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For Round Seven in the Tour, LEARA dines in style at historic Rider’s Inn, Painesville!

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMUNICATIONS 101
.

by Painesville native, Matt Welch, W8DEC, Ohio ARES SEC, Tuesday Sep. 25, 2012.
The September LEARA meeting presentation at
Ryder’s Inn will be Public Service Communications
101 brought to us by our very own, Matt Welch
W8DEC.
Matt's informative yet entertaining
presentation will help new hams and seasoned veterans
alike prepare and volunteer as a communicator for a
variety of public service events such as parades, marathons, and bike rides.
He will discuss the importance of having fun while maintaining personal
safety. He will provide us some volunteering tips and
tricks and operation do's and don'ts. Matt also will
review proper net protocol including the usage of
break tags, pro-words, and ITU phonetics.

Taking Ohio Route 2 East
Exit Rt. 2 at Route 44 and go
ONE mile SOUTH to Mentor Avenue (OH-20).
Go East (<1 mi) on Rt. 20 to Rider’s Inn .

Rider’s Inn, originally Rider’s Tavern and this year
celebrating its bicentennial, is now a full service bed &
breakfast with ten rooms available. LEARA members
may want to reserve an available room to stay overnight after the meeting! The restaurant dining room
being reserved for us will include table service for our
dinner.
“We’ll be ready to take your 25 to 35 orders when
you arrive,” commented Elaine, our hostess and the
owner at Rider’s Inn. Your $23 covers your choice of
one of the four main entrees (no need to tell us which
one in advance), your complete dinner, including
coffee, tea or iced tea, and gratuity. Other beverages,
as well as bar beverages, and desserts, are available for
an additional charge. Menu details are listed on page
three.
Continued on page three

Taking Interstate-90 East
Exit I-90 at Route 44 and go
TWO miles NORTH to Mentor Avenue (OH-20).
Go East (<1 mi) on Rt. 20 to Rider’s Inn.

Rider’s Inn
792 Mentor Avenue
Painesville, Ohio 44077
440-354-8200

Best Kept Secret in
Painesville

ridersinninfo@yahoo.com

Since 1812
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The Prez Says

Well, it finally feels like fall. Temperatures
are down, we've had some welcome rainfall,
by Alex Manuk, WD8JMM
and the grass is green enough that I've had
to cut it twice in two weeks. September
means it's 'winding down' time for amateur radio's
public service and outdoor events, and it's becoming
time to fire up the HF rig and see what's on the lowbands.

The days are getting shorter, the atmosphere is quieting down, and soon there will be activity on 80 and
160. Do YOU have a good lowband antenna? I've
always been partial to 75-meter phone, because outside of a few crazy people, ’most everybody is limited to wire antennas. That levels the playing field
quite a bit, and when the band is open, my 100 watts
is plenty to get me to wherever the action is. I recommend giving it a shot if you can get some wire up in the air – it's a lot of fun and the
stability of the band makes for some good long conversational qso's.
I have a couple of updates. On Saturday, the 8th, after the trustee's meeting,
K8SGX and I went up to the ’88 site to see what we could see. Unfortunately, the
repeater was in use for the Hopkins Airport Drill, so we were unable to do much
troubleshooting of the IRLP system. We did manage to get the west input for ’76
back on the air and functional, so that should improve coverage for us west-siders
quite a bit.
We're definitely planning on another trip up that way in the very near future to get
the IRLP situation in hand. I apologize for the time this is taking, but everybody
seems to have been so busy this summer. Maybe with the autumn change of seasons we'll all have more time on our hands.
I would like to take a moment to thank David Noeth, KD8ACO, for his many
years of service to the organization as a trustee. David has respectfully requested
that he not be on this year's ballot, citing other obligations. David, you will be
missed, and hopefully can rejoin our happy group in the future.
(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran,
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a
Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The LEARA newsletter
usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are typically required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-2480031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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(Continued from page 2)

This month's meeting will be out in the hinterlands of Painesville, at Rider's Inn. Our guest speaker is
Matt, W8DEC (kinda nice, ’cause he's from out that way) talking about public service communications.
I may not be able to attend the meeting because of another obligation (which I hope to get out of) but I'm
assured that Rider's is a great place to have dinner, and Matt is always an entertaining speaker, so please
try to join us for the meeting.
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Prez,
cont.

