The Spirit of
’76 and ’88
Newsletter of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association

LEARA Picnic: July 29

NO Dinner Meeting @ Dimitri’s This Month!
The Annual LEARA Picnic returns this year to Morgan’s Hollow Picnic Area in the Metroparks Ohio and Erie Canal Reservation. There is no dinner meeting at Dimitri’s this month.

The club will provide food for the customary $8 per person. Get your reservations in early to Marv
Grossman so we can get a good headcount. Contact Marv at (440) 248-0031 or w8azo@leara.org by Monday July 30 noon!

Matt Welch, KB1LCS, new District
10 ARRL ARES Emergency Coordinator will be presenting a brief update
on the new district, which encompasses
the counties of Cuyahoga, Lake, Geauga, Ashtabula, and Lorain and will discuss his plans to get ARES reactivated
in Cuyahoga county.
Bill Hess, K8SGX, will be bringing his
service monitor for anyone who has a
question about how their rig is operating (power, frequency, deviation, etc. )
Any adjustments are strictly the responsibility of the equipment owner! There
will be no tools provided.

Cleveland Triathlon
Tom Kimball, KA8BZB is still in need
of 3 or 4 more volunteers to assist with
this year's event, August 3. Although
most of the Hams will be assembling
about 6:30 a.m., he can accommodate
those who can't make it until 8:00 or
8:30. Finish time is Noon (some will
be done as early as 10:30 a.m. ) Vol-

DIRECTIONS
Exit I-77 at Grant Ave. and go west to E.
49th St. Turn left at the “T” and look for
Whittlesay Way, the first right. The picnic area will be well-marked. There will
be talk-in on 76 and 88.

unteers will each receive a
T-shirt, and my usual donut
holes. If you are available
to help, please contact me
via e-mail at
KAeightBZB@att.net, or
call me at 216-371-2832.
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by Eric Jessen, N8AUC

have that problem.

Ya know, this is almost like old times. People often speak of the good old days. Most of the time
they were really neither. Here we are, mid season,
and the Indians are in last place. Not
mathematically eliminated yet, but I remember the
bad old days when a local sports talk show
host (anyone remember Pete Franklin) would eulogize the Indians about this time of year, and we'd
long for Browns training camp to start.
Fortunately, in the world of Ham Radio, we don't

Despite my absence, and thanks to the efforts of LEARA's Field Day Crew,
including Gary Zimmet (WA8TJL) and his wonderful bride Janet, our Field
Day was one of the best yet. And that is in spite of the heavy duty "tent washing" that took place on Saturday. Yes you read that right, I missed Field Day
"again"! Fortunately it turned out to be relatively minor, but with all the tests
they had to run to figure out exactly what was going on, I ended up stuck in
Parma Hospital again for the weekend. Oh well - at least I got to go to Dayton this year. From the pictures I saw, and the stories I heard, if you missed
it, you really missed a good time. Field Day is always a good time, and it's
always the fourth full weekend in June, so mark you calendars now for next
year!
If you enjoyed Field Day, there's another event like that coming up in early
September. It's a new thing, where hams across Ohio attempt to put all the
State Parks on the air for a QSO party/contest operation. It'll be a lot like
Field Day, except no overnight stay. If you'd like to play with us for that
event, contact me (el Presidente) for details.
On the upcoming public service event scene, we have the Cleveland Triathlon coming up on August 3. Tom, KA8BZB is looking for folks to help out
with that. This event is really a good time, and great fun, so give Tom a call
to lend a hand. I'm certain there will be mention of this elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter.
The next LEARA meeting is one of our all time favorites. It must be, because
we keep doing it every year. That's right, it's time again for the annual club
picnic. Jim, N8XDO is again heading up this year's event. It's in the same
place as last year, and there's even a handy dandy map on the front page of
this newsletter, so you should have no problem finding us. In order to

(Continued on page 3)

