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At Stancato’s on Tuesday, April 24

Crossband
Repeating
-

by Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS

Round Four of LEARA’s Restaurant Tour

It’s Stancato’s in Parma for April 24
7380 State Rd., Parma, Ohio 44134
On State Road just north of Pleasant Valley Road
Exit I-71 at Bagley Road and Go East, or take
I-480 to I-77 South, then Pleasant Valley Road West

KD8FTS
Switching hats from his recent role as the male
half of the Venue Committee, this month’s speaker is
our own Eddie Stevens, KD8FTS, who will update us
on using your dual-band radio as a crossband repeater.
The idea, for example, is to set one side of your
radio to listen to a repeater station on 2 meters, set the
other side to a 440 simplex frequency, and adjust the
radio controls so that what ONE side hears is transmitted to the OTHER side. Your radio is now a portable
repeater transferring traffic from one band across to
another.
Eddie (KD8FTS) and his dad, Ed (WB8ROK),
along with other local hams, have worked together to
provide VHF/UHF access during public service events
using this technique in various ways, where radio communications would have been otherwise untenable!
This month’s meeting will be at Stancato’s Restaurant in Parma (see information in the box at top
right). Dinner begins at 6:30 PM, followed by the program presentation near 7:30 PM. You may come for

the meeting, only, without a reservation, but you must
make a reservation in advance if you wish to have dinner with us that evening.
Entrée options are as follows:
Top Round Roast Beef in Gravy
Chicken Parmigiana
Stuffed Shells
Your $21. provides one of the above entrées
with a salad and beverage. Tax and tip are also included.
Bar beverages can be purchased that evening at the restaurant. See other details at www.stancatos.com.
To reserve your dinner (before 11:00 AM that
day, please), either telephone Marv Grossman’s line at
440-248-0031 or go to the club website www.leara.org.
Make your dinner reservation either way, or just
come to the meeting near the start time of 7:30 PM.
We all hope to see you then at Stancato’s on the night of
Tuesday, April 24!
-AR-
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The Prez Says

Welcome to April, folks. I really don't have
much to say this month, so I'll use this time
by Alex Manuk, WD8JMM
as my annual (or more frequent) plea to
please USE the REPEATERS. Both the ’76
and ’88 repeaters have been very quiet for the past
several months. I want to believe it's because everybody's been busy with other things, but it's an ongoing trend we've seen in the Cleveland area that's not
very encouraging.

In years past, I was hard pressed to find an open machine during drive-time. Scanning the band meant
there were literally dozens of conversations to listen
to. Nowadays I'm lucky if I can find someone to talk
to at 5:15 on the way home from work. I don't always have the radio on when I'm in the car, but when
I do, more often than not, I'm listening
to...NOTHING. LEARA is suffering from the same malady that has struck most
of the 'older' technology. Nowadays it's just easier to pick up the cell phone than it
is to do ’most anything else. But please, if you have some spare time, pick up the
microphone and make a call. Use the repeaters, and let's get our money's worth out
of them.
I had a wonderful experience a couple of weeks ago. I had to rescue a stranded co
-worker, and while we were driving back to the office, he asked, “Hey, what's that
radio? Is that a CB or something?” Naturally, I took the opportunity to introduce
him to amateur radio, and gave a short demonstration (thanks to KG8DN). Keith
is now interested in studying for his ticket. It's still a fascinating hobby, and
something that sets us apart from our fellow technologists. We've got something
to be proud of, so let's talk it up and get some new blood in the hobby.
We have a web presence we can send people to (with streaming audio of the ’88
machine, even!). We've got newsletters we can hand out (or email PDF copies of).
We can invite people to our meetings and special events…(Field Day is going to
be great). Ham radio is a fabulous, unique fraternity and we ALL need to act
more like RADIO FANS. You never know when someone will get bitten by the
bug.
(Continued on page 3)
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran,
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month (except December and June) at a
Cleveland-area restaurant to be announced each month in the newsletter. The LEARA newsletter
usually arrives near the middle of the month. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at
7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are typically required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-2480031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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(Continued from page 2)

