The Spirit of
’76 and ’88
FEBRUARY

Newsletter of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association

Editor: Ken Kane, KG8DN

Publisher: Jeannie St. Marie, KC8MNW

February 22nd LEARA Meeting at Dimitri’s

“RFI War Stories” - Part II
By David Goodman, WA8UIT
“I’ll just start where I left off in August,” was
Dave’s telephoned response. “There is still plenty
to talk about, including answering all of those
questions from the parking lot group!” That is
where several LEARA members pursued Dave
Goodman, WA8UIT, into the warm air at 9:30 PM
last August 31st, as the restaurant doors closed behind them following the monthly meeting.
Once fired by curiosity about those errant signals as
a young ham, Dave eventually parlayed his skills
into a professional career tracking down various
kinds of Radio Frequency Interference as a sleuth
for the FCC, the Secret Service, and his colleagues
in the amateur radio community.
“The FCC came down from Detroit and gave me
a lapel pin out in Wellington one year,” for the
help Dave gave them in quelling a fermenting RFI
disturbance involving angry neighbors, a noisy
power supply, and an arcing transformer atop a
nearby telephone pole!
Make your plans now to hear Dave’s follow-up commentary at the LEARA meeting. He’ll bring along some
fancy equipment, review some of the stories from August, and give us new insight into the significant skill of
RFI problem-solving.
This is a SHORT MONTH, so note that the last Tuesday
of the month of February (and the meeting night) is on
February 22, 2011.
Dinner will be served at 6:30 PM and the
formal meeting will begin around 7:30.
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Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may
attend without eating, but reservations are required if you
do wish to eat. Restaurant service is available only for
those who purchase dinner. If you are attending the meeting only, kindly purchase beverages at the bar and bring
them to your table. The dinner menu will consist of
Steak, Broiled Boston Scrod, or Chicken Parmagiano for
$16. Also available is a vegetable and pasta dish for those
who prefer a meatless dinner. The dinner includes a
salad, main course, dessert, coffee or iced tea, and gratuity. (Please note, bar service and soft drinks are not included.)
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED BY 11:00 A.M.
OF THE MEETING DATE.
Please call in your reservation and your menu choice
to Marv Grossman, W8AZO, at
440-248-0031.
You can also visit www.leara.org and make your
reservation through the club’s website.
-AR-
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Well, another month has gone by and it's time for
me to come up with a topic to chat about. The
by Alex Manuk, WD8JMM
only thing on my mind in the past several weeks
has been work, and a LOT of it. I've been doing
60 hour work weeks since before Christmas and there
appears to be no end in sight. It's a nice problem to have,
considering the 'economic downturn' we've all endured,
but it sure does cut into family (and radio) time. I'm
hopeful that things will stabilize a bit as we move into
spring and I can get to know my family and friends again.
January's meeting program was a fascinating look at the
battery industry, with Nathan Stevens of Bulldog Battery.
Nathan knows batteries and was happy to share with us
his knowledge and insight on what the future holds (what
happens when we run out of lithium, for example?) It was a great time, a very wellattended meeting, and I thoroughly enjoyed the evening.

The Prez Says

February's meeting brings us another visit by Dave Goodman, who will continue his
presentation on RFI hunting. Dave has more experience in the field than just about
anybody I can think of, and it's always a pleasure to listen to his stories (some of
them are just plain FUNNY). Make it a point to come out to Dimitri's and join us
for the evening.
Now that the 76 machine has been in service for a few months, the technical committee members are turning their sights on 88. There are plans in the works to 'redo' the 88 machine in much the same way that 76 was rebuilt. 88 has been a great
asset to the club for many years, but it's starting to show its age. For those of you
who have seen the system up close, I think you'll agree it's suffering from 'too many
cooks' syndrome – the spaghetti mess of wiring makes me dizzy to think of.
So, sometime this year, we can look forward to a 'remade' 88 machine. The schedule isn't firmed up yet, and there are plans in the works to assure that a 'temporary'
machine is placed on the air while the main repeater is reworked. Hopefully, the
transition will be somewhat seamless, and we can get back to having two of the best
2 meter systems in the county.
BUT – having these repeaters doesn't do anybody any good if they're not being
used. I can remember when 'drive-time' was QSO time on the local machines and
(Continued on page 6)

