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Alert: NO DIMITRI’S MEETING this month...
We meet ON-SITE with FOOD at FIELD DAY on Sat., June 25!
John, KC8FOC. wants you to know that

Half the fun of LEARA’S FIELD DAY
is coming out at 9 AM Saturday and SETTING UP!
See also http://www.arrl.org/field-day
The location of LEARA‟s field day this June 25-26 continues to
be our traditional one on the cliff looking over Lake Erie at the
Cleveland Lakefront State Park (aka Upper Gordon Park), just
Saturday, 9 AM:
east of the north end of Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive. Contact event chairman,
John Radney, KC8FOC, for further information at 216-469-4361, or just show Site & Equipment Setup
up! Options include helping to set up the stations and antennas on Saturday at 9
Saturday, 2 PM:
AM, working a station during the 24 hours between 2 PM Saturday and 2 PM
FD Operations Begin
Sunday local time, and coming for the LEARA meeting at 6 PM on Saturday.
Saturday, 6 PM:
Food provisions on Saturday before and during the evening meeting will be
chaired by Janet & Gary (WA8TJL) Zimmet. Guests are welcome to come to June LEARA Meeting
learn how ham radio works using the “Get On The Air” station. Rigs will include
Sunday, 2 PM:
CW, HF, and FM. Talk-in will be on the 146.88 repeater! See you at field day!
FD Operations End
DIRECTIONS
Take I-90 east or west to the
Martin Luther King Blvd exit
(Exit 177). Then head north
toward the lake. Follow MLK
past the freeway ramps
(be careful; the ramps have
the right-of-way here) around
to the right and up the hill.
There will be a sign on the
left identifying Cleveland
Lakefront State Park. The
driveway will be on your left.
Look for the site to the left
(west) of the parking lots and
the ranger station.
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Well, another month has gone by, and
we‟re now settling into the summer
routine at the Manuk household. The
kids are out of school, the house is
opened up, and the garden is sprouting.
It‟s definitely time for FIELD DAY.

_
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The Prez Says
by Alex Manuk, WD8JMM

Field Day has to be the #1 event of the amateur
radio calendar. Yeah, Dayton is a lot of fun, but
Field Day is the ultimate party. Part contest, part
cookout, part emergency preparedness exercise - if
you can‟t find something to love about Field Day,
you‟re not trying. LEARA‟s Field Day session
will take place, as always, at the Upper Gordon
Park area of the Cleveland Lakefront State Park.
The crew will start setting up at 9AM on Saturday,
the 25th, and the „on-the-air‟ activities kick off at 2
PM. Don‟t kid yourself, though, there‟s a lot more
to it than the airtime.
Come on out, visit, help out with the setup or teardown, have a cup of coffee, hang
out with the crew, and experience all of what Field Day has to offer. I guarantee
you‟ll have a good time.
Any of you who have been monitoring the 88 repeater for the past few days may
have noticed it sounds a little different. Last Saturday, the 11th, a crew of folks
got together at the site and swapped equipment around, so the machine that‟s currently on the air is a temporary one, while the main 88 machine gets reworked.
The repeater has been suffering from „too many cooks‟ syndrome for a while now,
and it was time to do some serious housecleaning. Bill, K8SGX, will be performing the surgery over the next few weeks, and once he‟s given the machine a clean
bill of health, we‟ll put it back into service. In the meantime, the temporary machine should serve admirably. Unfortunately, removing the 88 cabinet meant we
also had to take the 444.7 machine off the air, temporarily, but that will return
along with the „new‟ 88. Stay tuned for further details.
Also on the 11th, I had the pleasure of participating in one of my favorite public
service events, the Kidney Walk. About 1500 people walked a 3-mile course on
(Continued on page 8)

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except December at Dimitri‟s Restaurant, 1830 Snow Rd., Parma, OH (in the Mid-Town Shopping Center, just west of Broadview
Road). Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are required if you do wish to
eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-248-0031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.

