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DX Engineering New Product Update: Al Dolgosh, K8EUR
April 29, 2008 Dimitri’s Dinner Meeting
This year we welcome back a LEARA Old Timer, Alex Dolgosh, K8EUR. Al, who many of
you have met at the local “candy store” recently joined DX Engineering of Akron as Sales and
Marketing Manager. He is taking time from his busy pre-Dayton schedule to update us on all
the new products they have to offer. Alex is no stranger to antennas, having worked at
Antenna Specialists for many years, so its no surprise that if you look at DX Engineering’s home
page, it is chock full of antennas and antenna parts
and accessories. And besides selling their own products, they support and provide updates for the popular Hustler-Newtronics line, such as the 4BTV trap
vertical. They have some exciting new electronic
products as well. The dinner and meeting are at our
usual meeting place, Dimitri’s Restaurant, at 1830
Snow Rd., Parma, Ohio (in the Mid-Town Shopping
Center, just west of Broadview Road). Dinner will
be served at 6:30 PM and the formal meeting will
begin around 7:30. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but
reservations are required if you do wish to eat.
Restaurant service is available only for those who
purchase dinner. If you are attending the meeting
only, kindly purchase beverages at the bar and bring

Where is my Newsletter?
If you are reading this at a friend‟s QTH,
LEARA Dues are way past due as the
grace period expired March 31st. Dues
are now officially $25 and may be paid at

the meeting. Don‟t miss out… pay up!

them to your table. The dinner menu will consist of
Steak, Broiled Boston Scrod, or Chicken Parmigiana
for $16. Also available is a vegetable and pasta dish
for those who prefer a meatless dinner. The dinner
includes a salad, main course, dessert, ice tea or coffee, and gratuity (please note, bar service and soft
drinks are not included).
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED BY 11:00
A.M. OF THE MEETING DATE.
Please call in your reservation and your menu
choice to Marv Grossman, W8AZO, at 440-2480031. You can also visit www.leara.org and make
your reservation through the club’s website. -AR-
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The Prez Says
by Eric Jensen, N8AUC
Ah - spring has sprung. March Madness is over,
and the my beloved Cleveland Indians are back in
the regular season again! The days are getting
longer, there's more sunshine. And last weekend
was just beautiful. Time to go out in the yard and
see how the antennas survived the winter. Mind
did OK, hope yours did, too. There's lots to cover
this month, so hang on and let's go. Let's see how
good my segue skills are this month. By the way,
"Segue" is pronounced "segway" and one of its meanings is "to make a transition without interruption from one topic to another". Now you can say you
learned something this month.
Of course the warmer weather means there is more chance of stormy
weather. Not the kind of storms that bring a foot of partly cloudy to your
driveway, but rather the kind that causes repeaters to make funny noises
when there is a threat of severe thunderstorms, or even tornados. Those funny
noises are morse code letters where the courtesy tone should be. Of course
those letters denote Skywarn net activity. The S (di-di-dit) means a standby
condition for Skywarn, and a W (di-dah-dah) means weather warning. And of
course that also means that LEARA had it's annual Skywarn Spotter Training, which was the topic for our March meeting. Gary Garnet, the warning
coordination meteorologist for the Cleveland NWS office was our guest
speaker. We had quite a turnout, and I hope you were among us that night.
Gary did his usual excellent job, and there was new information this year,
like there usually is. If you weren't there, for whatever reason, make sure you
catch one of the other spotter training classes held throughout the area. Skywarn is very important as public service goes, because it directly relates
to the safety of lives and property, and the protection thereof. LEARA is
again proud to host the Cuyahoga County Skywarn Nets on the 146.76 repeater, with 146.88 as a backup. When severe weather is in the forecast, park
your two meter FM rig on the 76 repeater with a 110.9 Hz PL tone, so you're
ready if needed. The more trained and ready spotters there are, the better it is
for all of us. And, if you'd like to do more than just give spotter reports,
Cuyahoga County Skywarn Coordinator Don Byrer, KJ5KB could really use
(Continued on page 3)