This month's LEARA dinner meeting restaurant tour will be at Stancato's. I haven't been there in a few
years. I'm looking forward to their fine menu and a fascinating presentation by Eddie, KD8FTS, on
crossband repeating. I have used crossband systems myself a number of times, and it's a method that can
prove to be very valuable in a lot of situations. If you've never done it (or it's been a while), you'll want
to see this program to see how simple and useful this mode is nowadays.
I look forward to seeing everyone at Stancato's this month.
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Prez,
cont.

73, de Alex WD8JMM -AR-

Tri-C (Metro/West) to Offer Tech Courses Starting May 31
Mark Baker, NB8I, announced that Cuyahoga Community College will offer a series of five-week courses,
each designed to prepare students for the Technician exam. Mark will be the instructor, and contact
information is as follows: Mark Baker, NB8I, 440-781-2636, www.nb8i.com , email: nb8i@ymail.com .
Proud Grandpa on his
morning beach walk.

View from the Cape
By Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ
Cape Canaveral, Florida

We didn’t have much of a winter here,
in Florida, much like you didn’t in
NEOH! Temperatures have been 5-10
degrees above normal with lots of seabreezes (easterly winds) which has kept
the surf pretty riled up. With family and
friends visiting in February and March, I
haven’t had a whole lot of time for ham
radio operation (most of it has been on MARS nets) but I did get a weekend “off” to get to the Orlando HamCation,
which is turning into a fest about 1/3 the size of Dayton. Weather was perfect for it this year (no rain or storms like last
year!) and the flea market was larger than ever.
I bought an annual pass for the Kennedy Space Center, as it is one of the prime places to take visitors when they are
here. It has been quite a few years since I had gone there, and with 2 visits in 3 weeks, I still did not get to see everything that’s there. They’re building a new facility to show off the shuttle Atlantis. However, there is very little “new”
on display there…much of it is still stuck in the Apollo moon program and, of course, the Shuttle program. I’m told
that should change in the next year or so.
The next big space-related activity we are all looking
forward to is the beach flyover of the Shuttle Discovery perched atop its 747 transport craft on the morning
of April 17th. It will be taking off from NASA’s Shuttle
Landing Strip, flying down to Patrick AFB over Merritt
Island and the Banana River and returning northward
over the beaches and then onward to Dulles Airport near
Washington, DC. I am told that, in some ways, this is a
more spectacular (and longer lasting) sight than a shuttle
lift-off. I’ll report on that one next time!
Well, surf’s up and it’s off to the beach! (Water temps
are in the high 70’s.) 73 till next time.
de Ron K2RJ

-AR-

Rocket
Garden at
KSC
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Volunteer Exam Dates

Upcoming Hamfests

and Locations

and Conventions

from www.arrl.org

from www.arrl.org

04/15/2012 | Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: American Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

04/14/2012
Cuyahoga Falls ARC's 58th Annual Hamfest
Location: Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.cfarc.org/hamfest2012.html
Learn More

04/20/2012 | Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
05/01/2012 | Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
05/13/2012 | Independence OH 44131-4841
Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Town Hall
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
05/17/2012 | Stow OH 44224-4097
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls ARC
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

Bus to Dayton & Back? ...

04/29/2012
Athens Hamfest
Location: Athens, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Athens County Amateur Radio Assn.
Website: http://ac-ara.org/
Learn More
05/18/2012
Dayton Hamvention
Location: Trotwood, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Dayton Amateur Radio Association
Website: http://www.hamvention.org
Learn More
From K-Mart in either Middleburg Heights
or at I-71 & Rt. 303:
www.2cars.org
————————
From Akron Baptist Temple on Manchester Rd.
Rt. 93 near Rt. 224:
330-745-5115

Summer’s On the Way — (So is the Storm Season!)
Spotter Training Website: http://www.erh.noaa.gov/cle/skywarn/training/spottran.html
April 24, 2012