June 2011_
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THE VIEW FROM THE CAPE
by Ron, K2RJ
Cape Canaveral, Florida
Well, we‟ve been in our own place now for over 2 months and it is
finally beginning to feel like home! Because of a delay with the countertop supplier, they weren‟t installed until our third week of occupancy, but
the contractor did install some temporary ones (take-outs!) to include a
sink and a few other surfaces, so the kitchen was partially usable.
The Ham Shack is still a work in progress, however. The Kenwood TS440S is giving me fits, as the 6-months of storage did not fix the intermittent problem it has been exhibiting over the past 2 years or so! In fact, it
is probably much worse which should make the problem easier to find
and fix. I‟m still using mobile antennas temporarily placed on the ground,
but am refining my ideas for a more permanent solution, especially if I can get access to the roof. It will
take some time to “educate” the proper contacts, but the seeds are being sown. I also dusted off the old
packet TNC, as I have access to a MARS Winlink 2000 node that I can hear (and hopefully can get into) at
Patrick Air Force Base, which is about 12 miles south of me.
I joined the Brevard County Communications
Assistance Team (CAT) which is responsible for maintaining BEARS-1, a custom-built communications motor home belonging to the Brevard Emergency Amateur Radio Services, Inc. BEARS is a consortium of
nearly a dozen Amateur Radio Clubs and organizations
plus MARS and REACT and is sponsored by Brevard
County, (See also the sites http://bears.homelinux.net/
I will be providing engineering
and www.k4eoc.org.)
services to the CAT team, and also will be the MARS
liaison to BEARS.
I‟m still taking sunrise walks on the beach most mornings and have seen some interesting ships entering and
departing Port Canaveral. I‟ve included a picture of one of the 3 Trident submarines that visited the port last
month. In April I worked for a week in Sikeston, MO (during the tornados and flooding!) performing interference mitigation (high levels of power line noise on VHF.) The week of Dayton, I drove to the north of
Orlando to do some combiner retuning in Seminole County. While I was working, Kathy flew up to visit
the grandkids in northern New York State.
That‟s all for this month…. 73. Maybe I‟ll talk to one of you on D-Star from BEARS-1 !

DE K2RJ -AR-
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Upcoming Hamfests
from www.arrl.org

from www.arrl.org
06/19/2011
Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: Lorain County ARA Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

06/19/2011 | Monroe Hamfest

06/21/2011
Sandusky OH 44870-1926
Sponsor: Sandusky Radio Exp League Inc
Location: Sandusky Radio Exp League Inc Clubhouse
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

07/09/2011 | NW PA Hamfest

07/10/2011
Independence OH 44131-4841
Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Independence Old Town Hall
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

07/10/2011 | 26th Annual Hamfest

07/17/2011
Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: Lorain County ARA Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

07/16/2011 | NOARSFEST

07/19/2011
Sandusky OH 44870-1926
Sponsor: Sandusky Radio Exp League Inc
Location: Sandusky Radio Exp League Inc Clubhouse
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
07/24/2011
Newton Falls OH 44444-1639
Sponsor: Warren ARA
Location: Newton Falls Community Center
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

Location: Monroe, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Monroe County Radio Comm. Assn.
Website: http://www.mcrca.org
Learn More

Location: Erie, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Union City & Wattsburg Wireless Assns.
Website: http://www.wattsburg-wireless.us/
hamfest.htm
Learn More

Location: Pittsburgh, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: North Hills Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://nharc.org
Learn More

Location: Elyria, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Northern Ohio Amateur Radio Society
Website: http://noars.net
Learn More

07/17/2011 | Van Wert ARC Hamfest
Location: Van Wert, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Van Wert Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.w8fy.org
Learn More

07/31/2011 | Portage Hamfair '11
Location: Randolph, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Portage Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://hamfair.com
Learn More

07/31/2011 | FARC Hamfest
07/24/2011
Randolph OH 44265
Sponsor: Portage County Hamfest
Location: Portage County Fair Grounds
Time: 10:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More

Location: Greensburg, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Foothills Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://W3LWW.org
Learn More