The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Assn., Inc., LEARA, is a not-for-profit [501(c)(3)] organization dedicated
to Amateur Radio and Public Service. Club information packets and applications for membership are
available from Marv Grossman, W8AZO, 440-248-0031, or may be downloaded from our web site at
www.leara.org. Annual membership is $25.00. LEARA’s address is: LEARA, PO Box 22823,
Beachwood, OH 44122-0823.
LEARA is an ARRL-affiliated club. When you join or renew the ARRL, LEARA benefits monetarily if
you so through the club. Send ARRL Applications/renewals to Club Treasurer Dave Foran WB8APD,
5439 Nan Linn Dr. Willoughby, OH 44094-4365. Make the check payable to LEARA, not the ARRL.
Membership Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except December at Dimitri’s Restaurant, 1830 Snow Rd., Parma, OH (in the Mid-Town Shopping Center, just west of Broadview Road).
Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m. The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to all interested persons. You may attend without eating, but reservations are required if you do wish to eat. Call Marv
Grossman, W8AZO at 440-248-0031 to leave a message.
Trustees’ Meetings are on the second Saturday of odd numbered months at 9 a.m. at the Parma-Snow
Branch of the Cuyahoga County Public Library, 2121 Snow Rd., Parma, OH (opposite the Mid-Town
Shopping Center). Meetings are open to all current members of LEARA.
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(Prez Says continued from page 2)

your help serving as a net control station or a liaison station to the district net. Contact Don via email at his call
sign at hotmail.com and let him know. He'll be glad to
hear from you. It's a worthwhile activity, and definitely
worthy of your time and effort. Skywarn practice nets are
held every Wednesday evening at 8PM (if I remember
right) on the 76 repeater. You can usually catch Don
there as well.
So you want to be a net control station but you don't
know how to run a net? Not a problem. We have a plan
for that. Every Thursday at 8PM we hold the weekly
LEARA Club Net on the 146.76 repeater. It's a fun and
informal net, even though it is a directed net. Why do we
do it that way? To give people a chance to practice running a directed net in a casual and non-threatening setting. We're always looking for more people and new people to take a turn at net control. If you'd like to give it a
try, contact David KD8ACO who has taken over the position of Net Coordinator. It's easy, and fun. If you
can't find David's phone number, then give me a call, and
I'll get you in touch with him. My number is listed on the
inside front cover of every LEARA newsletter.
Of course springtime also means the beginning of hamfest season. And the granddaddy of 'em all is the Dayton
Hamvention. If you hold an Amateur Radio License, you
really need to get to Dayton at least once, preferably
every year. I had to miss Dayton last year because of the
medical issues I was having. But I'm going back this
year, for sure. Dayton is 3 or 4 days of ham radio fun all
jammed together. Anyone who is anyone in ham radio
does Dayton, and there is something there for all interests
within the realm of ham radio. The Hamvention is being
held May 16 - 18 at Hara Arena in Dayton, Ohio. Tickets
are available either at the door, or online at
www.hamvention.org, and they're cheaper when you get
'em in advance. So, BE there or BE square!
Warmer weather also brings more and more opportunity
for public service. And we have a number of them coming up. Of course the one I'm going to tell you about first
is the annual Westlake Invitational Soccer Tournament.
It's held Memorial Day weekend, and the headquarters is
located at the Westlake Recreation Center. This event
lasts 3 days, May 23 - 25, although we only cover Saturday and Sunday from 8AM until the last game is done
each day. The more people we have for this, the easier it
is for all involved, and it's a good time as well. This year
marks the 25th anniversary of the tournament. I don't
know how long LEARA has been involved, but I've been
doing this for the last 15 years and I didn't start it, so the
club has been involved for longer than that. Hey - if it
wasn't fun, I wouldn't keep doing it. You get to watch
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live sports, sit in a lawn chair most of the time, and play
radio at the same time. What could be better? I'll tell ya going to Dayton the weekend before to get a new HT, and
then playing with that new radio all weekend at the soccer
tournament. It doesn't get much better than that! Contact
me, el presidente, if you'd like to help out with the soccer
tournament.
Oh yeah - and Field Day is coming the weekend of June
28. But I'll save that for next month. There's more stuff to
read inside, so keep reading. In the meantime, don't miss
the April LEARA meeting, Tuesday April 29 at Dimitri's.
See you there! 73 de N8AUC -AR-