One more thing – the Cleveland Hamfest is September 23rd! This will be my first and only hamfest this year, but I
refuse to miss this one! It's a great way to meet all the guys you only see once a year, and a great way to support one
another's junk boxes. Come on out and stop at the LEARA table to say hi. Spend some of that hard earned cash on
stuff for the shack, and enjoy the camaraderie of the Cleveland Hamfest. I hope to see you both at the meeting and at
the hamfest.
73
Alex WD8JMM

-AR-

Public Service Communications
with W8DEC at Rider’s Inn, cont.
Continued from page one

Trustee Candidates for Election in October
Dave Foran, WB8APD
Marv Grossman, W8AZO
Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS
Bryan Torok, N8OOF
Bob Winston, W2THU

As usual, if you plan to have dinner at the inclusive
reduced rate of $23, please reserve your dinner by contacting Marv Grossman, W8AZO, by 11:00 AM on the
Bios will be available at the September meeting and
day of the meeting. either through the usual dinner reservation section of the club’s website, www.leara.org, or
in the October edition of this Newsletter.
by leaving a message for Marv on his reservation phone
at 440-248-0031. You need state only the number of
dinners, not which dinner you will select. At the restaurant you will choose one from among the following four:
Rider’s Classic Meatloaf
A Rider’s Inn Favorite, topped with a Fresh garden Tomato Sauce

Chicken Dijonaise
Boneless Breast of Chicken sautéed golden with Scallions beneath a silky Mustard Cream Sauce

Stuffed Tilapia
Light, flakey Tilapia Baked in Lemon Pepper Butter

Eggplant Parmesan
Lightly Breaded Eggplant covered in our Rich Marinara Sauce is topped with Provolone Cheese
and Served with Fettuccini (no side dishes with this item)
Entrées come with a house salad, rolls and butter, and side dishes: mixed vegetables and mashed potatoes.
Coffee, Tea and Iced Tea are included.
We have available, for an extra charge, our Banana Foster, Cherries Jubilee Ice Cream Desserts ($5.99 each);
our Famous Old Fashioned Cherry and White Chocolate Bread Pudding with Carmel sauce ($6.99),
or a selection from our Dessert Tray ($4.99).

Your LEARA Fall Calendar
September 25, 2012

LEARA Meeting - Service Comm’s

Rider’s Inn, Painesville, OH

October 30, 2012

LEARA Meeting - Election Night

Mimi’s Family Restaurant, Parma

November 27, 2012

LEARA Holiday Dinner Party

TBA
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LEARA AT DINA’S
IN AUGUST
With Nathan Stevens

September 2012

September 2012
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LEARA AT DINA’S
IN AUGUST
With Nathan Stevens
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Volunteer Exam Dates

Upcoming Hamfests

and Locations

and Conventions

from www.arrl.org

from www.arrl.org

09/13/2012 | Stow OH 44224-4097
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls ARC
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
09/16/2012 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
09/23/2012 | Berea OH 44017-2524
Sponsor: Hamfest Assoc of Cleveland
Location: Berea Public Library
Time: 2:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
10/05/2012 | Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
10/06/2012 | Kirtland OH 44094-8500
Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
10/06/2012 | Ravenna OH 44266-2191
Sponsor: Portage County ARS Inc.
Location: PCARS
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
10/21/2012 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

