The Spirit of
’76 and ’88
May

Newsletter of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association

2012

Editor: Ken Kane, KG8DN

At Massimo da Milano on May 29

Ham Radio and The Law
by Bob Winston, W2THU
Have you heard the latest about Ohio’s H.B. 158?
This month at the LEARA meeting, we’ll get filled in
by the best — Bob Winston, W2THU, will tell us the
GOOD NEWS, and update us otherwise on a range of
topics flourishing in those special realms where our
QSOs and the legal torts collide.
“The bill is ready for
Governor Kasich to
sign.” Bring your interest
and your questions for
Bob as May and the
Dayton Hamvention both
draw to a close and the
summer cranks up.
This month’s meeting
will be at Massimo da
Milano Restaurant on
the Southwest corner of West 25th and Detroit. Dinner
begins at 6:30 PM, followed by the program presentation near 7:30 PM. You may come for the meeting,
only, without a reservation, but you must make a reservation in advance if you wish to have dinner with us
that evening.
The buffet offerings Massimo da Milano will provide
for your $20. will include:
Main Entrée:
Chicken Parmesan or
Baked White Fish with Rice
Fresh Baked Italian Bread
Antipastos: Salami & Cheeze Triangles
Cucumber & Tomato Salad
Pasta: Marinara and Primavera
Side: Roasted Potatoes

Round Five of LEARA’s Restaurant Tour

Our Tuesday May 29 Meeting is at

Massimo da Milano Restaurant
1400 West 25th Street, Cleveland 44113
To aid in buffet preparation, the restaurant would like
you to state your main entrée preference when you
register for dinner with LEARA, i.e., either the
Chicken Parmesan or the Baked White Fish with
Rice. The buffet with entrée, water, coffee, & soft
drinks, as well as tax and tip are all provided within the
$20. Bar beverages can be separately purchased that
evening at the restaurant.
See other details and directions at the restaurant website: http://www.massimos.net/. Note, for dinner
you must place your reservation by 2:00 PM on
Friday, May 25! Either telephone Marv Grossman’s
line at 440-248-0031 or go to the club website and then
choose the dinner reservation section: www.leara.org.
Make your dinner reservation either way, or just come
to the meeting near the start time of 7:30 PM. We all
hope to see you then at Massimo da Milano on the night
of Tuesday, May 29!
-AR-

Indians Game that night!
AVOID E. 9th, Ontario, Carnegie, Public Square!

See page 9 for suggestions on travel route.
Parking: S. side of restaurant or N. side of Detroit.
Enter at the
Corner...
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The Prez Says

By the time most of you are reading this, it
will be DAYTON weekend! I missed out
by Alex Manuk, WD8JMM
again this year, but I know a BUNCH of our
members are going. I hope you have fair
weather, good deals, and great fellowship, as always.
Dayton is THE hamfest - it’s where the manufacturers
debut their new models, it’s a great place to meet the
rest of hamdom. I’m sorry I’ll miss it.
April’s dinner meeting was kind of a downer. In Stancato’s defense, I believe they were overwhelmed by a
very enthusiastic group that evening. Communication
seemed to be lacking regarding some of the arrangements, and all in all, the venue was a bit of a disappointment.