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our
web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO
Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran
WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA,
not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except December at Dimitri’s Restaurant, 1830 Snow Rd., Parma, OH (in the Mid-Town Shopping Center, just west of Broadview
Road). Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are required if you do wish to
eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-248-0031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 AM in a first floor
room at the Highland Hills Village Hall, 3700 Northfield Road. Meetings are open to all current
members of LEARA.
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W2THU joins friend SM0OY
in Sweden this past August
By Bob Winston, W2THU
(Note: An earlier version of this article was first

published in the Cleveland Chapter One QCWA
Newsletter, First Quarter 2011.)
This past August, Jeannie St. Marie,KC8MNW, and I
visited my dear friend Lars (Lasse) Nordgren, SM0OY,
and his family in Stockholm. Although I have been to
Sweden many times since Lasse and I met in 1965, this
was a special occasion. Earlier in the year, Lasse’s XYL
Gunilla e-mailed that she was planning an elaborate 70th
birthday party bash. I told her that I wanted to come, but
we needed to keep it a secret.

Lasse, SM0OY, with Bob, W2THU, in the Stockholm Shack

All went well as we arrived in Sweden via Iceland one day early. We stayed overnight with one of their adult children
and the next day we were driven to the party center. Gunilla had arranged an open house that went on for eight hours.
Many old friends and family came to celebrate Lasse’s milestone birthday.
The next day we packed up the car for a trip to Lasse’s hometown of Visby on Gotland Island (SM1), in the Baltic Sea
off the southeast coast of Sweden. It’s good DX, and I went on the air from there. Visby was a major trading partner in
the days of the Hanseatic League. We went there because I had such fond memories of earlier visits and I wanted
Jeannie to see this lovely walled city right out of a fairy tale.

Over the years people have assumed that Lasse and I met on the
air. In fact, I was bumming
around Europe in my college
years and ran into him in Stockholm’s old town (Gamla Stan).
Lasse was a bouncer for one of
the many clubs and we got to
talking, When I asked him why
he spoke English so well, he mentioned that he was a ham.
The next day I was the guest of
another ham as word spread that a
W2 was in town. Lasse and I kept
in touch and our families have
visited each other both in Sweden
and the U.S. Lasse is very active
on HF and 2 meters. He is a very
good CW op. When in Cleveland,
Lasse visited AES and he has
gone to the Dayton Hamvention
with me a number of times.
SM0OY, XYL Gunilla, & KC8MNW in Visby, Gotland Island

Bob Winston, W2THU
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Ride to the Dayton Hamvention
with an area ARC?

_
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Volunteer Exam Dates
and Locations
from www.arrl.org

TNX to David KD8ACO

The Cuyahoga Amateur Radio Society (CARS) and the
Pioneer Amateur Radio Fello wship (P ARF) have arranged for bus transportation to the Dayton Hamvention
on Saturday, May 21, 2011.
Note that these clubs may want to hold reservations first
for their own members. If you wish to contact CARS go
to their website at www.2cars.org/. If you wish to contact PARF go to their website at www.qsl.net/w8cct/ .

Upcoming Hamfests:
from www.arrl.org
02/20/2011
Livonia ARC Swap-N-Shop
Location: Livonia, MI
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Livonia Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.livoniaarc.com/Swap.htm
Learn More
02/27/2011
WashFest 2011
Location: Castle Shannon, PA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Wireless Assn. of South Hills ARC
Website: http://n3sh.org
Learn More
03/20/2011
TMRA Hamfest/Computer Fair
Location: Perrysburg, OH
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Toledo Mobile Radio Assn. (TMRA)
Website: http://www.tmrahamradio.org
Learn More
03/26/2011
Columbus Hamfest
Location: Columbus, IN
INDIANA
Type: ARRL Hamfest
Sponsor: Columbus Amateur Radio Club
Website: http://www.carcnet.org/
Learn More