09/16/2012
Adrian Hamfest
Location: Adrian, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Adrian Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8tqe.com/hamfest.htm
Learn More
09/22/2012
EmComm East (CANCELLED)
Location: Rochester, NY (Next is in Fall of 2013)
Website: http://emcommeast.org
Learn More (Read more at Website above...)
09/23/2012
Cleveland Hamfest and Computer Show
Location: Berea, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Hamfest Association of Cleveland
Website: http://www.hac.org
Learn More
09/30/2012
MarcFest 2012
Location: Belle Vernon, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Monessen Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w3csl.org
Learn More
10/07/2012
USECA's 27th Annual Hamfest
Location: Madison Heights, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Utica Shelby Emergency Comm. Assn.
Website: http://www.usecaarc.com
Learn More
10/28/2012
Massillon Hamfest
Location: Massillon, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Massillon Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8np.org
Learn More
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Thanks again to one and all for your participation in
keeping the LEARA Thursday Night Club Net active and
alive. Member participation in this weekly net is greatly appreciated … and rewarded! Each week, every
LEARA Thursday Club Net check-in receives one extra
chance in the grand prize drawing to be held at the
November dinner meeting. Good Luck!
Reminder: The Skywarn Wednesday Evening Practice
Net continues through October 31, 2012. Member participation in each and every net is greatly appreciated.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets are on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9
PL) repeater and will continue on Wednesday nights at
8:00 PM local time until the last week in October. Everyone is welcome! The 146.88 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater is used as a backup. Skywarn nets may be activated on one of these repeaters anytime threatening
weather is approaching.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
club net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM
local time on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater.
This is an open and informal net intended to provide the
opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship
among local amateur radio operators, and develop radio
traffic handling skills. You do not have to be a member
of LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net,
LEARA would like to recognize those who take the
time to check in and keep the net active and alive. During the past month, the weekly Thursday Night Club
Net had a total of one-hundred (100) check-ins from
thirty-nine (39) different stations. The following were
reported by our net control stations to have participated:
Bill AC8CO, David AD8WS, Arp K8ARP, Bruce K8CSI, Mike K8EHP, Jeff K8JTK, Tom K8PPZ, Steve
K8SAS, Bill K8WHB, Bill KA8VIT, Dan KB8LKH,
Lilly KB8MHZ, Doug KB8TGT, Leone KB8VBR, Carl
KB8VXE, Mark KC8FQV, Farley KC8GPP, Helen
KC8IKK, Chris KC8SBZ, Jeanne KC8TJH, Eddie
KD8FTS, Leon KD8NVX, Bill KD8QAE, Kevin
KD8QAZ, Andy KD8SCV, Ken KG8DN, Eric
N8AUC, Dean N8DEA, John N8OEO, Tom N8UAZ,
Bill N8UPZ, Jeff N8YNR, Don ND8B, Tom W8TAB,
John WA8LGM, Gary WA8TJL, Linda WB8QLT, Ed
WB8ROK, and George WD8GEO.
Net Control Stations:
Bill AC8CO, Eric N8AUC,
Ken KG8DN, and Jeanne KC8TJH.
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information
by David Noeth, KD8ACO
Upcoming NCS assignments
are:
9/13/12
9/20/12
9/27/12
10/4/12
10/11/12
10/18/12
10/25/12

Matt
Bill
Eric
Jeanne
Ken
Bob
David

W8DEC
AC8CO
N8AUC
KC8TJH
KG8DN
W2THU
KD8ACO

The Thursday Club Net promotion encourages participation in both the weekly club net, as well as, the
monthly LEARA membership meetings. Specifically,
any individual who checks into the Thursday Club Net
will be given one extra chance in the grand prize drawing to be held at the November dinner meeting. This
extra chance will be given in addition to any other
grand prize drawing chances the individual has already
accumulated. Each week, every LEARA Thursday
Club Net check-in receives one extra chance in the
grand prize drawing. Please see additional details regarding the new grand prize drawing in the May 2012
issue of the newsletter.
Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net
The ARES digital communications net is held on the
146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) the second Thursday of every month at 9 PM local time. David Schultz, AD8WS,
can be contacted for further information concerning this
net.
Friday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
slow scan TV net is now on summer break. Why not
give the Thursday ARES digital communications net a
try (see above for details), until the SSTV net resumes?
Wanted! Net Control Stations
We now have seven Net Control Stations for the Thursday evening LEARA Club Net. There’s always room
for more stations who would like to give it a try. Any
member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
can be a net control operator for one or all of the nets
held on one of the club’s repeaters. Please send me an
email at kd8aco@leara.org, if you are interested.
Hope to talk with you “on the air” soon!
de David, KD8ACO

