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Editor: Ken Kane, KG8DN
It’s election time, and time to

ASK THE TRUSTEES!

For Round Eight in the Tour, we meet at
Mi Mi’s Family Restaurant in Parma!

Any coincidence among Halloween, Ask the Trustees
Night and Elections? Probably not., but jubilant wisecracks may still abound at Mi Mi’s on Tuesday evening,
October 30, when LEARA gathers for this month’s
meeting. (See below and pp. 7-9 for straight stuff on the
Trustee elections.)
Your $15. at Mi Mi’s, 7528 Broadview Road, Parma on the southwest corner of Broadview and Pleasant
Valley Roads, will get you Marinated Chicken Breast,
Roast Beef, or Spaghetti, and your meal will include

soup, the salad bar, beverage, dessert, tax and gratuity!
Your reservation for one of the three entrées is
DUE NO LATER THAN 9:00 PM LOCAL TIME ON
SUNDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 28. You may reserve
the number of dinners and each entrée chosen by using
the dinner reservation section of the LEARA website,
www.leara.org, or telephone Marv Grossman, W8AZO,
using his automated LEARA voice line: 440-248-0031.
Vote, Ask the Trustees, and come Tuesday, October
30, 2012 to Mi Mi’s for the usual great time!
-AR-

LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION (LEARA)
P.O. Box 22823
Beachwood, OH 44122-0823

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS
Notice is hereby given to all members in good standing of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
(LEARA): The annual meeting of the Corporation will be held on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2012, at Mi Mi’s
Family Restaurant, Parma, Ohio, at approximately 7:30 PM, following dinner. The agenda for the meeting includes the Election of Trustees and such other business as may be presented. Details about dinner and the remainder of the program are at the top of this page.
An OFFICIAL 2012 BALLOT is provided on page nine of this newsletter. You may choose to vote using either
this ballot or using the electronic online ballot at VotingPlace. If you choose to use Voting Place to cast a secure electronic ballot, you must do so no later than midnight on Sunday, October 28, 2012. If this hardcopy
ballot is used, please enclose it in a sealed envelope with your name and callsign marked on the outside of the
ballot envelope. Hardcopy ballots in envelopes must be in the hands of the election committee by 7:30 PM on
October 30, 2012 or they will not be counted in the election.
Ballots cast online at VotingPlace will be tallied after the online deadline midnight Sunday, October 28, 2012.
On the meeting night prior to 7:30 PM, the Tellers appointed by the Election Committee will sort all hardcopy
envelopes provided on time. They will combine the envelope callsigns with the online voters’ callsigns and exclude any duplicate submissions. Envelopes will be opened in the presence of witnesses. Ballots will be separated without examination, except envelopes with more than one ballot and ballots in unidentified envelopes
will be put aside and not counted. Elections will be closed at 7:30 PM. Tabulation of votes will then begin.
Ballots with more than five (5) candidates marked, including write-ins, will not be counted. After all tabulations are verified, the results will be presented to the attendees. They will also be published in the next Newsletter. Arrival at the meeting before 7:30 PM is recommended.
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The Prez Says

If any of you have been living under a
rock the past month or so, it's ELECTION
by Alex Manuk, WD8JMM
time! I had a conversation with a pollster
the other night, after she interrupted my
dinner to urge me to vote. Apparently, this recurring nightmare of telephone calls from the President and his challenger only really occurs in
swing states. Since Ohio is such a battleground,
my phone rings almost incessantly from the time
I get home from work until around 8 PM. I'm
told it doesn't happen that way in other States. I
think I'll plan a vacation in 4 years... I hear Idaho
is nice in the fall.