02/20/2011
Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: Lorain County ARA Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
02/25/2011
Cleveland OH 44106-1712
Sponsor: W8EDU
Location: Case Western Reserve University
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
02/26/2011
Canton OH 44705-4374
Sponsor: Canton Massillon ARC
Location: Stark County EOC
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
03/02/2011
Stow OH 44224-4097
Sponsor: Cuyahoga Falls ARC
Location: Stow-Munroe Falls Public Library
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
03/13/2011
Independence OH 44131-4841
Sponsor: Cuyahoga ARS
Location: Independence Old Town Hall
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
03/20/2011
Elyria OH 44035-1343
Sponsor: Lorain County ARA Red Cross
Location: American Red Cross
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
03/27/2011
Newton Falls OH 44444-1639
Sponsor: Warren ARA
Location: Newton Falls Community Center
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Learn More
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LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information by David Noeth, KD8ACO
Please extend a warm welcome to the newest Net
Control Station for the Thursday Night Club Net,
Bill, N8UPZ.
Reminder: The Skywarn Wednesday Evening Practice Net returns on February 16, 2011 on the
146.76 repeater at 8:00 PM local time. Member
participation in each and every net is greatly appreciated.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets will be returning on February 16,
2011 on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater and will
continue on Wednesday nights at 8:00 PM local time
until the last week in October. Everyone is welcome!
The 146.880 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater is used as a
backup. Skywarn nets may be activated on one of these
repeaters anytime threatening weather is approaching.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly club
net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM local time
on the 146.76 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater. This is an
open and informal net intended to provide the opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship among
local amateur radio operators, and develop radio traffic
handling skills. You do not have to be a member of
LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net, LEARA
would like to recognize those who take the time to check
in and keep the net active and alive. During the past
month, the weekly Thursday Night Club Net had a total
of fifty-three (53) check-ins from twenty-eight (28) different stations. The following were reported by our net
control stations to have participated:
Bill AC8CO, David AD8WS, Arp K8ARP, Mike
K8EHP, Steve K8SAS, Bill K8SGX, Terry K8TJM,
Fritz K8WLF, John KA8GZA, Leone KB8VBR, Carl
KB8VXE, Mark KC8FQV, Jeanne KC8TJH, David
KD8ACO, Eddie KD8FTS, Keith KD8KBL, Laura
KD8MBJ, Leon KD8NVX, Mark KD8OLG, Steve
KD8OLH, Ken KG8DN, Raye N8NAP, Konrad
N8RWP, Tom N8UAZ, Bill N8UPZ, Bob W2THU,
Gary WA8TJL, and George WD8GEO.
Net Control Stations: David KD8ACO, Bill AC8CO,
Ken KG8DN, and Bill N8UPZ.

2/17/11
2/24/11
3/3/11
3/10/11
3/17/11
3/24/11
3/31/11
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Upcoming NCS assignments are:
Bob
W2THU
Matt
W8DEC
Bill
AC8CO
Ken
KG8DN
Eric
N8AUC
Bob
W2THU
Matt
W8DEC

The feedback received from members regarding the Thursday Club Net promotion has been very encouraging. This
promotion encourages participation in both the weekly club
net, as well as, the monthly LEARA membership meetings.
Specifically, any individual who checks into the Thursday
Club Net during a given month will be given one extra door
prize ticket at the following month’s LEARA club meeting. This extra door prize ticket will be given in addition to
any other door prize tickets the individual has already been
given. Participation in only one net during the preceding
month is required. Participation in the monthly meeting is
obviously required.

Friday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
slow scan TV net is held every Friday evening from
October through April at 7:30 PM local time on the
146.880 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater. Now is the time
to get your SST V station setup and on the air.
The slow scan TV software recommended is
MMSSTV. This free software is available online, just
Google MMSSTV for a wealth of information. However, any SSTV program can be used. Are you new to
this mode of operation? Contact any of the net contro l
stations for assistance getting started! Even if you
don’t have a slow scan TV setup yet, you’re still welcome to check in to the net just to say hello or to ask for
more information about this interesting mode.
Wanted! Net Control Stations
We now have six Net Control Stations for the Thursday
evening LEARA Club Net, but only one Net Contro l
Station for the Friday evening LEARA SST V Net.
There’s always room for more stations who would like
to give it a try.
Any member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
can be a net control operator for one or all of the nets held on
one of the club’s repeaters. Never tried it you say? No problem. Now would be a really good time to start. It’s as easy
as getting in touch with me and we’ll schedule you into the
rotation. If you should have any questions or requests for
assistance to get started, just contact me at one of our club
meetings or by using any of my contact information in the
membership directory or send me an email at
kd8aco@leara.org. Hope to talk with you “on the air”
soon!
-AR-
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The Prez, cont.