Upcoming Public Service Events:
May 17—Gay Alliance Walk/Run (Jeff Garvas, N8NYR)
May 24, 25—Westlake Soccer Tournament(Eric, N8AUC)
August 3—Cleveland Triathlon (Tom Kimball, KA8BZB)
August 16, 17—Pedal to the Point (Jeff Garvas, N8NYR)

LEARA is an Affiliated
Club of the ARRL. If
LEARA members join or
renew their ARRL membership through the club, the
LEARA treasury gets to
“pocket” a portion of your
dues. Another neat way to
support your local club!

Upcoming LEARA Club Meetings:
May 27—Jeff Garvas, N8NYR - IRLP
June 21, 22—Field Day
July 29—PICNIC
August 26—Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ—RF
Filters.
September 30—First Energy-High Voltage
Safety
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.88 Lakewood Repeater
Repair Update

April 2008

March SKYWARN
Meeting Report

By Ron Jakubowski, K2RJ
Shortly after our March LEARA meeting, it was reported
that there was no receiver audio being repeated on the .88
repeater in Lakewood. On Saturday, March 29, 2008,
Eric, N8AUC went up to the site with Dave, WB8APD
and Marv, W8AZO to assess the situation and try to restore repeater operation.
What we discovered when we got there was that the repeater transmitter was only making about 3w RF output,
there was no audio from the repeater receiver being retransmitted, and the main power supply had developed a
fault that caused the 13.8V supply voltage to sag to about
10v when the transmitter was keyed.
In order to troubleshoot the problem, we took 444.7 off
the air and used its power supply to power the 88 repeater. Both repeaters are of the same type (one is UHF
and one is VHF Hi-Band), so the power supplies are interchangeable. Swapping the power supply brought back the
transmitted audio. This makes sense, since the op-amps
used in the signal processing sections of the RC-850 controller don't like to be starved of power supply voltage.
But the RF output level of the transmitter was still only
3w. Further investigation revealed that the final amplifier
on the repeater had also failed, in a manner similar to the
444.7 failure last spring.

NWS Staffer Gary Garnet Training Spotters
The March SKYWARN meeting filled Dimitri’s again this
year with area hams hungry for a refresher course or initial
training in being a weather spotter for Cleveland’s NWS
office.
Prize Winners:
Garden Weather Station: W2THU (Bob)

The failed power supply and final amplifier were removed from the site to be analyzed and repaired on the
bench. 444.7 was temporarily taken off the air as it had
no power supply and 146.88 was left running at drastically reduced power output until the final amplifier could
be repaired.
Thanks to Bill Hess, K8SGX, the components were repaired and returned to service on the evening of April 9th.
and the repeater is working properly again. RF output is a
bit less than it was, about 40 watts. This translates into
about 3db less power than there was before, so if your
receiver showed S9+ on your S meter, you won't notice a
difference.
A great big "Thank You" to all who were involved in getting 88 back up and running again.! -ARGarden Weather Station: KD8GWY (Robert-Above)
Light Set: WB8ROK (Ed)
Crank Radio: N8YNR (Jeff)
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LEARA ―On The Air‖
Club Net Information
by David Noeth, KD8ACO