The program, however, was well worth the headaches. Eddie, KD8FTS, explained
the ins and outs of cross band repeat, complete with demonstrations. It was an
enlightening evening for those who stuck around after dinner.
May’s meeting should be a treat. We’ll be at Massimo da Milano, at W25th & Detroit Avenue. I haven’t been there in a few years, so I’m looking forward to going
back. I’m told we have ‘the big room’ so seating and comfort won’t be a problem,
and Bob, W2THU, will be giving a presentation on ham radio and the law. As most
of you know, Bob is a practicing lawyer (I wonder what they call it when they’re
done practicing, and they get it right?) and has dealt with amateur radio legal matters in the court system many times in his career. It should be an interesting, informative evening, I hope you all come out and enjoy it.
It’s time for PUBLIC SERVICE! For those of you who aren’t going to Dayton, this
weekend is the Cleveland Marathon. June 10th is the Kidney Walk (I’m still looking for volunteers to help with that one) The Cleveland Triathlon is in July, and
Pedal to the Point is in August. Whatever your pleasure, LEARA has plenty of opportunities to ‘give back’ to the community with ham radio.
I have it on good authority that the ’88 repeater, complete with IRLP, AND a crosslink to 444.70, will be reinstalled at the Lakewood site sometime in the next month
or so. It’s been a long time in the making, but I think because we’ve spent the time
(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran,
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a
Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The LEARA newsletter
usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are typically required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-2480031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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we have, once it’s up and running, it will be trouble-free for many years. Keep your ears on ’88, and
hopefully you’ll hear some new activity Real Soon Now (tm).
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Prez,
cont.

Don’t forget about Field Day! In June (and July) LEARA will forego the restaurant tour to avail ourselves
of the opportunity to enjoy some of Cleveland’s finest weather. Field Day will be at the usual location, and for June
we’ll have the dinner meeting at the Field Day site, on Saturday evening.
But, it’s not just a meeting! We’ll be there all day Saturday, Saturday night, and most of Sunday, making contacts, visiting with friends, and enjoying the great outdoors. Plan to come out and get a taste of HF operation, have some picnic
food, and hang out with the gang. It’s ALWAYS a great time.
Well, that’s all I have this month. Enjoy the spring weather, and I’ll see you at Massimo da Milano for dinner!
73 de WD8JMM -AR-

Bob Allen, W8IO, SK

Friday, May 4, 2012

Teacher - Elmer - Friend

I received a call this afternoon from Ken Allen, Bob
A Tribute
Allen's son informing me that Bob, W8IO, left my
by Tom Bishop W8TAB
name on his list of people to be informed of his passing when it occurred. Ken says Bob passed away on
4/29/2012. There was no public service. I don't think Bob was ever a LEARA member. At one time he did
belong to the West Park Radiops. Bob was active on HF and was a big CW fan and operator. He was also
my eleventh grade World History teacher at Westlake High School, the founding faculty member for the
Westlake High Radio Club, of which I was a
founding Vice President in ’67 & ’68. He was
the advisor and license trustee for our Club
Station W8VUA, and the VEC that tested me
for my Novice license in 1967 at the age of
17. I was first licensed WN8WAQ with Bob's
guidance. When I came back to the hobby in
2003 I had the pleasure of reconnecting with
Bob on the ’88 and renewing his friendship. It
was very special for both of us to reconnect
on the air in the hobby that he love so much
and shared with a young high junior so many
years ago. I know he was proud of me when
we reconnected and shared stories and he had
some endearing proof he had made a difference in my life and that I have enjoyed a lifetime of electronics he helped stimulate. I will
miss him.
Bob Allen, W8IO, SK, April 29th, 2012.

Bob W8IO, SK

Respectfully submitted to those
that may have known him.
Tom Bishop, W8TAB -AR-
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Volunteer Exam Dates

Upcoming Hamfests

and Locations

and Conventions

from www.arrl.org

from www.arrl.org

05/17/2012 | Stow OH 44224-4097
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls ARC
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

05/18/2012 | Dayton Hamvention
Location: Trotwood, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://www.hamvention.org
Learn More

05/20/2012 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

06/02/2012 | Fulton County ARC Hamfest
Location: Tedrow, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Fulton County Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://k8bxq.org
Learn More

06/02/2012 | Kirtland OH 44094-8500
Sponsor: Lake County ARA
Location: Kirtland Library
Time: 12:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

06/16/2012 | MILFORD HAMFEST
Location: Milford, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Milford Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8mrc.com
Learn More

06/17/2012 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
06/23/2012 | Wellington OH 44090-9010
Sponsor: Ohio Volunteer Corps
Location: Findley State Park
Time: 6:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

