hall, Highland Hills, Ohio
(Subject to Revision)
Trustees present: W2THU, W8AZO, N8AUC, AC8CO,
WB8APD, KG8DN, N8XDO, K8JTK, N8YNR,
N8OOF, K8SGX, KD8DTS, WA8TJL, K8EHP
Trustee absent: WD8JMM
Guests: None

nett, discussing software defined radio. W2THU said
that all need to come up with suggestions. Eric is
still trying to get a program on those electronic road
signs.

1. The meeting was called to order at 0905 by president WA8TJL.

7. Technical Committee Report – K8SGX explained
why one of the inputs on 146.76 is transmitting audible buzz and how he is going to fix it. The IRLP on
146.88 is working well, but someone is bringing up
a west coast reflector in the middle of the night and
leaves it on. Bill wants to install a short timer to disconnect. K8JTK explained that there is a built in 1
hour time on IRLP (if no one transmits through
146.88 for one hour, it will automatically disconnect
from the IRLP node.) KD8FTS added that he sometimes listens to a reflector at 2:00 a.m. for more than
an hour, so he wouldn’t want a local timer to disconnect. K8SGX said he would withdraw his proposal.

2. Corrections to Previous Meeting’s Minutes –
N8XDO moved, seconded by K8EHP, that the
minutes be accepted as published in the November
2012 club newsletter.
3. Treasurer’s Report – WB8APD reported that the
bank balance is adequate and that all bills are paid.
4. Membership Report – W8AZO reported that we
have 99 paid up members and we are waiting for 99
to renew.
5. Report of Restaurant Venue Committee – KD8FTS
circulated a motion and a summary of the Dinner
Meeting Selection Survey. He stated that the membership wants us to alternate between multiple locations and that they favored Harry’s Steak House,
Massimo da Milano, Stancato’s and J.B. Milano’s.
Eddie moved, seconded by N8YNR, that we meet at
MiMi’s in January, J.B. Milano’s in February and
August, Massimo da Milano’s in March and September, Stancato’s in April and October and Harry’s
Steak House in May and November. At the January
meeting, the attendees will once again be polled to
determine if MiMi’s ranks among the finalists. If the
survey results place MiMi’s in the top four, the
schedule will be updated accordingly. Any scheduling conflicts will be resolved by those making arrangements without further trustee approval. The
attendees will be polled again at the May and November meetings to determine if there is a desire to
drop any venues in the 2014 rotation.
Some trustees wanted to limit the venues to one or
two. The motion passed 8 to 6.
6. Programs for 2012 – N8AUC stated that the January
meeting will be a program by N8SX, Scott Phillips,
describing the Pan-Ohio Hope Ride. This is a bicycle fundraiser that starts in Cleveland and finishes in
Cincinnati to raise money for the American Cancer
Society. February will feature W8KFJ, Dave Ken-

There was also discussion about getting the tones to
work that put 146.76 into net mode. Bill explained
that there are different versions of the controller software that make it difficult for him to get it to work.
AC8CO and other trustees with programming experience offered to help. N8YNR suggested we install
a very small PC at the repeater site that could be
controlled off site to interface with the controller
without having to go there. WA8TJL urged the
“computer” trustees to get together and find a solution.
Bill also stated that we still need to replace the 220
MHz antenna at the Lakewood site and that there is a
problem with the circuit breaker tripping at 146.76
resulting in the repeater operating on battery power.
8. Packet Cluster: W8AZO reported that since LEARA
owns the packet repeaters and that packet is no longer in use, it is time to decommission these repeaters.
He suggested that it be used for APRS, but
WB8APD said that we have enough APRS repeaters
in our region. So Marv moved, seconded by
W2THU, that we bring to the membership, per our
bylaws, a recommendation that all 3 packet repeaters (VHF, UHF, 220MHz) be decommissioned and
disposed of. The motion passed unanimously.
9. K8SGX forwarded an email from Gary Garnet about
spring SKYWARN training to W2THU as a remind-
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(Continued from page 8)

er to discuss the upcoming training schedule. He
pointed out that the weather bureau is cutting back
on training sessions and might either combine counties or start an every-other-year schedule. K8JTK
noted that the Cuyahoga County schedule is already
in place for April 4 and N8AUC pointed out that
recent previous sessions have been attended by as
many as 250 people – beyond our capability of hosting. The club will no longer be involved with arranging SKYWARN training for the local area.
10. Field Day: N8AUC moved that LEARA appropriate
$400.00 for this year’s event. W8AZO seconded.
AC8CO said that Field Day helps grow the club and
that we should spend $600.00. Eric said that we are
going to have 4 or 5 stations going. The motion was
amended to $600.00 and passed unanimously.
N8YNR suggested that we send postcards to area
hams inviting them to attend………………………..
11. Old Business: W8AZO asked that we vote on his
motion to reduce the size of the Board. N8YNR said
that there was no evidence that we need to do that.
AC8CO said that he has changed his mind and
wants to keep the Board at its present size as does

Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions
from www.arrl.org
01/27/2013
Tusco ARC Hamfest
Location: Strasburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Tusco Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.tuscoarc.org
Learn More
02/03/2013
Winter Hamfest at NEW LOCATION!
Location: Elyria, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society
Website: http://www.NOARS.net
Learn More
02/17/2013
Mansfield Mid Winter Hamfest
Location: Mansfield, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: InterCity Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8we.org
Learn More
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KD8FTS. WA8TJL summarized the arguments for
both sides. N8AUC said that becoming a trustee
obligates you to come to the trustee meetings, so
maybe we do have too many. N8OOF responded
that that is a separate issue. Bryan passed out an
extensive history of the changes in the makeup of
the Board for the past 15 years, including resignations. He calculated that the Board loses about 1.5
trustees per year through resignations, so that if we
do reduce the Board from 15 to 10, it could be accomplished by attrition over 3 or 4 years. The motion passed 8 to 5, with 1 abstention………………
12. The trustees’ meeting adjourned near 11:30 AM
Respectfully submitted,
Robert M. Winston, W2THU, Secretary

Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations
from www.arrl.org
01/20/2013
Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
01/25/2013
Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve Univ.
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
02/02/2013
Kirtland OH 44094-8500
Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
02/02/2013
Ravenna OH 44266-2191
Sponsor: Portage County ARS Inc.
Location: PCARS
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
02/19/2013
Akron OH 44314-3614
Sponsor: Pioneer AR Fellowship
Location: Akron Baptist Temple
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)

Learn More

French and Moroccan Hams Retrieve California APRS Balloon Payload
Excerpted from:

www.arrl.org and www.californianearspaceproject.com/news_cnsp-18.html
Travelling six-thousand miles in just over two days at a top speed of 252
mph, a California high-altitude balloon crossed the US and the Atlantic Ocean
carrying an APRS-tracked transmitter. The balloon burst over Morocco on
December 5, 2012, showing loss of signal. At that point, the launch team at the
California Near Space Project needed help finding where the probe landed.
Within ten days, arrangements were made that included two French hams
(Alain F1GXY in Tours, and Patrick, dual-licensed as F1GXW and CN2GW)
and two Moroccan hams, (CN8YM and CN8WW), some of whom set out on
foot in Morocco with GPS equipment to search for the probe.
Housed in a small, foam box (below, right), the transmitter was finally
located on Sunday, December 23rd during the search team’s second excursion.
It had been found by a farm worker who had retrieved it the same day it fell to
the ground.
-AR-
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