(Continued from page 2)

you sometimes had a hard time getting a word in edgewise. Anymore, I'm hard pressed to find
a conversation to listen to at ANY time of the day or night on our machines. It's still a great way to meet up with friends,
keep track of happenings with the club, and pass the time when you're stuck in traffic. I don't want to sound like the 'use
it or lose it' crowd, but listening to all the dead air on 2 meters (AND 440) makes me wonder how long it'll be before
they're clamoring for more of our spectrum...
If you have a radio in your vehicle, throw out your call while you're driving to and from work. If you're in the shack
working on something, let folks on one of our repeaters know you're there. Who knows, you might make a new friend,
or renew an old acquaintance. Isn't that why you got the license in the first place?
’Til next time – I hope to hear more of you on the air!

73 de WD8JMM

-AR-

January LEARA Meeting with
Nathan “Charges our Batteries...”

and still very good for electronic devices. (Proper disposal is a concern.) Take them “down to full discharge”
once every five cycles.

...Figuratively speaking, of course. Nathan Stevens from
Bulldog Battery was our guest speaker following the
LEARA dinner meeting on January 25th. Herewith, a
few tidbits in summary if you missed the meeting:

4) Nickel Metal Hydride No memory problem, double
the capacity, but not quite as durable, i.e., won’t give us
as many cycles as standard.

1) Lead-Acid Don’t run it down all the way; use a suitable “battery tender” to maintain. If you do discharge it
fully, use an external re-charger, not the car’s engine.
2) Deep Cycle This describes a battery with fewer but
thicker plates whereas “cranking” (vehicle) batteries need
lots of thin plates to give high current. Both of these first
types will generate some hydrogen gas - not good for
indoors.
3) Nickel-Cadmium - Heavy & memory-prone, but tough

Nathan Stevens

Thanks!
to Nathan and
Bulldog Battery
for
an informative
January meeting!

5) Lithium Ion Much lighter weight, but temperamental
and requires a regulated charger; it will discharge faster
in cold; avoid contact with moisture; can “die fast” and
doesn’t last as long. (Watch for a looming shortage of
lithium metal too.)
There were plenty of probing questions from the group at
the meeting. Nathan or other staff members at Bulldog
Battery in Willoughby will gladly take calls to answer
any of your questions.
-AR-
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ARRL Board Sets
Legislative Agenda
at 2011 Annual Meeting

5. supporting the legislative objectives of other radiocommunication services that require spectrum
access and protection from interference for noncommercial purposes that benefit the public;

January 21-22, Windsor, CT

6. opposition to distracted driving legislation that
does not exempt two-way mobile transmitters operated by FCC licensees, and

from www.arrl.org
The ARRL Board of Directors held its 2011 Annual Meeting January 21-22, 2011 in Windsor,
Connecticut, under the chairmanship of President
Kay Craigie, N3KN. International Amateur Radio
Union (IARU) Secretary Rod Stafford, W6ROD,
and Radio Amateurs of Canada (RAC) President
Geoff Bawden, VE4BAW, were guests of the
Board. Two recently elected vice directors, Andrea
Hartlage, KG4IUM, Southeastern Division, and
John Robert Stratton, N5AUS, West Gulf Division, attended their first Board meeting.
Among the highlights of actions taken at the meeting:
Legislative Relations: ARRL Legislative Consultant John Chwat of Chwat & Company reported on
the legislative program in the 111th Congress and
plans for the 112th, particularly the reintroduction
of the Amateur Radio Emergency Communications Enhancement Act into the House of Representatives and the expected similar Senate bill. The
Board voted to adopt seven legislative objectives
for the 112th Congress:
1. expansion of the “reasonable accommodation” of
Amateur Radio antennas to all forms of land use
regulation;
2. opposition to the reallocation of amateur spectrum;
3. opposition to legislation that diminishes the rights
of federal licensees in favor of unlicensed emitters;
4. seeking recognition of the unique attributes of the
Amateur Radio Service in any legislation addressing communications in emergencies, disasters and
homeland security matters;