Anyway, that's not the election I was talking
about. The meeting venue committee has arranged for us to meet at Mi Mi's
Family Restaurant in Parma this month, where we'll be electing trustees.
I've been to Mi Mi's and sampled their fare – it's pretty good, homestyle
food. The price is right, and the other problems we've had (parking, accessibility) shouldn't be an issue here. I think it's probably the closest replacement to Dimitri's we'll have tried. I hope you come out and give it a shot,
then let us know what you think.
It was a pleasure to see so many folks at Rider's Inn last month. It was a
wonderful venue, the service was good, the food was tasty, and it didn't take
me nearly as long to get home as I thought. We've been invited back any
time we'd like to go.
Then, there was the Cleveland Hamfest... despite a rainy start to the day, it
was a good time. The outside vendors got kinda damp but after the sun
came out it was beautiful. I have a confession to make – I don't go to hamfests to buy stuff. I go to see all the folks I only run into once a year, and
this year was no exception. Lots of old friends (hey, I'm getting OLD, too)
and some bargains to look through.
(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran,
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a
Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The LEARA newsletter
usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are typically required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-2480031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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Prez,

(Continued from page 2)

The amateur radio calendar is winding down. Public service events are kind of on hold ’til
spring, and the hamfest calendar is pretty sparse. This is the ideal time to warm up the easy
cont.
chair, grab a mug of coffee, and play on the radio. I have fond memories of the 'party line' atmosphere the VHF bands used to have. After dinner, a bunch of us would get on the radio, talk
about whatever, generally keep each other company, and there was a real camaraderie that we don't have
anymore. I miss it, but time marches on. Now, you get on FacePlace and see what the rest of the universe is
up to, but it's not the same.
Wow, do I sound like a curmudgeon, or what? My point is, it's all still there. The infrastructure that supported all those evening visits, late night chats, drive time conversations, and lunchtime meet-ups is still
alive and well, and waiting for us to make use of it. I challenge you to 'turn back the clock' for a bit. Put
away the cellphone, the computer, the big-screen TV, and interact with your fellow hams on the bands
again. Who knows, you might have fun!
73 Alex WD8JMM
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LEARA AT RIDER’S INN
With Matt, W8DEC
September 25, 2012

October 2012

The Spirit of ’76 and ’88 ~ 43 Years of Service to the Community

LEARA AT RIDER’S INN
With Matt, W8DEC
September 25, 2012
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Thanks again to one and all for your participation
in keeping the LEARA Thursday Night Club Net active
and alive. Member participation in this weekly net is
greatly appreciated … and rewarded! Each week, every LEARA Thursday Club Net check-in receives one
extra chance in the grand prize drawing to be held at
the November dinner meeting. Good Luck!
Also, the Skywarn Wednesday Evening Practice Net
continues through October 31, 2012. Member participation in each and every net is greatly appreciated.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets are on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9
PL) repeater and will continue on Wednesday nights at
8:00 PM local time until the last week in October. Everyone is welcome! The 146.88 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater is used as a backup. Skywarn nets may be activated on one of these repeaters anytime threatening
weather is approaching.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
club net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM
local time on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater.
This is an open and informal net intended to provide the
opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship
among local amateur radio operators, and develop radio
traffic handling skills. You do not have to be a member
of LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net,
LEARA would like to recognize those who take the
time to check in and keep the net active and alive. During the past month, the weekly Thursday Night Club
Net had a total of seventy-two (72) check-ins from thirty-six (36) different stations. The following were reported by our net control stations to have participated:
Bill AC8CO, Ted AC8ME, David AD8WS, Arp
K8ARP, Mike K8EHP, John K8ISY, Jeff K8JTK, Bill
K8WHB, Fritz K8WLF, Bill KA8VIT, Lilly KB8MHZ,
Leone KB8VBR, Carl KB8VXE, Mark KC8FQV, Bill
KC8QWJ, Chris KC8SBZ, Jeanne KC8TJH, Eddie
KD8FTS, Leon KD8NVX, Kevin KD8QAZ, Ken
KG8DN, Mike N2MHA, Eric N8AUC, Dean N8DEA,
John N8OBJ, Tom N8UAZ, Bill N8UPZ, John NA8Y,
Don ND8B, Bob W2THU, Tom W8TAB, John
WA8LGM, Gary WA8TJL, Linda WB8QLT, Ed
WB8ROK, and George WD8GEO.
Net Control Stations: Bob W2THU, Eric N8AUC, and
Bill AC8CO.
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information
by David Noeth, KD8ACO
Upcoming NCS assignments are:
10/18/12
10/25/12
11/1/12
11/8/12
11/15/12
11/22/12
11/29/12