LEARA—Crossband Repeating

Stancato’s Italian Restaurant, Parma

May 29, 2012

LEARA—TBA

May Location TBA

June 23-24, 2012

LEARA FIELD DAY & MEETING

Cleveland Lakefront State Park

July 31, 2012

Annual Picnic Meeting

TBA
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LEARA “On The Air”

Currently, there
Club Net Information
are three active
by David Noeth, KD8ACO
nets on the
LEARA repeaters! These nets include the Skywarn Practice Net on
Wednesday nights at 8:00 PM, the LEARA Club Net,
which is always held at 8:00 PM local time on Thursday nights, and the Thursday ARES digital communications net held the first Thursday of every month at 9 PM
local time, following the LEARA club net. Truly, something for everyone! Participation in each and every net
is greatly appreciated. Please see the details below for
additional information.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets are on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9
PL) repeater and will continue on Wednesday nights at
8:00 PM local time until the last week in October.
Everyone is welcome! The 146.88 (- offset, 110.9 PL)
repeater is used as a backup. Skywarn nets may be activated on one of these repeaters anytime threatening
weather is approaching.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
club net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM
local time on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater.
This is an open and informal net intended to provide the
opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship
among local amateur radio operators, and develop radio
traffic handling skills. You do not have to be a member
of LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net,
LEARA would like to recognize those who take the
time to check in and keep the net active and alive. During the past month, the weekly Thursday Night Club
Net had a total of eighty-six (86) check-ins from thirtynine (39) different stations.
The following were
reported by our net control stations to have participated:
Tom AB8RZ, Bill AC8CO, Arp K8ARP, Mike K8EHP,
Jeff K8JTK, Jim K8QOT, Steve K8SAS, Bill K8WHB,
Fritz K8WLF, Greg KB8AJR, Lilly KB8MHZ, Leone
KB8VBR, Carl KB8VXE, Mark KC8FQV, Jeannie
KC8MNW, Jeanne KC8TJH, David KD8ACO, Eddie
KD8FTS, Joseph KD8OVQ, Kevin KD8QAZ, John
KD8QMU, Dean KD8RRA, Bob KE8UV, Ken
KG8DN, Eric N8AUC, Rick N8RB, Bill N8UPZ, Don
ND8B, Bob W2THU, Marv W8AZO, Matt W8DEC,
John WA8LGM, Gary WA8TJL, Dick WA8TPP, Linda
WB8QLT, Ed WB8ROK, George WD8GEO, Jim
WD8JEL, and Mark WE8BBS.
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Net Control Stations:
Bill AC8CO, Ken KG8DN, Eric
N8AUC, David KD8ACO, and
Matt W8DEC.
Upcoming NCS assignments are:
4/12/12
4/19/12
4/26/12
5/3/12
5/10/12
5/17/12
5/24/12
5/31/12

Ken
Bill
Jeanne
Eric
David
Jeanne
Bob
Matt

KG8DN
AC8CO
KC8TJH
N8AUC
KD8ACO
KC8TJH
W2THU
W8DEC

The feedback received from members regarding the
Thursday Club Net promotion has been very encouraging. This promotion encourages participation in both
the weekly club net, as well as, the monthly LEARA
membership meetings. Specifically, any individual
who checks into the Thursday Club Net during a given
month will be given one extra door prize ticket at the
following month’s LEARA club meeting. This extra
door prize ticket will be given in addition to any other
door prize tickets the individual has already been
given. Participation in only one net during the preceding month is required. Participation in the monthly
meeting is obviously required.
Thursday ARES Digital Communications Net
The ARES digital communications net is held on the
146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) the first Thursday of every
month at 9 PM local time. David Schultz, AD8WS,
can be contacted for further information concerning this
net.
Friday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
slow scan TV net is now on summer break. Why not
give the Thursday ARES digital communications net a
try (see above for details), until the SSTV net resumes?
Wanted! Net Control Stations
We now have seven Net Control Stations for the Thursday evening LEARA Club Net. There’s always room
for more stations who would like to give it a try. Any
member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
can be a net control operator for one or all of the nets
held on one of the club’s repeaters. Please send me an
email at kd8aco@leara.org if you are interested. Hope
to talk with you “on the air” soon!
de David, KD8ACO