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization
dedicated to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for
membership are available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our web site at www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is:
LEARA, PO Box 22823, Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave
Foran WB8APD, 5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to
LEARA, not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except December at Dimitri’s
Restaurant, 1830 Snow Rd., Parma, OH (in the Mid-Town Shopping Center, just west of Broadview Road). Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to
all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are required if you do
wish to eat. Call Marv Grossman, W8AZO at 440-248-0031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 a.m. at the ParmaSnow Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2121 Snow Rd., Parma, OH (opposite the
Mid-Town Shopping Center). Meetings are open to all current members of LEARA.
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(Prez Says continued from page 2)

help Jim procure just the right amount of goodies, call
and make reservations just like you would for a regular
meeting, so we can get a good head count. It'll be a good
time, with good food, and good company, so plan on
joining us for the annual LEARA picnic. Rumor has it
that KA8BZB is even getting "that good potato salad"
again.
Last but not least, it's that time of year again when the
election committee will be out and about looking for candidates for the board of trustees. There is an opening this
year, as only 4 of the 5 incumbents are running. We are
always looking for good people to serve on the board of
trustees. So if you've got an interest in the running of the
club, and would like to "throw your hat in the ring", don't
wait for the committee to find you, contact one of the
committee members instead. Members of the election
committee are: Bryan N8OOF, Jeff N8YNR, Tom
KA8BZB, and Marv W8AZO.
That's all for this month! See you at the picnic!
73 de N8AUC (da prez) -AR-

What the Prez Didn’t Say...

By Steve Kinosh, KB8UTA

Congratulations are in order for our Pres, Eric N8AUC.
On Saturday June 21st, Eric and his wife Robin, gave
away their daughter Carrie, and got a son in law, Chris
Durand. The couple was wed at West Park United
Church, with the reception following at Brennan's Party
Center.
Both Carrie and Chris are graduates of The University of
Toledo. Carrie will be teaching Spanish and coaching
cheerleading at Maumee High School, while Chris a mechanical engineering major, will be following up with
graduate school at Toledo.
I had the pleasure of photographing their wedding, and
adjacent to this article you will see Eric proudly escorting
Carrie down the aisle..
Hey Eric, you clean up good … !
By the way, Robin said you are NOT moving your shack
into Carrie's room! -ARBulletin: The Portage County Amateur Radio Service

(PCARS) announces the first Ohio State Parks On The Air
Contest to be held on Saturday, September 6, 2008, from the
hours of noon to eight p.m. EDT (1600Z to 2400Z). More
details on page 8. -AR-
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HAMS STILL NEEDED
FOR THE CLEVELAND
TRIATHLON - AUGUST 3
See article on Page 1

Upcoming Public Service Events:
August 3—Cleveland Triathlon (Tom Kimball, KA8BZB)
August 16, 17—Pedal to the Point (Jeff Garvas, N8NYR)

Upcoming LEARA Club Meetings:
July 29—LEARA PICNIC
August 26—Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ—RF
Filters.
September 30—First Energy-High Voltage
Safety

Page 4

The Spirit of ‘76 and ‘88

LEARA “On The Air”
Club Net Information

by David Noeth, KD8ACO

Special thanks goes to Jeanne, KC8TJH, for joining the
net control rotation for the Thursday LEARA Club Net.
Wednesday Skywarn Practice Net
Skywarn practice nets returned in February 2008 on the
146.760 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater and will continue
on Wednesday nights at 8:00 PM local time until fall.
Everyone is welcome! The 146.880 (- offset, 110.9 PL)
repeater is used, when needed, as a backup. Skywarn
nets may be activated on one of these repeaters anytime
threatening weather is approaching.
Don, KJ5KB, reports that during the June 9th storm
event, fifteen spotters checked in. There were reports of
golf ball (!) size hail, tree limbs down, and localized
flooding. The National Weather Service used the hail
report in their next Severe Weather Statement – Yes,
they really DO use our reports! Thanks to all who participated, whether checking in or just listening.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly club
net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM local time
on the 146.760 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater. This is an
open and informal net intended to provide the opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship among
local amateur radio operators, and develop radio traffic
handling skills. You do not have to be a member of
LEARA to participate.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net, LEARA
would like to recognize those who take the time to check
in and keep the net active and alive. During the past
month, the weekly Thursday Club Net had a total of forty-six (46) check-ins. The following were reported by
our net control stations to have participated
Tom AB8RZ, Ron K2RJ, Gene K8ECL, Mike K8EHP,
Jeff K8JTK, Rick K8RAD, Steve K8SAS, Terry
K8TJM, John KA8GZA, Leone KB8VBR, Mark
KC8FQV, Joe KC8RAN, Tony KC8RXD, Jeanne
KC8TJH, Jess KD8ACJ, David KD8ACO, Eddie
KD8FTS, Steve KD8ICQ, Ken KG8DN, Don KJ5KB,
John KJ8YZ, Eric N8AUC, Tom N8UAZ, Bill N8UPZ,
Bob W2THU, Matt W8EBB, Stuart W8STU, Gary
WA8TJL, and Ed WB8ROK.
Net Control Stations: Bob W2THU, Ken KG8DN, Terry
K8TJM, and David KD8ACO
Upcoming NCS assignments are:
7/24/08
7/31/08