Bus to Dayton & Back? ...
From K-Mart in either Middleburg Heights
or at I-71 & Rt. 303: www.2cars.org
————————
From Akron Baptist Temple on Manchester Rd.
Rt. 93 near Rt. 224:
330-745-5115

Your LEARA Calendar as the Summer Gets Under Way
May 29, 2012

LEARA-Ham Radio-Law W2THU

Massimo da Milano, W.25 & Detroit

June 23-24, 2012

Field Day Sat. PM LEARA Meeting

Cleveland Lakefront State Park

July 31, 2012

Annual Picnic Meeting

TBA

August 28, 2012

LEARA - TBA

TBA

September 27, 2012

LEARA - TBA

TBA

May 2012

_

The Spirit of ’76 and ’88 ~ 42 Years of Service to the Community

Please extend a warm welcome to Jeanne, KC8TJH,
who has returned to the rotation as a Net Control Station for the Thursday Night Club Net.
Field Day weekend will be here before you know it
(June 23-24, 2012). This is a great opportunity to learn
and participate in a hands-on way with the setup, operation, and teardown of an Amateur Radio station.
Your help and participation would be greatly appreciated. Hope you can join us for all or just a part of this
Amateur Radio tradition. You won’t regret it! Stay
tuned to the LEARA Thursday Club Net and The Spirit
of ’76 and ’88 Newsletter for additional information, as
it becomes available.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets are on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9
PL) repeater and will continue on Wednesday nights at
8:00 PM local time until the last week in October. Everyone is welcome! The 146.88 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater is used as a backup. Skywarn nets may be activated on one of these repeaters anytime threatening
weather is approaching.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
club net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM local time on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater.
This is an open and informal net intended to provide the
opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship
among local amateur radio operators, and develop radio
traffic handling skills. You do not have to be a member
of LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net,
LEARA would like to recognize those who take the
time to check in and keep the net active and alive. During the past month, the weekly Thursday Night Club
Net had a total of sixty-five (65) check-ins from thirtythree (33) different stations. The following were reported by our net control stations to have participated:
Bill AC8CO, Mike K8EHP, Jeff K8JTK, Bill K8WHB,
Dan KB8LKH, Lilly KB8MHZ, Leone KB8VBR, Carl
KB8VXE, Mark KC8FQV, Jeannie KC8MNW, Jeanne
KC8TJH, Jessica KD8ACJ, David KD8ACO, Mark
KD8NPD, Joseph KD8OVQ, Keith KD8PHL, Kevin
KD8QAZ, Dean KD8RRA, Mike KD8RVQ, Ken
KG8DN, Joe N8IPC, Bob N8ORC, Tom N8UAZ, Bill
N8UPZ, Jeff N8YNR, John NA8Y, Bob W2THU, Matt
W8DEC, Tom W8TAB, John WA8LGM, Gary
WA8TJL, Linda WB8QLT, and George WD8GEO.
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information
by David Noeth, KD8ACO
Net Control Stations:
Bob W2THU, Ken KG8DN,
Bill AC8CO, Jeanne KC8TJH.
Upcoming NCS assignments
are:
5/17/12 Jeanne KC8TJH
5/24/12 Bob
W2THU
5/31/12 Matt
W8DEC
6/7/12 Ken
KG8DN
6/14/12 Bill
AC8CO
6/21/12 Eric
N8AUC
6/28/12 David KD8ACO
The Thursday Club Net promotion encourages participation in both the weekly club net, as well as, the
monthly LEARA membership meetings. Specifically,
any individual who checks into the Thursday Club Net
during a given month will be given one extra chance in
the grand prize drawing to be held at the November
dinner meeting. This extra chance will be given in
addition to any other grand prize drawing chances the
individual has already accumulated. Participation in
only one net during the month is required. Please see
additional details regarding the new grand prize drawing elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.
Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net
The ARES digital communications net is held on the
146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) the first Thursday of every
month at 9 PM local time. David Schultz, AD8WS,
can be contacted for further information concerning this
net.
Friday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
slow scan TV net is now on summer break. Why not
give the Thursday ARES digital communications net a
try (see above for details), until the SSTV net resumes?
Wanted! Net Control Stations
We now have seven Net Control Stations for the Thursday evening LEARA Club Net. There’s always room
for more stations who would like to give it a try. Any
member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
can be a net control operator for one or all of the nets
held on one of the club’s repeaters. Please send me an
email at kd8aco@leara.org if you are interested.
Hope to talk with you “on the air” soon!
de David, KD8ACO -AR-
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LEARA’s April 24 program
at Stancato’s on
Crossband Repeating
by Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS
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KD8FTS