Bob
David
Bill
Eric
Jeanne
David
Matt

W2THU
KD8ACO
AC8CO
N8AUC
KC8TJ
KD8ACO
W8DEC

The Thursday Club Net promotion encourages participation in both the weekly club net, as well as, the
monthly LEARA membership meetings. Specifically,
any individual who checks into the Thursday Club Net
will be given one extra chance in the grand prize drawing to be held at the November dinner meeting. This
extra chance will be given in addition to any other
grand prize drawing chances the individual has already
accumulated. Each week, every LEARA Thursday
Club Net check-in receives one extra chance in the
grand prize drawing. Please see additional details regarding the new grand prize drawing in the May 2012
issue of the newsletter.
Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net
The ARES digital communications net is held on the
146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) the second Thursday of every month at 9 PM local time. David Schultz, AD8WS,
can be contacted for further information concerning this
net.
Friday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
slow scan TV net has been suspended. Why not give
the Thursday ARES digital communications net a try
(see above for details), until the SSTV net resumes?
Wanted! Net Control Stations
We now have seven Net Control Stations for the Thursday evening LEARA Club Net. There’s always room
for more stations who would like to give it a try. Any
member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
can be a net control operator for one or all of the nets
held on one of the club’s repeaters. Please send me an
email at kd8aco@leara.org, if you are interested.
Hope to talk with you “on the air” soon!
de David, KD8ACO

-AR-

October 2012

The Spirit of ’76 and ’88 ~ 43 Years of Service to the Community

Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations
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Trustee Candidates for
Election in October

from www.arrl.org
10/21/2012 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
10/28/2012 | Massillon OH 44647-7960
Sponsor: Massillon ARC
Location: Massillon Boys and Girls Club
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
11/08/2012 | Stow OH 44224-4097
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls ARC
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
11/11/2012 | Independence OH 44131-4841
Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Town Hall
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
11/25/2012 | Newton Falls OH 44444-1639
Sponsor: Warren ARA
Location: Newton Falls Community Center
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
11/30/2012 | Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

Upcoming Hamfests
and Conventions
from www.arrl.org
10/28/2012 | Massillon Hamfest
Location: Massillon, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8np.org
Learn More

Dave Foran, WB8APD
Dave has been a LEARA member since
February of 1971, making him the second-longest continuous member of
LEARA. He has been involved in all
the major changes over the years to ’76
and ’88. He is currently the treasurer.
He has missed very few trustees meetings or regular club meetings, and those misses have been predicated by his other activities at the local high school. Dave has
tried to make himself available to visit the sites when there was
a problem. He was instrumental in providing hardware for the
IRLP on ’88 and making trips to tweak as necessary. He was
webmaster for www.leara.org, for a number of years. Dave
maintains the LEARA mailing lists and keeps things running in
the background while leaving net operations and Skywarn to
others. Over the years, he was the printer of the LEARA newsletter as the club’s offset press was at his home. Dave intends
to continue to serve LEARA to the best of his ability if and
when re-elected.

Marv Grossman, W8AZO
Marv Grossman, W8AZO is a charter
member of LEARA. He has participated actively in the organization since its
beginning, including, but not limited to
being instrumental in obtaining & constructing the original ’76 site, working
on all of the club’s repeaters at one time
or another, setting up the original Skywarn station at NWS, participating in public-service events and
the club newsletter for many years.
Having been Chief of Police of Warrensville Township (now
Highland Hills) for over 18 years and working for Antenna
Specialists/Allen Telecom for 36 years, Marv is now happily
retired. Although still working part-time as bailiff/deputy clerk
of Highland Hills Mayor's Court, there is more than ample time
available to keep the computerized LEARA membership records up-to-date. A Trustee for most of LEARA’s existence,
Marv will continue to serve the organization if re-elected.

Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS
I currently live in Parma and I have
lived in the Cleveland area my whole
life. I became a licensed amateur radio
operator in 2006 and I currently hold a
General Class license. Both of my parents had their amateur radio licenses
when I was very young, so I sort of
grew up around amateur radio. I have
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(Continued from page 7)

been interested in electronics since as long as I can remember;
I think I was using a soldering iron and building electronics
projects by the time I was ten years old. My interests turned
toward computers in my teen years, and I graduated from
Cleveland State University with a Business Degree in Computer Information Systems. For the past twenty years I have been
working as a computer network engineer. While I enjoy many
aspects of amateur radio including transmitter hunting, HF
contesting, satellite communications, and working with digital
modes; my primary interests in Amateur Radio are Public Service and Emergency Communications. I help out with as many
public services events each summer as I can, and I am currently an Assistant District Emergency Coordinator for the local
ARES district. As a trustee of LEARA, I would work to ensure
that the club continues as one of the premier amateur radio
clubs in the Northeastern Ohio area.

Bryan A. Torok, N8OOF
Bryan resides in Bay Village and is a
lifetime resident of the Cleveland area.
He is a Sergeant in the Cleveland Police Department and has been a State
Certified Emergency Medical Technician since 1981. Bryan is married to
Sara, KC8KSU.
Bryan has been interested in electronics and radio since his
early teen years. He holds the degree, Bachelor of Science in
Electronic Engineering Technology, and graduated with honors
(summa cum laude) from Cleveland State University in 1998.
Licensed Amateur Radio Operator since 1991
Amateur Extra since 2010
Member of LEARA since 1991
Radio Officer since 1993
Trustee since 1994
Chaired or served on the Election Committee 12 of the last 15
years (1998 through 2012).
Participated in Test and Tune and served as Homebrew Night
Judge several years.
Newsletter Editor, August 1999 to 2005.
Also functioned as reporter, columnist, and photographer.
As Trustee rarely misses a meeting, also attends most membership meetings.
Drafted LEARA’s current Articles of Incorporation, leading to
LEARA obtaining 501(c)(3) status and
participated in several Bylaws updates.
Over the years, Bryan has participated in almost every public
service event LEARA does, although not all in any one year.
He chaired the Westlake Invitational Soccer Tournament several years.
Member of ARRL, Skywarn (as a spotter), Ohio Area Repeater
Council, NRA, LEAA and FOP. Owner of the 444.350 repeater. Other activities include fox (hidden transmitter) hunting
and amateur rocketry.

October 2012

“I feel participation in LEARA to be very important. Over the
years I have worked to make the running of the organization
more open and transparent and to encourage the average member to get involved. I want to encourage and assist the LEARA
membership to become more informed and involved not only
in public service, but also in the management of the organization itself. In these challenging times, I want to continue on the
Board to help LEARA grow and prosper. Thank you for your
support.”

Robert M. Winston W2THU
I have been licensed continuously since
1957, presently holding an Extra Class
ticket. My undergraduate and graduate
degrees are in electrical engineering
and I have taught math, electronic technology and law at the university level. I
joined LEARA shortly after moving to
Cleveland in 1979, becoming a Board member around 1987
and serving in that capacity as club secretary, vice-president
and president.
I believe that a LEARA Trustee should be an active LEARA
member. In that respect, I am presently the re-cording secretary, a net control operator, a regular volunteer at the LEARA
table at the Cleveland Hamfest and other assignments that
might need my legal background.
Professionally, I am a practicing attorney with offices in downtown Cleveland. I concentrate my practice in the areas of personal injury, social security disability, person-al bankruptcy
and probate law. I also represent amateur radio operators who
have been denied their right to erect a radio tower on their own
property. Fortunately, we have won tower cases in the Ohio
Court of Appeals and the U.S. District Court for the Northern
District of Ohio, which have impacted significantly in allowing
hams in this area to obtain tower permits without having to go

to court.
I am also active in the American Radio Relay League, where I
hold two appointments as Volunteer Counsel and as the Assistant Section Manager for Northeast Ohio. As such, I have been
on the ham radio club talk circuit for many years, lecturing on
ham radio and the law and ARRL matters at hamfests and radio
clubs in Northern Ohio.
I have always enjoyed participating in club activities and I am
proud that LEARA is one of the largest clubs in Ohio with ex-

tensive VHF and UHF repeater systems, including the
IRLP. My vision for the club is to continue to attract new
members, especially young people who are sorely needed
in our hobby.
(End of Candidate Biographies)
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Voting ONLINE at VotingPlace:
About a week before the election, that is, on or before Tuesday, October 23, 2012, you
will receive a password by email to use in casting your ballot electronically. If you have
problems with your ballot, contact Jeff Kopcak, K8JTK, using his LEARA email address,
K8JTK@LEARA.org. Online voting closes midnight Sunday, October 28, 2012.