Bob
David

W2THU
KD8ACO

8/7/08
8/14/08
8/21/08
8/28/08
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Terry
Jeanne
Eric
Ken

K8TJM
KC8TJH
N8AUC
KG8DN

Saturday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
slow scan TV net is held every Saturday evening from
October through May at 8:00 PM local time on the
146.880 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater. Currently, the
SSTV net is in summer vacation mode. The SSTV
nets will start-up again in the fall during the month of
October. Now is your chance to get your SSTV station set-up during the summer break.
Wanted! Net Control Stations
Interested in practicing your net control skills? Any
member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
can be a net control operator for one or all of the nets
held on one of the club’s repeaters. Never tried it you
say? No problem. Now would be a really good time
to start. No lines … no waiting. It’s as easy as getting
in touch with me and we’ll schedule you into the rotation. If you should have any questions or requests for
assistance to get started, just contact me at one of our
club meetings or by using any of my contact information in the membership directory. Hope to talk
with you on the air soon!
-AR-

Call for Nominations

by Tom Kimball, KA8BZB

LEARA Elections are coming up in October for the
position of Trustee. Only 4 of the current Trustees
are seeking re-election (they are automatically nominated under our current By-Laws unless they decline).
The election committee (comprising Bryan, N8OOF,
chairman, Jeff, N8YNR, and Tom, KA8BZB) is
seeking additional nominations. If you (you may
nominate
yourself) or someone you know would make a good
Trustee, please let a member of the committee know.
All nominations MUST be made by the August meeting of the Membership.
Nominated individuals must be members in good
standing (dues paid) and willing to serve. -AR-
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Hamfest Listing
27 Jul 2008 Portage Hamfair '08
Portage Amateur Radio Club
http://www.portagearc.org
Talk-In: 144.790/145.390 (no PL)
Contact: Joanne Solak, KJ3O
Phone: 330-274-8240
Email: kj3o@arrl.net
Randolph, OH
Portage County Fairgrounds
17 Aug 2008 Warren Amateur Radio
Association
http://kc8pvb.com Talk-In: 146.970
Contact: Emily Wells, KC8RAL
Phone: 330-394-3560
Email: kc8ral@yahoo.com
Trumbull County Fairgrounds
899 Evertt Hull Road
7 Sep 2008 1st Ann. BCARA Swapfest
Butler County ARA
http://w3udx.org
Talk-In: 147.36+ (PL 131.8)
Contact: Dave Zibrat, W3VXT
Email: dzibrat@zoominternet.net
Unionville Volunteer Fire Hall
102 Mahood Rd., Butler, PA
28 Sep 2008 Cleveland Hamfest and
Computer Show
Hamfest Assn. of Cleveland, Inc.
http://www.hac.org
Talk-In: 146.73 (PL 110.9)
Contact: William Beckman, N8LXY
c/o Hamfest Assn. of Cleveland, Inc.
PO Box 81252
Cleveland, OH 44181-0252
Phone: 800-CLE-FEST
Email: on Web site click email
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
164 Eastland Road, Berea, OH
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Volunteer Exam Dates and Locations
(from the ARRL website)

26-Jul-2008
Sponsor: WRECS
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: ROBERT C GAUSS
(330)562-3328
Email: N8ZB@YAHOO.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: BENTLEYVILLE VILLAGE HALL/CHAGRIN FALLS
6253 CHAGRIN RIVER RD
CORNER SOLON RD & RIVER
RD
BASEMENT
BENTLEYVILLE, OH 44022
27-Jul-2008
Sponsor: WARREN ARA
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: WILLIAM H SHOWERS
(330)872-1929
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: NEWTON FALLS
COMMUNITY CENTER
52 E QUARRY ST
REGISTRATION AT 6:30 PM!
NEWTON FALLS, OH 44444
02-Aug-2008
Sponsor: PORTAGE COUNTY
ARS, INC
Time: 10:00AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: JAMES J AYLWARD
(330)297-7979
Email:
KC8PD@PORTCARS.ORG
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: CENTER OF HOPE
1034 W MAIN ST
RAVENNA, OH 44266
02-Aug-2008
Sponsor: LAKE COUNTY ARA
Time: 12 NOON (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: SCOTT FARNHAM
(440)256-0320
Email: SCOTTFARNHAM@ROADRUNNER.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: KIRTLAND LIBRARY
9267 CHILLICOTHE RD
ROUTE 306
1.7 MI S OF I-90
KIRTLAND, OH 44094
05-Aug-2008