A special thank you goes to Joe, KC8RAN, for all the
time and effort he has given LEARA over the past several
years coordinating LEARA’s nets. Although the demands of real life dictated that Joe step aside from these
duties, please give him a personal thank you for all he
has done for the members of LEARA should you hear
him on the air!
Wednesday Skywarn Net
Skywarn practice nets have returned on Wednesday
nights on the 146.760 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater at
8:00 PM local time. In addition, Skywarn nets may be
activated on this repeater anytime threatening weather is
approaching.
On Wednesday, March 26, the National Weather Service
activated a statewide tornado drill at approximately 9:50
AM. This drill was scheduled in conjunction with the
Ohio Severe Weather Awareness Week, which was
March 24-28. Residents and businesses were encouraged to use the drill as an opportunity to establish, review and practice their procedures for seeking safe shelter when severe weather develops. Don, KJ5KB, activated the Skywarn net during this tornado drill. He recorded twenty check ins!
Net Control Stations: Don KJ5KB.
Thursday Club Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly club
net is held every Thursday evening at 8:00 PM local time
on the 146.760 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater. This is an
open and informal net intended to provide the opportunity to test radio equipment, promote fellowship among
local amateur radio operators, and develop radio traffic
handling skills.
Since the club net is a practice and informal net, we
would like to recognize those who take the time to check
in and keep the net active and alive. During the past
month, the following have checked into the LEARA
weekly club net, as reported by our net control stations:
Gene K8ECL, Steve K8SAS, Terry K8TJM, John
KA8GZA, Bill KA8VIT, Leone KB8VBR, Chuck
KC8EHA, Mark KC8FQV, Jeanne KC8TJH, Jess
KD8ACJ, David KD8ACO, Eddie KD8FTS, Philip
KF8JW, Ken KG8DN, Howie N8CXA, Steve N8OHT,
Tom N8UAZ, Bill N8UPZ, Bob W2THU, Matt W8EBB,
Stuart W8STU, Tom W8TAB, and Gary WA8TJL.
Net Control Stations: Terry K8TJM, David KD8ACO,
and Eric N8AUC.
Saturday SSTV Net
The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association’s weekly
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New Local Broadcast Museum
by Jim Davison via Bob Winston, W2THU

After collecting Cleveland radio station memorabilia for
over 30 years, I have been invited to join the Cleveland
Baseball Heritage Museum located in the old Colonial
Arcade Building at 530 Euclid Ave. in creating Cleveland's first Broadcast display. The museum will have its
opening Media Day this June 14th. I will be filling up
the lower level with a ton of memorabilia and displays.
There will be a 1940's-50's Indians press box broadcast studio, next to a 1940's and 50's radio station, and
the next room will feature a family sitting on the couch
listening to the early Indians broadcast from a floor
model all-band Philco radio.
A news room with a vintage Teletype machine and news
stories on the wall, type writer, phones, equipment and
so on will be adjacent to a 1970's studio to show how
equipment changed over the years, including cart machines, Ampex tape deck, microphones, turn tables,
phones, on air lights, etc. Next to that will feature a vintage transmitter room with racks of monitoring equipment, a transmitter, old test equipment, tubes, pieces
parts, a work bench and framed 1930's blue prints from
WTAM and WHK.
For those of us who ever worked in broadcast radio, this
will definitely be a stroll down memory lane! -ARslow scan TV net is held every Saturday evening at 8:00
PM local time on the 146.880 (- offset, 110.9 PL) repeater.
The slow scan TV software recommended is MMSSTV.
This free software is available online, just google
MMSSTV for a wealth of information. However, any
SSTV program can be used. Are you new to this mode of
operation? Contact any of the net control stations for assistance getting started! Even if you don’t have a slow
scan TV setup yet, you’re still welcome to check in to the
net just to say hello.
Net Control Stations: John N8OBJ, Joe KC8RAN, Terry
K8TJM.
Wanted! Net Control Stations
Interested in practicing your net control skills? Any
member of the Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association can
be a net control operator for one or all of the nets held on
one of the club’s repeaters. Never tried it you say? No
problem. Now would be a really good time to start. No
lines … no waiting. It’s as easy as getting in touch with
me and we’ll schedule you into the rotation. If you
should have any questions or requests for assistance to get
started, just contact me at one of our club meetings or by
using any of my contact information in the membership
directory. Hope to talk with you on the air soon! -AR -
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Hamfest Listing