-AR-
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On March 27 at JB Milano’s, we were educated & entertained by

Rick Swain, KK8O
Official Observer Coordinator for the ARRL Ohio Section
Thanks, Rick!
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At LEARA’s March 27 program
by Rick Swain, KK8O
ARRL Official Observer Coordinator
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Heavy Tornado Season Last Year Now Compels Attention
Excerpts from AP, Reuters, NOAA, and the ARRL Ohio Section News

Tornado Facts...
Tornadoes develop from severe thunderstorms. They
are usually preceded by very heavy rain and/or large hail.
A thunderstorm accompanied by hail indicates that the
storm has large amounts of energy and may be severe. In
general, the larger the hailstones, the more potential there
is for damaging winds and/or tornadoes.
The most violent tornadoes are capable of tremendous
destruction with wind speeds of 250 mph or more.
Damage paths have exceeded the width of one mile and
50 miles long. Tornadoes generally move from southwest
to northeast, but have also been recorded traveling in any
direction. The forward speed of a tornado varies from 30
mph to 70 mph.
Peak tornado season in Ohio is generally April
through July, and they usually occur between 2 p.m.
and 10 p.m. Last year, though, an EF1 tornado occurred
in Fairfield County at 6 in the morning - which proves
that tornadoes can happen at any time, during any season.

Fujita Tornado Damage Scale
- By Category
The Enhanced Fujita Scale is a set of wind estimates (not
measurements) based on damage. It uses three-second
gusts estimated at the point of damage based on a judgment of eight levels of damage…………………………

Enhanced Fujita Scale
OPERATIONAL EF SCALE
EF # = 3-Second Gust (MPH)
0 = 65-85
1 = 86-110
2 = 111-135
3 = 136-165
4 = 166-200
5 = Over 200

Tornado Safety Tips...
Whether practicing in a tornado drill or sheltering during
a warning, the Ohio Committee for Severe Weather
Awareness encourages Ohioans to DUCK!

D - Go DOWN to the lowest level
U - Get UNDER something
C - COVER your head
K - KEEP in shelter until the storm has passed
* Take responsibility for your safety and be prepared before a watch or warning is issued. Meet with household
members to develop a disaster plan to respond to tornado
watches and warnings. Conduct regular tornado drills.
When a tornado watch is issued, review your plan – don't
wait for the watch to become a warning. Learn how to
turn off the water, gas and electricity at the main
switches.
* Despite Doppler radar, tornadoes can sometimes occur
without any warning, allowing very little time to act. It is
important to know the basics of tornado safety. Know the
difference between tornado watches and tornado warnings.
* Tune in to one of the following for weather information: NOAA Weather Radio, local/cable television (Ohio
News Network or the Weather Channel), or local radio
station.
* If you are a person with special needs, register your
name and address with your local emergency management agency, police and fire departments before any
natural or man-made disaster.

NOTE: Prior to February 1st, 2007, tornadoes were
rated according to the “F” (Fujita) scale rather than the
newer “EF” (Enhanced Fujita Scale). Click on the Storm
Prediction website http://www.spc.noaa.gov/efscale/ for
additional information regarding the “F” and “EF” scales.

Associated Press Photo, Tuscaloosa AL, April 2011
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(Continued from page 8)

* NOAA Weather Radio has available an alerting tool for
people who are deaf or have hearing impairments. Some
weather radio receivers can be connected to an existing
home security system, much the same as a doorbell,
smoke detector or other sensor.
For additional information, visit:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr/special_need.htm

* The safest place to be during a tornado is a basement.
If the building has no basement or cellar, go to a small
room (a bathroom or closet) on the lowest level of the
structure, away from windows and as close to the center of the building as possible.