Sponsor: PIONEER AR FELLOWSHIP
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: RONALD D LIEVING
(330)724-5981
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: AKRON BAPTIST TEMPLE
2324 MANCHESTER RD
PRE-REGISTRATION PREFERRED
AKRON, OH 44314
17-Aug-2008
Sponsor: LORAIN COUNTY ARA
RED CROSS
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: CHARLES S HALL
(216)433-3036
Email: VE@W8HF.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: AMERICAN RED CROSS
2929 W RIVER RD N
WWW.W8HF.COM (HOME PAGE)
ELYRIA, OH 44035
20-Aug-2008
Sponsor: 20 OVER 9 ARC
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: ALLAN AVNET
(330)549-3051
Email: AB8AA@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: EMA BUILDING
700 INDUSTRIAL RD
YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44509
30-Aug-2008
Sponsor: CANTON & MASSILLON
ARC'S
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: GARY L KLINE
(330)837-2927
Email: WC8W@SSSNET.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: MASSILLON SENIOR
CENTER
39 LINCOLN WAY WEST
1ST FLOOR
REAR ENTRANCE ONLY
MASSILLON, OH 44647
02-Sep-2008
Sponsor: CUYAHOGA FALLS ARC
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: BRUCE M FERRY
(330)929-2766
VEC: ARRL/VEC
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2008 Pedal To The Point

by Jeff Garvas, N8YNR

It's that time of year again to begin the effort of soliciting
volunteers for one of the largest public service volunteer
opportunities in Northeast Ohio. Pedal To The Point,
which I've been a part of since 1993, stretches from Berea
to Sandusky and travels 150 miles across multiple counties over a two-day weekend every August. We support
two different routes simultaneously on Saturday and support over 2000 bicyclists raising funds to further efforts to
fight Multiple Sclerosis. At any given time we have between six to ten medical vehicles at our disposal to dispatch to injuries. Our efforts contribute to more than a
million dollars raised over the weekend each year and, in
combination with the emergency medical services we provide, we have come to be known as one of the safest and
best support staffed events by bicyclists who frequent
these rides.
We need the following types of Amateur Radio Volunteers:
• SAG vehicle operators (driving the route finding injured or broken down riders and transporting them or
their bikes)
• Staffing 6-8 stationary locations (rest Stops) each day
• Staffing various dangerous intersections along the
route
• Experienced volunteers to "roam" the route
• If you can rig your radio in someone else's vehicle we
can put you SAG vehicles as well to improve our
communication with those vehicles that would otherwise roam the route without direction.
New this year, we are looking for someone who is interested in answering phone calls at net control for a minimum of four hours each day during our busy hours. The
role is similar to that of a 911 dispatcher. You should be
able to answer calls from excited riders who are potentially lost, injured or just witnessed serious injuries and don't
know exactly where they are on the course. You'd need
to be able to help us calmly work with them to find the
location. We have detailed printed and electronic maps
and work out of a communications facility in Lorain
County all weekend. This new role can be a high stress
situation at times and requires clear speaking / communication skills and the ability to work on your own (we get
very busy) The ability to type fast and experience running prior net controls is preferred but not required.
If you'd like to come out and experience one of the most
rewarding events amateur radio has been a part of you can
call me at (216) 496-3928 or preferably you can go to
http://p2p.neomrc.org right now and fill out the volunteer
submission form with your availability and contact information.
EMT's, Paramedics, RN/LPN's, Doctors and anyone with
professional medical certification is also strongly encouraged to volunteer at the above URL, or by contacting T.J.
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Field Day Activity Report