June 2011_
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LEARA ―On The Air‖
Club Net Information by David Noeth, KD8ACO
Please extend a warm welcome to Joe, KC8RAN,
who is returning to the rotation as a Net Control
Station for the Thursday Night Club Net.
Field Day weekend will be here before you know it
(June 25-26, 2011). This is a great opportunity to
learn and participate in a hands-on way with the
setup, operation, and teardown of an Amateur Radio station. Your help and participation would be
greatly appreciated. Hope you can join us for all
or just a part of this Amateur Radio tradition. You
won’t regret it! Please get in contact with me at
kd8aco@leara.org if you are interested in putting
LEARA “On The Air” again this year during Field
Day. Stay tuned to the LEARA Thursday Club Net
for additional information.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets have returned on the 146.76
(- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater and will continue on
Wednesday nights at 8:00 PM local time until the last
week in October. Everyone is welcome! The 146.880
(- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater is used as a backup. Skywarn nets may be activated on one of these repeaters
anytime threatening weather is approaching.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association‟s weekly
club net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM
local time on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater.
This is an open and informal net intended to provide the
opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship
among local amateur radio operators, and develop radio
traffic handling skills. You do not have to be a member
of LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net,
LEARA would like to recognize those who take the
time to check in and keep the net active and alive. During the past month, the weekly Thursday Night Club
Net had a total of seventy-six (76) check-ins from fortyfive (45) different stations. The following were reported by our net control stations to have participated:
Bill AC8CO, Bill AC8IH, David AD8WS, Arp
K8ARP, Bruce K8CSI, Mike K8EHP, Jeff K8JTK,
Steve K8SAS, Fritz K8WLF, Jim KA2IWK, John
KA8GZA, Bill KA8VIT, Jeff KB8PIH, Leone
KB8VBR, Carl KB8VXE, John KC8FOC, Mark
KC8FQV, Jeannie KC8MNW, Joe KC8RAN, Jeanne
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KC8TJH, David KD8ACO, Eddie KD8FTS, Keith
KD8KBL, Laura KD8MBJ, John KD8MUF, Leon
KD8NVX, Mark KD8OLG, Steve KD8OLH, Kevin
KD8QAZ, John KD8QDY, Ken KG8DN, Mike
KG8MTG, Don KJ5KB, Eric N8AUC, Bryan
N8OOF, Tom N8UAZ, Bill N8UPZ, Bob W2THU,
Marv W8AZO, David W8DAL, Rick W8HV, Tom
W8TAB, Gary WA8TJL, Dick WA8TPP, and George
WD8GEO.
Net Control Stations: Eric N8AUC, David KD8ACO,
Ken KG8DN, and Bill AC8CO.
Upcoming NCS assignments are:
6/16/11
6/23/11
6/30/11
7/7/11
7/14/11
7/21/11
7/28/11

David
Ken
Matt
Joe
Bob
Bill
David

KD8ACO
KG8DN
W8DEC
KC8RAN
W2THU
AC8CO
KD8ACO

The feedback received from members regarding the
Thursday Club Net promotion has been very encouraging. This promotion encourages participation in both
the weekly club net, as well as, the monthly LEAR A
membership meetings. Specifically, any individua l
who checks into the Thursday Club Net during a given
month will be given one extra door prize ticket at the
following month‟s LEARA club meeting. This extra
door prize ticket will be given in addition to any other
door prize tickets the individual has already been
given. Participation in only one net during the preceding month is required. Participation in the monthly
meeting is obviously required.
Friday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association‟s weekly
slow scan T V net is held informally on Friday evenings
at 7:30 PM local time on the 146.880 (- offset, 110.9
PL) repeater. Net Control Stations for the SST V Net
are needed, in order to keep this net active and on the
air. Please let me know if you are interested. This net
is going to continue into the summer on an informa l
basis. It might be sporadic (like 6 meters, hi hi), but
please do try to participate, if you can, when you hear it
on the air.
Wanted! Net Control Stations
We now have seven Net Control Stations for the Thursday evening LEARA Club Net. There‟s always room
for more stations who would like to give it a try.
Continued on page 8
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Calendar Preview—Summer Summary
For Details, Email the Contact Person—Offer to Help with Public Service if you Can

Date

Name

Contact

Email

June 25, 2011

LEARA Field Day Mtg.-Lakefront SP

Eric N8AUC

N8AUC@yahoo.com

July 16, 2010

Great Lakes Emcomm Conference

Matt W8DEC

W8DEC@arrl.net

July 26, 2011

LEARA Picnic—Morgan’s Hollow

Marv W8AZO

MarvG@roadrunner.com

August 7, 2011

Cleveland Triathlon—Downtown Cle.