-AR-

Page 8

The Spirit of ’76 and ’88 ~ 43 Years of Service to the Community

September 2012

MEETING OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
8 September 2012 at the Highland Hills Village Hall, Highland Hills, Ohio
(Subject to Revision)
Trustees present: W8AZO, W2THU, K8EHP,
AC8CO, K8JTK, N8OOF, WA8TJL, N8XDO,
WB8APD, WD8JMM, KD8ACO, K8SGX and
KG8DN.
Trustees absent: N8AUC(ARES event) and N8YNR
1. The meeting was called to order at 0900 by
WD8JMM
2. Corrections to Previous Meeting’s Minutes –
K8EHP moved and N8XDO seconded that the
minutes be accepted as published. The motion
passed unanimously.
3. Treasurer’s Report – WB8APD stated that we
have adequate funds in the treasury and all bills are
paid.
4. Membership Report – W8AZO said that we
have 187 paid up members. He circulated a list of
delinquent members so we could contact them.
5. Report from Restaurant Venue Committee –
KG8DN reported that KD8FTS had negotiated the
menu with Rider’s Inn, our September meeting venue. The issue is the price to charge the attendees
because the restaurant needs $20.00 per diner, gratuity not included. N8XDO offered the 50-50 money towards the gratuity, but that would not be
enough. AC8CO said that we are discouraging some
of our members, including younger ones, from attending meetings if the dinner price is too high. After considerable discussion, WB8APD moved and
WA8TJL seconded that we charge $23.00 per dinner. The motion passed 12 to 1.
6. LEARA Participation in the Cleveland Hamfest
– W2THU asked for volunteers to man the LEARA
table. He circulated a sign up sheet and asked if we
should continue offering free membership to new
members at the Cleveland Hamfest. AC8CO said
that there is no clout for these members unless we
charge around $10.00 for the cost of the badge. Dis-

cussion centered on whether the free membership
program was working. Were these members participating in club activities and becoming full paying
members? But we had no analysis. N8OOF moved
and KG8DN seconded that we offer free membership to new members at the hamfest with the following conditions: no badge, no newsletter via snail
mail and membership extends through the end of
2013. The motion passed 11 to 1.
7. Elections – WD8JMM admitted that he had not
gotten the nominations done on time. N8OOF
moved and W8AZO seconded that we allow late
nominations and that we waive the requirement for
the nomination to be in writing. N8XDO stated that
the nominated candidates would have to be elected
by write-in votes. The motion passed unanimously.
At this point, KD8ACO announced that he would
not run for re-election. Alex thanked him for his
years of service to LEARA.
8. Programs for 2012 – There is no September
program yet, the October meeting is the elections
and November is the holiday party. There was discussion regarding continuing with Bingo for the
grand prize at the holiday meeting. It was pointed
out that the grand prize winner would be drawn from
tickets based on net participation and meeting attendance. W8AZO suggested that we still have Bingo for the minor prizes. The Bingo cards could be
sold for cash (2 for $3.00). The consensus of the
Board was in favor of this proposal.
9. Technical Committee Report – K8SGX stated
that he will be returning to the 146.88 site soon. He
recently went to the 146.76 site and the link signal
from the Lakewood site is present, but the PL decoder is not working. He still has to fix that. He did
re-set the audio levels. Alex said that the IRLP
problem is still on the list. He said that the documentation for the IRLP and the controller are not
topnotch. W2THU suggested that they contact any
club that is using the same controller and IRLP
hardware to find out how they got their IRLP up
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Trustees, cont.
and running. Alex questioned if 444.40 is still on
the air.
(Continued from page 8)