LEARA’s April 24 program
at Stancato’s on
Crossband Repeating
by Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS
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LAKE ERIE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION TRUSTEE’S MEETING
MINUTES OF THE MEETING
12 May 2012 at the Highland Hills (Ohio) Village Hall
(Subject to Revision)
Trustees present: W2THU, WA8TJL,
KD8ACO, KG8DN, K8JTK, K8SGX, W8AZO,
WD8JMM, N8OOF, N8AUC, AC8CO.
Trustees Excused: N8YNR, WB8APD, K8EHP,
N8XDO.
Guest Present: KC8KSU
1. The meeting was called to order by
WD8JMM at 0901.
2. Corrections to Previous Minutes:
W2THU moved, seconded by K8JTK, that
the previous meeting’s minutes be accepted as published without corrections.
The motion passed unanimously.
3. Treasurer’s Report: There was no treasurer’s report because WB8APD was absent due to illness.
4. Membership Report: W8AZO stated that
we have 181 active members. Marv
passed around a delinquent member list so
that the trustees would know whom to
contact regarding membership renewal.
5. Venue Committee Report: KC8KSU reported that the remaining short list of venues which have not yet been used as meeting places for this year is: Harry’s Steak
House, and Dina’s Pizza in Old Brooklyn.
She also showed a map of the Cleveland
area reflecting the membership by zip
code. This map indicated that the geographic center of our membership is Rockside Road, just west of I-77 and that a slim
plurality of members live in the northeast
quadrant. KD8FTS and Sara will make
another presentation at the July Trustee’s
meeting with further recommendations.
Sara said that they will probably propose
Dina’s for August unless something else
pops up. KG8DN pointed out that this

process of rotating restaurants had clearly
increased meeting attendance.
6. Program Chair Report: N8AUC reported
the following programs: May will feature
a presentation by W2THU on Ham Radio
and the Law. June will be Field Day.
AC8CO suggested that we have a VE session at Field Day and that was agreed
upon. July will be the picnic meeting and
Eric said that the permit application is underway. The remaining months are still in
the planning stages. Alex urged that we
bring a non-ham to Field Day.
7. Status of Streaming 146.88: K8JTK reported that 146.88 audio is up and running
on the LEARA web site via Radio Reference. Although this west side repeater is
very quiet right now, we do expect a lot of
activity as soon as the IRLP is re-installed.
WB8APD is supposed to put 146.76
online, too.
8. Door Prize Assignment Update: AC8CO
pointed out that LEARA failed to provide
door prizes at the last two meetings and
that no one seemed to miss them. K8SGX
moved, seconded by AC8CO, that we discontinue giving away door prizes. Discussion: Sara said that we should advertise
that we have door prizes and have 2 good
ones instead of a lot of junky ones.
N8AUC suggested that we give out tickets
at meetings all year long and use those to
give away a 2 meter radio at the holiday
party with the winner needing to be present. N8OOF suggested that we buy 2
Chinese HTs at the upcoming Dayton
Hamvention. The motion to discontinue
door prizes passed unanimously.
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(Continued from page 8)