April 2008

Volunteer Exam Dates and Locations
(from the ARRL website)

11 May 2008
1st Annual Bucyrus Hamfest & Computer Show
Talk-In: 147.165 (PL 88.5)
Contact: Kenneth Cook, W8DZN
5726 Timpson Road
Caledonia, OH 43314
Phone: 419-834-0887
Email: w8dzn@arrl.net
Bucyrus, OH Crawford County Fairgrounds Youth Building
16-18 May 2008
DAYTON HAMVENTION!!!
www.hamvention.org
30-31 May 2008 Atlantic Division
Convention (Rochester Hamfest)
Rochester Amateur Radio Assn.
http://www.rochesterhamfest.org
Talk-In: 146.88 (PL 110.9)
Contact: Harold C. Smith, K2HC
300 White Spruce Blvd
Rochester, NY 14623
Phone: 585-424-7184 (office) or 585225-5260 (home)
Email: rochfst@frontiernet.net
Henrietta, NY
Fair and Expo Center & RIT Inn &
Conference Center
2695 East Henrietta Road
5257 West Henrietta Road
1 Jun 2008 Breezshooters ARC Hamfest and Computer Show
http://www.breezeshooters.net
Talk-In: 147.300 (no tone)
Contact: Robert W. Benna, N3LWP
1010 Willow Drive Pittsburgh, PA
15237-2225
Phone: 412-366-0488
Fax: 412-366-0486
Email: n3lwp@verizon.net
Butler, PA, Butler Farm Showgrounds, Route 68

26-Apr-2008
Sponsor: WRECS
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: ROBERT C GAUSS
(330)562-3328
Email: N8ZB@YAHOO.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: BENTLEYVILLE VILLAGE HALL/CHAGRIN FALLS
6253 CHAGRIN RIVER RD
CORNER SOLON RD & RIVER
RD
BASEMENT
BENTLEYVILLE, OH 44022
26-Apr-2008
Sponsor: MAHONING VALLEY
ARA
Time: 10:30AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: JAMES T VIELE
(330)534-1394
Email: W8JV@YAHOO.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: HUBBARD PUBLIC
LIBRARY
436 W LIBERTY ST
PRE-REGISTRATION URGED
WWW.MVARA.ORG
HUBBARD, OH 44425
06-May-2008
Sponsor: PIONEER AR FELLOWSHIP
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: RONALD D LIEVING
(330)724-5981
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: AKRON BAPTIST
TEMPLE
2324 MANCHESTER RD
PRE-REGISTRATION PREFERRED
AKRON, OH 44314
06-May-2008
Sponsor: PORTAGE COUNTY
ARS
Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: JAMES J AYLWARD
(330)297-7979
Email:

KC8PD@PORTCARS.ORG
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: MAPLEWOOD CAREER
OP CENTER
7075 STATE ROUTE 88
RAVENNA, OH 44266
10-May-2008
Sponsor: CANTON ARC/
MASSILLON ARC
Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: GARY L KLINE
(330)837-2927
Email: WC8W@SSSNET.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CENTER
STARK CNTY SHERIFF OFFICE/
EOC
4500 ATLANTIC BLVD NE
US RT 62E-1/2 MI E OF HARMONT
CANTON, OH 44705
18-May-2008
Sponsor: LORAIN COUNTY ARA
RED CROSS
Time: 1:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: CHARLES S HALL
(216)433-3036
Email: VE@W8HF.COM
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: AMERICAN RED CROSS
2929 W RIVER RD N
WWW.W8HF.COM (HOME PAGE)
ELYRIA, OH 44035
19-May-2008
Sponsor: MEDINA TWO METER
GROUP
Time: 6:30 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
Contact: FRED J HELWIG
(440)236-3477
Email: K8FH@ALLTEL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: MEDINA COUNTY CAREER CENTER, RM 227
1101 WEST LIBERTY ST RT 18
CALL OR EMAIL TO RESERVE
SPACE
K8FH@ARRL.NET
MEDINA, OH 44256
22-May-2008
Sponsor: MAHONING VALLEY
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March Meeting Pictures