Tom KA8BZB

KAeightBZB@att.net

August 13-14, 2011

MS Pedal to the Point—Berea

Jeff N8YNR

Jeff@cia.net

August 30, 2011

LEARA Meeting-Dimitri’s-WA8TJL

Marv W8AZO

MarvG@roadrunner.com

September 10, 2011

Race for the Cure—Wolstein Center

Leone KB8VBR

KB8VBR@yahoo.com

Joe Prokop, KC8RAN Sparks
April Meeting with AMSAT

Free access to software for tracking
satellites and several interesting recordings of his exciting QSOs
through the “birds” enlivened Joe‟s presentation on AMSAT at the May meeting of LEARA at Dimitri‟s on
May 31. Joe Prokop, KC8RAN, has been communicating through the satellites for several years. As a
member of AMSAT, the ARRL organization for satellite ham radio, Joe brought the benefit of his experience to the membership.
―With a vertical antenna, hit the birds when they are below the 30-degree elevation,‖ Joe observed,
“because overhead you won‟t hear them as well. Don‟t forget to take the Doppler shift into account.”
Thanks for your guidance, Joe.

Joe, KC8RAN

June 2011_
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KC8RAN has a reputation for being ―caught up‖ in satellite operations...

Working the FM Satellites: Overcoming the Doppler Shift
by Joe, KC8RAN
One of the trickiest parts of satellite operations is mastering Doppler adjustments.
Because the satellite may be moving up to a rate of 5 kilometers every second relative to the
ground station, Doppler is noticeable in the FM signal received on the ground in the VHF and
UHF bands. In addition, the signal as seen by the satellite is also seeing a Doppler shift. While
this may seem a difficult way to make a QSO, it can be made easy if you follow and understand some simple rules:
Rule #1: Start the pass by listening higher than the published downlink frequency, and transmit at a lower frequency than the published uplink.
Rule #2: As the pass progresses, adjust up on the uplink and down on the downlink.
Rule #3: The maximum adjustment is 10kHz on 70 cm and 3kHz on 2 meters.
Rule #4: The greatest change in frequency occurs in the middle of the pass.
If, for example, the published frequencies for AO-27 are 436.795 FM for the downlink and 145.850 FM on the uplink.
At the start of the pass, the Doppler shift starts high on the downlink, so you add 10kHz to 436.795 and the downlink
will be near 436.805. Because the signal appears higher at the satellite, you need to adjust downward, so you set the
transmit frequency 3 kHz lower.
Since we are using an FM satellite, you may be restricted to 5 kHz steps. No problem! Let’s start on the downlink.
You can start listening at 436.805. When you acquire the signal, listen until the signal appears to sound off frequency,
then tune downward 5 kHz. You can repeat this until the end of the pass. Your last adjustment will be to 436.785.
Even if you have a lower tuning increment, 5 kHz change on the 70cm signal is sufficient for FM.
Now let’s look at the uplink. The changes are smaller on 2M. In fact, you may be able to keep the uplink frequency
at the published frequency. If not, try starting 5 kHz lower at 145.795, moving to published frequency, then 5 kHz
higher, ending at 145.855. If you rig does have 2.5 kHz adjustment capability, start at 145.7975 and end at 145.8525.
Changing the uplink occurs when the downlink changes on the first change and the fourth change. However, be aware
that the middle of the pass has the fastest change, so the shift from the 2 nd
increment through the 3rd and to the 4th will be rather quick.
So if you are setting up memory locations for AO-27 in your rigs, the frequency pairs would be as follows: 435.805/145.795, 435.800/145.800,
435.795/145.800, 435.790/145.800, 435.785/145.805. Remember to listen
to a few passes first and get the hang of tuning. Once you get the
downlink technique set, then try to make a contact. Don‟t ever transmit
until you can clearly hear the satellite. The receivers in the birds are usually sensitive and transmit power is generally less than 1 watt. In other
words, they have big ears and small mouths.
de KC8RAN
-AR-
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PREZ, cont.