7. supporting The FCC Commissioners’ Technical
Resource Enhancement Act.
National Broadband Plan: In response to FCC and
NTIA studies that aim to allocate 500 MHz between about 225 MHz and 4.4 GHz to mobile
broadband applications, the Board established the
Ad-Hoc National Broadband Plan Committee. The
Committee will assess the current threat levels to
the applicable Amateur Radio bands and recommend strategies to the Board to protect these
bands. A preliminary report is due July 1, 2011.
Financial Matters: ARRL treasurer Jim McCobb,
K1LU, reported that the recovery in the League’s
portfolio continues. Coupled with bequests, the
portfolio is at an all-time high. Chief Financial Officer Barry Shelley, N1VXY, noted that ARRL
finances have fared well even during the past two
years of economic uncertainty. The Board voted
unanimously to accept the 2011-2012 ARRL Financial Plan, as amended.
Electronic publishing: The Board directed staff to
prepare a marketing plan for electronic publishing
of QST and other ARRL periodicals. If the report
is accepted by the Administration and Finance
Committee, the Board will consider the report at
its July 2011 meeting.
Submission of Petitions for Section Manager: The
Board voted to amend the Rules and Regulations
of the ARRL Field Organization by adding the following sentence to the end: “Nominating petitions
may be made by facsimile or electronic transmission of images, provided that upon request by the
Membership & Volunteer Programs Manager the
original documents are received by the Manager
within seven days of the request.”
http://www.arrl.org/news/arrl-board-sets-legislative-agenda-at2011-annual-meeting
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Nathaniel
KB1QHX

Matt
W8DEC
January 22, 2011

Sixty-five ARES District 10 Hams Gather At TriPoint
for First Training in Emcomm Digital Radio
Led by District 10 Emergency Coordinator, Matt
Welch, W8DEC, and coached by instructors Rick
Kruis, K8CAV, and Jim Aylward, KC8PD (both
from PCARS in Portage County), the first of several
training sessions in digital text communications was
held all day Saturday, January 22, at the TriPoint
Medical Center in Concord Township.
Featuring PSK31 and PSK500 modes, as well as
Fldigi software, the session provided information
and training to many of the district’s ARES members along with opportunities to practice transmitting
and receiving messages.
Emphasis in this first session was placed on using
the PSK (Phase Shift Keying) digital mode because
it is familiar to those amateurs who have already

used it in HF communications. However, in this and
future sessions, much activity on two-meter FM simplex (and eventually repeater) frequencies will be
promoted because these are more likely to be effective in meeting the needs of communicators during
emergencies likely to occur in the six-county area.
“We were delighted with the enthusiasm and the
quality of participation,” commented Matt, “and it
was great to have Rick and Jim along to give us such
competent instruction and guidance.”
Matt’s wife, Lynnette, KB1LGB, and her crew of
friends and family provided a greatly-appreciated
luncheon for those present.
The next training session open to members of ARES
District 10 is on March 26, 2011.
-AR-
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K8CAV
Paul
N8QZ

Arp
K8ARP

Lynnette
KB1LGB

Jim
KC8PD
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(Makes You Feel Warmer Already...)

ARRL Field Day:
2011 Field Day Packet Available

There is one rule change for 2011. Starting this year, all
stations operating in Class A may use a free VHF station
without increasing their operating category. This is designed to encourage more activity on the VHF bands,
especially 6 and 2 meters, during the best sporadic-E
season of the year.

It's that time of year again -- time to start gearing up for
ARRL Field Day, June 25-26, 2011! ARRL's flagship
operating event -- always held the fourth full weekend in
June -- brings together new and experienced hams for 24
hours of operating fun.

We have also included in the FD packet a brief one-page
flier with basic "What is Field Day" information that
may be reproduced as a handout for your information
table.
http://www.arrl.org/news/2011-field-day-packet-now-available

Field Day packets are now available for download and
include the complete rules (including a change for
2011), as well as other reference items such as forms,
ARRL Section abbreviation list, entry submission instructions, a Frequently Asked Questions section, guidelines for getting bonus points, instructions for GOTA
stations and a kit to publicize your event with the local
press.

LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
- 41 Years of Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969 VOICE REPEATERS:
146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone) IRLP Node 4282
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Macedonia (Requires 131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)

Pay your dues
with PayPal at
leara.org
today!

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