If You

Weaver’s Words Excerpts
By Great Lakes Division Director, Jim Weaver, K8JE

Hamvention road construction
As many people know, the orange barrel is the unofficial
state flower of Ohio. Dayton Hamvention(R) Robert
Lunsford, KB8UEY has given notice that several routes
to HARA in the Dayton area may prove slow due to reconstruction. Robert is Talk-In Chairman for the Hamvention and has posted clear instructions on avoiding
most of the slow spots on the Hamvention web site.
These instructions can be found at www.hamvention.org.
ARRL at the Hamvention
Speaking of the greatest gathering of amateurs in the
world, the Dayton Hamvention(R), ARRL again will feature an ARRL Expo. The Expo will feature several miniseminars, displays of ARRL programs and products,
many of the League officers, directors, vice directors and
members of management. A Great Lakes Division booth
will be included in the ARRL area. Members in this Division are invited to stop by the booth to say hello and
discuss any issues they may have. Section and Division
officers are invited to spend time at the booth to chat with
people who stop by.
Why I love this job
I don't believe I've ever explained the reason I enjoy being
your Great Lakes Division Director. I've made individual
comments about this, but let me put it all together.

The first reason I enjoy being your Director is that I have
the opportunity to see many of you personally, and to correspond with still many others on a one-on-one basis.
Hams are the greatest. Sure, there are a few stinkers who
have sneaked in among us, but in my mind, Amateur Radio operators generally are a cut above the average member of the general population. Getting to know you even
on a limited basis adds much to my life. Doing my best
to ensure the future of Amateur Radio is safe and enjoyable for everyone in it is my second reason. Of course,
there are many amateurs who devote part of their available time to promote and preserve hamming and its value
to the public. I applaud each of you who do this. My
thrill is that I am favored through good fortune and your
support to be able to work at the national level and even
to attempt to influence our great radio service internationally. For some reason, I've also always enjoyed problem
solving. The more difficult or complex the problem, the
more I enjoy trying to help solve it. As GLD Director, I
certainly have plenty of opportunity to tackle problems.
These problems often require the cooperation and assistance of many additional people. Fun. Especially when
the problem is solved. Finally, I really enjoy hearing
from you -- your wishes, your complaints, your general
comments. I want to know what you think.
Please keep it up. -AR -

LEARA  The Lake Erie Amateur Radio Association
-Serving Greater Cleveland Since 1969VOICE REPEATERS:
53.230/R146.76/R146.88/R– IRLP
224.90/R444.40/R+
444.70/R+

Highland Hills (136.5 Hz tone)
Highland Hills (Use 110.9 Hz tone for remote inputs in Lakewood, Newbury & Willoughby)
Lakewood (Requires 110.9 Hz tone)
Lakewood (141.3 Hz tone)
Highland Hills (131.8 Hz tone)
Lakewood (131.8 Hz tone)
(.76, .88, .90 and .70 offer emergency and member-only autopatch lines.)

PACKET NODES: CLE1 145.01 MHz: CLE5 145.05 MHz: CLEV220 223.70 MHz
These nodes are part of the Cleveland Net Cluster in K8EIW’s backbone system.
GENERAL: NBRY
NBRYX
LEARA

145.07 MHz & 223.70 MHz (KA-NODE)
145.07 MHz  223.70 MHz Gateway
145.07 MHz & 223.70 MHz PBBS

INTERNET:

● www.leara.org
● To subscribe via e-mail, send a message to: spirit76-request@leara.org
Put subscribe in the subject area and your name and callsign in the body.