Then, N8AUC moved, seconded by
K8SGX, that in lieu of monthly door
prizes, LEARA shall continue to keep
track of meeting attendees and member
check-ins on our weekly net. Points
would then be assigned (1 point for each
net you check into, 1 point for coming to a
monthly membership meeting, and 1 point
for eating dinner at the meeting) in order
to randomly choose a grand prize winner
at the November dinner meeting. The winner must be present. The Program Chair
shall be in charge. This motion passed
unanimously.
9. Technical Committee Report: K8SGX
stated that he spent 5 hours last Sunday
tweaking the IRLP on the new 146.88 repeater. He still needs to do a few things to
the controller. Installation is within a
month. The 146.76 input at the 146.88 repeater site needs to be moved to CWRU
before the Marathon, next Sunday.
AC8CO, N8OOF and N8AUC will do this
on Wednesday.
10. Any Other Old Business: None
11. Any New Business: None
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12. N8OOF moved, seconded by W8AZO that
we adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 1133.
Respectfully submitted,
Robert M. Winston, W2THU
Secretary

To Massimo da Milano
at West 25th and Detroit
on an Indians game night...
From NW Cleveland: Take Rt. 2 (Shoreway) east to
W. 25th exit, turn right onto W. 25th at Detroit.
From West Suburbs: Take I-90 east to W. 25 exit,
turn left, and go north on W. 25th past Church St.
From Southwest: Take I-71 north to W. 25/Pearl
Rd. exit, and go north on W. 25th past Church St.
From East Suburbs: Take Rt. 2 (Shoreway) west to
W. 28th exit, turn left onto W. 28th, then left again at
Detroit Ave. Go about 2 blocks east to W. 25th.
From South & SW Suburbs:
Take I-77 north to
I-490 west to I-90 west. Exit at W. 41st and turn right
(north) going 0.3 mile to Lorain (Rt. 10); turn right at
Lorain (east). Go 0.6 mile on Lorain to W. 25th,
then turn left (north). Massimo will be about 0.5 mile
on your left.

ARES SUMMER CALENDAR
Amateur Radio Emergency Service—District 10 and Cuyahoga County
8 PM on 1st & 3rd Tues.

Cuyahoga ARES Net (voice)

145.410/R-

7 PM on 2nd & 4th Wed.

ARES District 10 Net (voice)

147.015/R+

9 PM on 2nd Thursday

Cuyahoga ARES Net (digital)

146.76/R- (after the club net)

NO May Meeting

Cuyahoga County ARES

NO May Meeting

2 to 4 PM on June 16

Cuyahoga County ARES Meeting

CCPL Mayfield Branch

9 AM to 4 PM on July 21

Great Lakes Emcomm. Conference

Gilmour Acad. LS, Gates Mills

H.B. 158 Approved by the Ohio General Assembly
from the ARRL Members Only Website
By Nick Pittner, K8NAP
Ohio State Government Liaison
The amateur radio antenna legislation, H.B. 158 passed another milestone on Tuesday, May 7, when the
Ohio House of Representatives overwhelmingly approved amendments passed by the Ohio Senate. The Bill
has now been passed by both the Ohio House and the Ohio Senate and will be forwarded to Governor
Kasich for signature. Barring a voter referendum, the Bill will become law ninety days after Governor
Kasich’s signature. With passage of this law Ohio joins over 26 other states that have adopted legislation
similar to FCC regulation PRB-1 requiring local zoning authorities to provide reasonable accommodation
for amateur radio antennas.
The Senate amendments removed language establishing an antenna height of 75 feet as a presumed
“reasonable” antenna height. In its place H.B. 158, like PRB-1, now requires “reasonable” accommodation
for amateur antennas without any specific height being mentioned. A second consideration by the House
was necessary because of the differences between the versions initially passed by the House and Senate. The
House action this week brings the two versions together and represents final approval by the General Assembly.
No date has yet been scheduled for consideration of the Bill by Governor Kasich, but we hope that he will
act quickly to approve this legislation. As recognized by both the FCC and now by the Ohio General Assembly, amateur radio plays an important Homeland Security role as an emergency communications
service in times of emergency. We hope that this new law will assist Ohio’s radio amateurs in carrying out
that role when called upon. Additional details will be provided when available.
73, Nick Pittner, K8NAP
Ohio State Government Liaison
-AR-
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PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