* Be aware of emergency shelter plans in stores, offices
and schools. If no specific shelter has been identified,
move to the building's lowest level. Try to avoid areas
with large glass windows, large rooms and wide-span
roofs such as auditoriums, cafeterias, large hallways or
shopping malls.

* If you're outside or in mobile home, find shelter immediately by going to the lowest level of a nearby
sturdy building. Sturdy buildings are the safest structures to be in when tornadoes threaten. Winds from tornadoes can blow large objects, including cars and mobile homes, hundreds of feet away.

* If you cannot quickly get to a shelter, get into your
vehicle, buckle your seatbelt and try to drive to the
nearest sturdy shelter.

* If you experience flying debris while driving, pull
over and park. Choose to either stay in your vehicle,
stay buckled up, duck down below the windows and
cover your head with your hands, or find a depression
or ditch, exit your vehicle and use your arms and hands
to protect your head. Never seek shelter under highway
overpasses and bridges.
-AR-

ARES SPRING-SUMMER CALENDAR
Amateur Radio Emergency Service—District 10 and Cuyahoga County
8 PM 1st & 3rd Tues.

Cuyahoga County ARES Net

145.410/R-

7 PM 2nd & 4th Wed.

ARES District 10 Net

147.015/R+

10 AM April 21, 2012

District 10 Spring Training

Camp Stigwandish, Madison, OH

2 PM April 29, 2012

Cuyahoga ARES Meeting

CC Library Parma-Snow Branch

NO May Meeting

Cuyahoga ARES

NO May Meeting

9 AM July 21, 2012

Great Lakes Emcomm. Conf.

Gilmour Academy LS, Gates Mills

FCC Seeks Public Comments
on Emergency Communications by Amateur Radio and Impediments to Amateur Radio Communications.
Excerpted from ARRL online document of April 3, 2012: Full story at...
http://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-seeks-public-comments-on-emergency-communications-by-amateur-radio-and-impediments-to-amateur-ra

In response to the Congressional directive to prepare a study to assess Amateur Radio’s role in emergency and disaster
communications and the impact of private land use regulations on the amateur community’s ability to provide
such communications, the FCC issued DA 12-523 soliciting comments from the public.
The period for public comment runs until May 17, 2012.
“As part of the study contained in Public Law No. 112-96, the Commission has opened a 45 day period for comments
to be filed on the issue,” said ARRL Regulatory Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND.
“Because of the short deadline for the study to be completed and presented to Congress -- before the end of August -the ARRL and the amateur community must quickly mobilize their response.” …
“The areas of concern here are the limitations that are placed on a property when it is purchased, either as part of
the deed of sale or by restrictions imposed by the neighborhood/homeowner’s association. Those restrictions, sometimes
referred to as CC&Rs, are not currently covered by the FCC’s PRB-1 decision from 1985.”
To allow the ARRL to quickly collect and collate relevant information from the amateur community to help
support the filing it will make with the FCC on this issue, a website has been setup. The site -www.arrl.org/ccr-study-information -- provides details about what kind of information is needed by the ARRL.
Also on the site, you will find links to two online data collection forms. …
Henderson said that due to the short timeframe that the FCC has allotted for public comment, time is of the essence. In
order to allow the ARRL to develop its comments, the ARRL asks that all information sent
by the amateur community be received at the ARRL no later than April 25, 2012.
“We realize this is a very short turnaround asking for your response, but this is based on the time provided
by the Commission for the comment window.”…
If you have questions about what is being requested, you may contact the ARRL Regulatory Information Office
via e-mail. “Again, time is of the essence in this matter,” Henderson said. “This is the best opportunity that amateurs
have had to address the impact of overly burdensome private land use restrictions.
If Amateur Radio is to succeed in this effort, it is going to take all of us working together.” -AR-

LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
- 42 Years of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969 VOICE REPEATERS:
146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone) IRLP Node 4282
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