Whiskey Island, and a handful of us provided radio
communications for the event. There were no casualties, it was a beautiful day, and the worst complaint I
heard was about the biting flies. Thanks to Carl,
KB8VXE; Kelly, KC8UIX; and Mike, K8EHP, for
helping out with this one.
So, put Field Day on your calendar for the 25th and
26th - and remember, the June meeting is at the Field
Day site on Saturday evening - probably a bit earlier
than usual, so we can get back to the FUN stuff. I hope
to see many of you there!
de WD8JMM
-AR

(Continued from page 5)

_
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ON AIR, cont.

Any member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association can be a net control operator for one or all of
the nets held on one of the club‟s repeaters. Never
tried it you say? No problem. Now would be a really
good time to start. It‟s as easy as getting in touch with
me and we‟ll schedule you into the rotation. If you
should have any questions or requests for assistance to
get started, just contact me at one of our club meetings
or by using any of my contact information in the membership directory, or you may send me an email at
kd8aco@leara.org.
Hope to talk with you “on the air” soon!
de KD8ACO
-AR-

Dayton Native Andy, N8VES,
is followed by an admirer of his
―portable‖ three-element beam as he
tours the arena at the Hamvention.
Pix TNX Jeff, K8JTK

Gordon West, WB6NOA,
pauses to greet Jeff, K8JTK,
during his test prep promotion.
One sweet aroma wafting through the
Hamvention in Dayton was the affordable
pricing on the new Wouxon dual-band HT —
as recounted by W2THU with N8OOF below.

SKYWARN OPPORTUNITY

Want to learn the “weather bureau” end of doing Skywarn?
Bill Hess, K8SGX, has offered to guide club members who are Skywarn operators
through the tasks involved in running W8CLE at the weather bureau.
Contact Bill, K8SGX, if you can take this on: 440-286-9779
You will need to become familiar with the
Skywarn Backbone operator‟s manual.

June 2011_
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From ARRL Headquarters
Newington CT May 25, 2011
To all radio amateurs
SB QST ARL ARLB014

ARLB014 Senate "Companion" Bill to HR 607

Avoids Impacting
Amateur Spectrum

On Thursday, May 19, Senators Joe Lieberman (ID-CT) and John
McCain (R-AZ) introduced S 1040 -- The Broadband for First Responders Act of 2011 -- in the Senate. While it has a similar objective
to HR 607 -- introduced in February by Representative Peter King (R-NY-3) -- this Senate bill, unlike HR
607, does not call for auctioning any portions of Amateur Radio spectrum. Both bills call for the allocation of
the so-called "D block" of spectrum, 758-763 and 788-793 MHz, to facilitate the development of a public
safety broadband network.
On learning in February that a Senate version of HR 607 was being drafted, ARRL Chief Executive Officer
David Sumner, K1ZZ, met with staff members of the Senate‟s Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
Committee who were working on the bill to share the ARRL's concerns with regard to HR 607. "They seemed
very receptive to our argument and appreciative of the public service contributions of radio amateurs," Sumner
said. "It is gratifying to see that S 1040 avoids impacting our spectrum allocations."
Sumne r explained that while some media reports are referring to S 1040 as "the Senate version of HR
607," it is important that radio amateurs not oppose S 1040: "There is no reason for us to do so. We
support the creation of an interoperable broadband network for first responders. Other than to oppose
any method that would impact amateur spectrum use, we do not support one method over another of
achieving that objective. We only oppose one aspect of HR 607, not the entire bill."
S 1040 has been referred to the Senate Committee on Science, Commerce, and Transportation, chaired by
Senator Jay Rockefeller (D-WV). Senator Rockefeller earlier introduced his own bill, S 28, to address the
same general topic.
Neither Senate bill would impact amateur spectrum.
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