Voting with PAPER BALLOT:
All paper ballots are due no later than 7:30 PM EDT at Mi Mi’s on Tuesday, Oct. 30.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAPER BALLOT
It is important to read these instructions before voting.
Violation of the instructions will result in voiding of any ballot(s) involved in the violation.
1. ONE (1) ballot only per member.
2. Vote for one, two, three, four, or five candidates.
No more than five (5) candidates per ballot, including write-ins.
3. Fold ballot so selections cannot be seen and seal in an envelope.
ONE (1) BALLOT ONLY PER ENVELOPE.
4.For convenience, you are encouraged to include your 2012 dues payment of $25.
5. Mail ballot; MUST be received at the LEARA P.O. Box by Monday, October 29, 2012, – OR Sealed ballots may be brought to the October meeting (by anyone) and delivered to the
Election Committee PRIOR to 7:30 PM.
Envelopes will be accepted only if signer is recognized as a roster-listed member.
Ballots from non-members or whose source is unclear will not be counted.
Ballots in those envelopes containing more than one ballot will not be counted.
Ballots improperly or unclearly marked will not be counted.

Please return this entire page in the envelope.
Sign the outside of the envelope with voter’s name AND call sign.
Vote for not more than five (5) by marking an “X” in the space to the left of the call sign(s).
A write-in alternative replacing a name may be added in the blank space to the right.

Write-ins as replacements for names at left:

WB8APD

Dave Foran

____________________

W8AZO

Marv Grossman

____________________

KD8FTS

Eddie Stevens

____________________

N8OOF

Bryan Torok

____________________

W2THU

Robert Winston

____________________

ABCs of
multimeter safety
Multimeter safety and you
From the FLUKE digital library:
http://support.fluke.com/find-sales/download/
asset/1263690_6116_eng_h_w.pdf

...The task of defining new safety standards for test
equipment was recently addressed by the IEC
(International Electrotechnical Commission).
This
organization develops international safety standards for
electrical test equipment. For a number of years the
industry used IEC 348 in designing equipment. That
standard has been replaced by IEC 1010. While welldesigned IEC 348 meters have been used for years by
technicians and electricians, the fact is that meters designed to the new IEC 1010 standard offer a significantly higher level of safety.
...Independent Testing is the key to safety compliance. … Look for the symbol and listing number of an
independent testing lab such as UL, CSA, TUV, or other recognized approval agency., That symbol can only
be used if the product successfully completed testing to
the agency’s standard, which is based on national/
international standards.

Thanks to Jim , WA8ZHN for bringing
this article to our attention!

What does the
CE symbol indicate?
A product is marked CE (Conformité Européenne)
to indicate its conformance to certain essential requirements
concerning health, safety, environment and consumer protection established by the European Commission and mandated
through the use of “directives.” There are directives affecting
many product types, and products from outside the European
Union can not be imported and sold there if they do not comply with applicable directives. Compliance with the directive
can be achieved by proving conformance to a relevant technical standard, such as IEC 1010 for low voltage products.
Manufacturers are permitted to self-certify that they have
met the standards, issue their own Declaration of Conformity, and mark the product “CE.” The CE mark is not,
therefore, a guarantee of independent testing. …
...Understand voltage withstand ratings: IEC 1010 test procedures take into account three main criteria: steady-state
voltage, peak impulse transient voltage, and source impedance. These three criteria together will tell you a multimeter’s
true voltage withstand value.
...While you’re at it, don’t forget the test leads. IEC 1010
applies to test leads too: they should be certified to a category
and voltage as high or higher than the meter. When it comes
to your personal protection, don’t let test leads be the weakest
link. …
-AR-

As long as you choose a multimeter with a
high-enough voltage rating, aren’t you safe?
Voltage is voltage, isn’t it?
Not exactly.

LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
- 43 Years of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969 VOICE REPEATERS:
146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone) IRLP Node 4282
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