10. Newsletter Suggestions for Calendar Items
and a “Spotlight” Column – KG8DN said he has
not been putting public service info on calendars.
W2THU suggested that he publish one calendar
that shows all ham radio related events like K8JTK
does on our website. N8OOF suggested that the
editor ask people to write-up their event before
and/or after the event for the Newsletter. RE:
Spotlight, Ken wants to have an article for people
who have served the club. W2THU thinks this is a
great idea like the QCWA Chapter 1 newsletter has
done in the past. K8JTK said that at his earlier employer they did a feature article in the company
newsletter and it worked real well.
11. Any Other Old Business – None
12. New Business – K8JTK said that he updated
the website with a newer version of the software.
There is a slideshow of photos on the homepage.
13. Adjournment – K8JTK moved and WB8APD
seconded that the meeting adjourn at 1011. The
motion passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert M. Winston W2THU, Secretary
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LEARA BOARD THANKS KD8ACO

With his son, Matthew, David Noeth, KD8ACO, is seen
above during Field Day as they worked the bands together at Cleveland Lakefront State Park in June 2011. Citing
work commitments, Dave announced to the board at Saturday’s meeting that he would have to withdraw his
name for re-election as a club trustee, completing his current term this November.
“I’m getting too much business now,” Dave mused,
“and while that’s a good thing, it has cut into my radio
time. Something has to give!”
Dave has been a multi-year contributor to LEARA,
through his enthusiastic support of Field Day (work took
him away in 2012), net control for the LEARA Club
Net, author of the “LEARA On The Air” column in the
Newsletter, and four years of service on the Board of
Trustees, with one as Vice-President.
When space and time allow, we’ll have more to say
about you David! All good. Many thanks.
-AR-

ARES® FALL CALENDAR
Amateur Radio Emergency Service—District 10 and Cuyahoga County
8 PM on 1st & 3rd Tues.

Cuyahoga ARES® Net (voice)

145.410/R-

7 PM on 2nd & 4th Wed.

ARES® District 10 Net (voice)

147.015/R+

9 PM on 2nd Thursday

Cuyahoga ARES® Net (digital)

146.76/R- (after the club net)

September 22, 2012

EMCOMM EAST, Rochester, NY

CANCELLED (See p. 6)

September 30, 2 to 4 PM

Cuyahoga County ARES® Meeting

Maple Heights Branch, CCPL

October 6-7, 2012

ARRL/Ohio Simulated Emergency Test

Link to ARRL Information

November 3, 2012

Ohio ARES® - Reynoldsburg, OH

Link to Conference Website

Melbourne, FL, August 17, 2012

Victor D. Poor, W5SMM, SK, creator of Winlink 2000
Recent ARRL President's Award Recipient
www.arrl.org

The founder and chief architect of the Winlink 2000 system died on August 17, 2012. Victor (Vic) Poor,
W5SMM, was 79. Just last month, Poor -- an ARRL member -- received the ARRL President’s Award for
his contributions to the development of digital communications systems in the Amateur Radio Service.
Poor was also known for his work in the development of one of Intel’s first commercial microprocessors.
Poor -- who also held the calls AH6AXV and K3NIO -- developed an active interest in ham radio while
still in high school and became W6JSO in 1951. He quickly developed an affinity for RTTY and later other
digital modes of interest in Amateur Radio, and was instrumental in the development of many hardware
and software innovations that are at the heart of modern day computing and communications technology,
used both in Amateur Radio and in industry
As new digital technologies, including packet, became available in the 1970s and ’80s, so did lower-cost
computers. These advances motivated Poor to further improve digital transmission networking techniques
into APLINK, a robust automatic global store-and-forward system that led the ARRL to include the system
for use in their National Traffic System (NTS).
In 1999, Poor organized a volunteer amateur development team to replace APLINK. He envisioned a more
advanced amateur message forwarding system that, integrated with the Internet and other mail systems,
handled multiple destination addresses and accepted data files of any format: Winlink 2000 (WL2K). and is
maintained and managed by the Winlink Development Team (WDT). Until his death, Poor served as the
principal architect of the system. Today, many disaster communications groups -- including ARES and non
-governmental organizations -- as well as governmental agencies such as MARS and federal, state, county
and city agencies use Winlink 2000.
-AR-

LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
- 43 Years of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969 VOICE REPEATERS:
146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone) IRLP Node 4282
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