From Various Sources

•
•

23 Operators/Members signed in.
2 visitors signed in.
Preliminary Operating Summary:
• 312 Phone contacts
• 148 CW contacts
• 16 VHF Contacts
The tents were “washed” the food was dry, and the operators were somewhere in-between!
Lori Garvas, KC8MYE, better half of Trustee Jeff Garvas, N8NYR, caused a pile-up when she started operating
75 meters and even worked GØKPW from England. Joe,
KC8RAN noted, “Not only did she work the DX, she
worked 75M like an experienced contester! She probably
worked more in 15 minutes than I did on VHF in total.
She turned in a very impressive shift Saturday night!”
According to Jeff, “She got something like 150 in 2
hours. I know because I logged them all by hand. The
only reason we left is because she had to be on call at 7
a.m. Turns out they called her before 7 a.m. and she was
out the door by 7:15. We didn't get home until 1 a.m.
“It really helped when Gary came in there and turned the
power up to 100w instead of "slight hum" - then she
camped out on what I think was 3.760 for the better part
of two hours as if she owned the frequency. Some idiot
told her she had the prettiest voice on the radio and at that
point if someone would have tried to take "her" microphone away I think there would have been bloodshed!
Luckily the doorway out of the tent was big enough…”
John Bryson, KB8ZXW, noted, “I as always enjoyed
Field Day and personally put up a tent, and had no incident with a chocolate donut hi hi,...I had a station in a
case for demo... had no prior knowledge for a GOTA station operation however one contact was made from a
pocket roll up antenna.
John Radney, KC8FOC, also noted, “As a Club I would
like to see more events available. Why not a post-Field
Day event, possibly from two separate Metro Parks for
maybe a four hour event to demonstrate equipment and
promote LEARA and the hobby?” -AR-

Powell at (440) 897-8122.

-AR-
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Field Day Pictures
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If You Miss a LEARA
Event, You Miss a Lot!

New September Contest

vates the greatest number of parks! Non-park stations in
Ohio as well as outside of Ohio can also compete with
each other.

The Portage County Amateur Radio Service (PCARS)
announces the first Ohio State Parks On The Air Contest
to be held on Saturday, September 6, 2008, from the
hours of noon to eight p.m. EDT (1600Z to 2400Z).

So get to an Ohio State Park and get On The Air in September. Have some fun with this contest!

via PCARS

For hams throughout the State of Ohio this contest presents an opportunity to visit and enjoy the amenities offered by the seventy-three beautiful State Parks here in
Ohio. You can spend the day or even spend the weekend
at the park of your choice. No matter whether you are
camping or staying at one of the outstanding lodges or
resorts you will find that the parks are one of Ohio's
greatest assets.

You can get complete information, including rules, forms
and FAQ's, at http://parks.portcars.org, or contact the contest chairman, Chuck, K8CMP, at k8cmp@portcars.org.
Check back at the web site for future announcements
about additional prizes. -AR-

Radio Shack
Power Supply Recall

Find out more about the parks and all that they have to
offer at http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/default/tabid/80/
default.aspx.
This contest places a premium on working stations at the
State Parks. That means that it is critical to have as many
parks activated as possible. The challenge for Ohio stations will be to work HF in the 50 to 300 mile range.
Contacts can be made with any mode on the HF and VHF
bands: 80, 40, 20, 15, 10, 6 and 2 meters and all contacts
have the same point value. This is a great chance to try
something new, like an NVIS antenna or two meter SSB.
Individuals and clubs can operate high or low power park
stations and there is a special award for the club that acti-

Radio Shack is recalling 13.8 VDC power supplies that
are reportedly mis-wired, posing electrocution and fire
hazards.
The catalog numbers involved are 22-507 and 22-508. If
you have one of these, visit your local Radio Shack store
or check their website at http://www.radioshack.com/
recall . -AR-

LEARA ⎯ The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
-Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969VOICE REPEATERS:
53.230/R146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (136.5 Hz tone)
Highland Hills (Use 110.9 Hz tone for remote inputs in Lakewood, Newbury & Willoughby)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Highland Hills (131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)
(.76, .88, .90 and .70 offer emergency and member-only autopatch lines.)

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
GENERAL: NBRY
NBRYX
LEARA

145.07 MHz & 223.70 MHz (KA-NODE)
145.07 MHz  223.70 MHz Gateway
145.07 MHz & 223.70 MHz PBBS

INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.
Those who subscribe via e-mail will not receive a paper copy.

